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The Publisher

- OK! You are about to find within a collection of
tips written by many authors.

'Rediscover

Solid Family
Virtue

Flip through chapters till something catches
your interest! Read with a highlighter in hand.
We trust you can find nuggets you will build

into your own home!

Let’s not read to see how we differ from the

assorted mstructions within ... rather how every |
hearth, home, and family can find assistance,
advice, and help that will yield abundant lives
and fruitful & eternal rewards.
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Clay

1 took a piece of plastic clay
And idly fashioned it one day.
And as my fingers pressed it still,
It moved and yielded at my will.
1 came again when days were passed,
~ The bit of clay was hard at last.
The form I gave it stiil it bore,
But I could change that form no more.

I took a piece of living clay

And gently fashioned it day by day.
And molded with my power and art,

A young child’s soft and yielding heart
I carne again when years were gone,

It was a man I looked upon.

~ The form T gave hiin still he bore,

But I could change that form no more.
—Author unknown
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DEUTERONOMY
CHAPTER 6.

5 And ¢thou shalt love the
LORD thy God with all thine
“heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might.

6 And ¢ these words, wh:ch 1
command thee this day, shall
be in thine heart °

7 And 7thou shalt 2teach
them diligently unto thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way,
- and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up.

8 And ¢ thou shalt bind them
for a sign upon thine hand, and
they shall be as frontlets be-
tween thine eves.

9 And * thou shalt write them
upon the posts of thy house, and
on thy gates N

12 Then beware Iest thou forget
',the LORD,



DEUTERONOMY, 4,

7. For ¢ what nation is there so
great, who hath !’ God so nigh
unto them, as the LORD our
God ¢s in all things that we call
upon him for? -~ -
& And what nation is there so
great, that hath statutes and
judgments so righteous as all
this law, which I set before you
this day? = = - |
9 Only take heed to thyself,
and ¢ keep thy soul diligently,
hlest thou forget the things
which thine eyes have seen,
and lest they depart from thy
heart all the days of thy life:
but ¢ teach them thy sons, and
thy gons’ sens ® S

. 1PETER,4.

7 But ¢ the énd of all things is
~at hand : be ye therefore sober,
and watch unto prayer. |
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“A GREEN SPOT IN MEMORY”

“Home"—~that word touches every fiber of
the soul and strikes every chord of the human

heart with its angelic fingers. Nothing but death

can break its spell. What {ender associations are
linked with home! What pleasing images and
deep emotions it awakens! It calls up the fond-
est memories of life and opens in our nature the
purest, deepest, and richest gush of consecrated
thought and feeling. To the little child, home is
his world. He knows no other. The father’s love
and the mother’s smile throw about him a heav-
enly halo. Home is the spot where the child
pours out all his complaints.

Azk the man of mature years, whose brow is
furrowed by care, whose mind is engrossed with
business, ask him what is home? He will say,

, “It is a place of rest, a haven of content where
- {pved ones relieve the burdens of everyday life.”
) isk the wanderer as he plods his weary way,
hent with the weight of years and white with
frost of age. He will say, “It is & green spot in
memory, an oasis of the desert. It was once a
happy reality, but now it rests only as an 1mage
of the mind”

“Home” is one vision that never fades from o N

the soul. No man in all his weary wanderings
ever goes beyond the overshadowing arch of

home. Let him stand on the surf-beaten coast of

the Aflantic and every dash of the waves, every
murmur of the breeze, will whisper home, sweet

home. L&t him down amid the. glaciers of the

North, and even there thoughts of home, too
warm to be chilled by the eternal frost, will float
in upon him. Let him roam through the green,
waving groves and over the sunny slopes of
the South and in the kiss of the balmy breeze
home will ive again. Let prosperity reward his
every exerfion and wealth and afflvence bring
around him all the luxuries of the earth, yet in
his palace will rise unforbidden the vision of his

childhood home. Let misfortune overtake him.

still in troubled dreams will his thoughts revert

. to the olden home.

. The home is the fountain of cmhzatlon. Our
laws are made in the home. He who has no

‘home has not the sweetest pleasures of life. He
does not feel the thousand endearments that

cluster around the hallowed spot. Of all’ places
on earth, home is the most delicate and sensi-
tive. Its fires are kindled with a spark. There is
musie in the word home. To the old it brings a

- bewitching strain from the harp of memory, to

the middle-aged it brings happy thoughts and

1o the young it brmgs up all that is near and
-dear to them,

The home may be old and rickety to the eye
of strangers; the windows may have been patched

~ long ago, and the floor worn through: but it is

still the ald home from which we looked at life
with hearts full of hope, building castles which
faded long ago. If we are to have a.irue home,
we must guard well our thoughis and actions: A
little word may disquiet the home for a whole
day. But, like unexpected flowers which spring
up along our path, full of freshness, fragrance
and beauty, se do kind words, gentle acts and
sweet disposition make glad the home where
peace and blessing dwell. No matier how hum-
ble the abode, if it be thus gamished with grace
and sweetened by kindness and smiles, the

“heart will turn lovingly towards it from all the

turmoils of this world, And home, “be it ever so

humble,” will be the dearest spot under the sun.

He is happiest, be he king or peasant, who finds
peace at home. - —Selected

Teachin 1g Your Child
. There a:edifferent ways by which parents can
teach their. children, but there is none better than
bythe life, iffyou would teach yourchﬂd howtolive
right sgt it before him every day in your own Tife.

mj.gd.anmayteaph him inword how to liveright,
af. it you do i t‘ljy_q like you teach, your teaching
w&ﬁ, B¢ 16st. There s power in teaching when
backedupwithliv}ng Ifyou would haveyourchild
to know and bélieve in prayer, thake him to kiow,
antlsee. and feel that there is real communion
eeny L and God. Whenchﬂdrenkndw
ﬁﬁle ‘miother have a Secret place of

Comie “with' an strosphere of heaven sur-
dfug them they will believe in prayer. They
may go into sin but they wﬂl always ‘believe in
prayer.” " —C.E.Orr
(Taken fmm The Path of Ly'e, 1931)

i'\r-.

will make such an impression upon his -
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Authority In The Home
God has placed a sacred anthority in the
hands of the fathers and mothers of our homes.
“If I do not punish yon,” said a mother to her
little son, “God will not be pleased, for He has
trusted you to me to make a real man out of you

and mether must teach you or fail to obey the.

Lord herself” This is the true basis for home
authority, the command from God that parents
should teach their children. to obey and honor
Him. The explanation of this mother was not
above the head of her little boy. It was in line
with the lesson old El had to learn and it was
to the liitle boy, Samuel, that God explained its
necessity. The child himself could understand

that God demanded authority and condemned -

the parent who failed to exercise it.

The principle of authority in the home was
one of the fundamental understandings in the
founding of the human race. Read Genesis 1:27,
28 and see the solemn placing of suthority with
the man and woman whom God first created.
“So- God created man in his own image, in the
image of God created he him; male and female

created he them. And God blessed them, and

God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and -over
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth.” .
They were to be God’s co-laborers in re-crea-
Hon, in development and in control. By common
instinct the human heart has verified this trust
from God through all the cenfuries of its suc-
cessive generations. There was never a time
that we can learn when parents did not control
and children obey. Even the animal world takes
on the same great charge. Authority which
carries with it control, limitations, dynamic for
action -and co-operation of individuals is the
basis of any happy social order.
' It is necessary for parents to agree on many
things but nowhere is this agreement quite as
vital .or as far-reaching in its conseguences as in

‘one ﬂw .% under God,"

September 1988

the principles adopted for rearing thei*"young.
Divided ideals in those overhead are apt to lead -

to no ideals-in those beneath. “For if the trum-
pet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare
himself to the battle?” I.Corinthians. 14:8, Pa-
thetic indeed it is to see children lose half the .
force of their convictions by the doubt raised
when the ones who guide them are not agreed.

" Undoubiedly it is intended that the father
should voice-the standards and govern the con-
duct of his own household. Paul’s directions
that the bishop must be “one that ruleth well
his own house, having his children in subjection
with all gravity” (I Timothy 3:4) was repeated
immediately in the same chapter for the des-
cons also: “ruling their children and their own
houses well.” It was the general principle for
ideal Christian manhood wherever his household.
was inivolved. .

But get the manner in which a father is
expected to govern his home in this beautifal -
analogy which Paul had earlier used, “Ye are
witnesses, and God also, how holily- and- justly
and unblameably we behaved ourselves: among
you that believe: As ye know how we exhorted
and comforted and charged every one of you, as

a father doth his children, That ye would walk -~

worthy of God, who hath called you unto his

kingdom and glory.” I Thessalonians 2:10:12.

In the same chapter is given the tender
training from a mother in exquisite. analogy to
the work Paul was trying to do with young
Christians. We do not want to miss it here: “But
we were gentle among you, even as a nurse
cherisheth her children: So being affectionately
desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted
unto you, noi the gospel of God only, but also
-our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.”
I Thessalonians 2:7, 8.

. Neither parent can throw off the responsi-
bility-of this home training but when the frst .
plan fails and the father does not -make ihe
standards what they ought to be there is.still an
opportenity for the mother in tlie home. Before
her is the open Word of God. It can always be
taken for the final authority and basis of agree-.
ment. A certain mother was crossed by an unbe-
lieving husband and blocked by his example in -
the training she wished to give her children.
Reverenily and faithfully she went to the Word
of God and made its teachings the monitor of
conduct and convictions in the home. But even
this had to he done with the finest tact and

. bumilify of spirit. A “thus saith the Lord” is not. -

to be used as a bludgeon over the head of one
differing in' thought. The Word of God has to
enter the heart along with the Spirit of God.
Peter recognized such a situation as this womman




Page Three

September 1988

h#d:and gave'by inspiration the—Chnshan poDF

tiple involved: “Likewise ye wives, be in- subjec-
tion: to-your own ‘husbands; that, if . anyobey not

the ‘word, they alsc may without the- ‘word: be.' :

won: by the conversation of the wwes,

they- behofd yoir chaate ‘conversstion: coupleﬂ

'mthfe ' I Peter 3:1, 2.

--Taken from Building A Chrzstmn Home
. by Marl:ha Leavell

HOME LIFE'

A Word to Parents

Please remember that like begets Kke. What
you went your child to be, be that very thing
yourself in the fullest of its perfection. Correct
your child correctly. Deal with it as God desals
with His child. Scenes of childhood are not scon
forpotten. I am now past seventy years of age
and I remember distinctly some abusive words
my father spoke to my mother sixty years ago.
Ii was all hecause the bread was not baked to
suit him.

“What are the scenes in your home? Wlll the
memories of homs,- when recalled in afier years
by your children be such as will give pleasure or
pam" Your child wili Jook at parenthood as he

. sees’it in you. For the sake of that innocent
_clnld of yours do not stamp upon its tender
mind the memory of harsh words or unholy

- acts. How sad that it will have such a pieture -
hung up for it to look at all the days of its life.
So live that every dey you are hanging up on
the walls of your child’s. memory pictures that
are pure, holy and beautifal and it will brighten
and -purify the life of the child. Set such an
example before your child as God sets before
His child.

(Taken ftom “The Path of Life” 1931 2D

March, 1973

WARNING SIGNALS FOE CHRISTIAN PARENTS

Most of us who fail in our duties as Ghnstzan par-
ents do so, not beczuse we have deliberately chosen to

. fail, but we have become careless and busy with other

t]nngs, and so we have not seen the warning signals
that should remind us that somethmg is wrong with our
child-rearing. -

¥ you have to answer “yes” to any of the following
nineteen guestions, perhaps yvou ought to ask the Lord
to help yeu make whatever corrections may be necessary:

1. Do you have fo tell your child more than once to
(a) go to sleep, (b) be qmet in church, (c) stop erying,
{d) finish 2 job?

2. Does your child fajl to answer jinmediately and
respectfully when you or another adult speaks to him?

3. Has your child goifen the impression that he can
sometimes “get away” with disobedience?

4. Have you failed o teach your child to say, “I'm
sorry. I was wrong”?

5. Do youn allow your child to withdraw inio a sullen
and stubborn silence. when he fails to gei kis own way?

6. Has your child failed to develop an appreciation
for the rights and property of other people?-

7. Is your child altowed to argue with you when you.
tell him what to do?

8. Is your child a habitual whiner and complamer'?

9. Does your toddler ever th.row 2 tantrum in public
places?

10. Does your child prefer bemg everywhere else
but home?

11 Does your cluld seoff at the things you con-
sider importamt? .

12. Does your child rarely or never discuss with you
his dreams and plang?

13. Does your teenager make all the choices about
his life without regard to your values?

14. Have you become aware that your children make
no significant contribution to the home ejther in their
help with the work, or in their attitude?

15. Are your teemagers pretty mueh allowed to fol-
low the curfew hom's which the world sets for xts chil-
dren?

16. Do yom feel you are unable to frust your child’s
word ? -

17, Does your child prefer non-Christian friends and
fon-church activities to the fellowship a.nd activities of
the Christian people?

318. Whken your child has a run-in w1t.h apthority
oulside the home, are you quick to assume the attitude
that the teacher, police officer, bosy, ete. “has it in” for
your child without cause?

18, Are your children allowed to choose their cloth~
ing without any regard to Bible siandards of modesty?

- —-—Selacted
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HOME LIFE

- Threats But No Action,

“Albert you must not do that! Take your
hand off that flowerpot!™

A pair of bilue eyes turned Ielsureiy upon
Mrs..Harris, as she sat in the rocker on the
front porch. Two' chubby hands held-fast to the
little geranium pot on the, balustrade.

“Albert,” Mrs. Harris insisted, “Mother will
spack you if you upset that plant. Come here

‘now, dearie, and let me wipe your dirty hands.”

"The three-year-old shook his curly head.
“Flowers puity,” he gru;nted “an’ Albert wanis

" to play.”-

The child began to shake the geranium. pot

vigorously. He was totally. unmeoved by the
threatened spanks.

“Mind me, Albert!”” The words were wasted
on deaf little ears. “I'll come after you if you

-don’t leave that pot alonel”

“Flowers putty,’’ answered AIbert “pot
S}laky »
The child began to sway the ﬂowerpot back

and forth, ldughing with glee. But suddenly,

" bang! Mrs. Harris’ foot came down on the floor.

Albert, in the act of pushing the geranium. pot

. towards the outer edge of the balusirade, gave a

childish start and removed his chubby hands.
There was a crash, and the flowerpot toppled
from its unsteady perch, and lay upon the
ground broken into bits.

- “Albert!” exclaimed Mrs. Harris, “I told you
I would whip you:if you dxdn’t leaye that flower-

pot alone!”
“Gone,” the child fumbled at the balustrade.

“Broke Mamma.” He shuffled his feet and-

scrambled down. the steps, out to the scene of

~ the wreck.

harmlessly in her lap.

‘April 1986

Upon seeing his father, Albért rushed into
outstretched arms. Once safely hoisted on Mr.
Harrig’ shoulder he pointed with glee at the
crippled pot. “Broke ” he said, “Albert let fall.”

“You broke that pot?’ the father frowned.
“Pll have —

“Mamma have to spank, but Mamma don’t,”
interrupted Albert.

The father said no more. He saw his wife as .
_he climbed the steps.

“T told Albert a dozen ttmes to leave that

pot alone,” the mother exclaimed, “but ke kept
right on unhl it fell.”

“Lei’s not talk about it before him,” an-

swered the father.

“Did you threaten to whip him?” he asked
later.

“Yes, -but he didn’t mmd »

“Each time you spoke to him you threatened
to spank him 1f he den’t leave the pot’ alone‘?”

“Yes.”

“And you d1dn’t pumsh him?”

“Why, no, T—

“You just kept threatening, is that 11;'?”

“I thought I'd frighten him away by pre-
tending.”

“Frighten! Frighten! Marie, a mother i isn’t

supposed to be a bear to her chlld she’s sup-

posed to be a parent.”

“But, I didn’t want o spank him, T wanted
to coax him -away.”

“You ean’t coax by threats; you coax by
candies and frui

“Of course, I wouldn’t bribe lmuI I wished 1;0
be firm.”

“You accomphshed the opposite of your aim,
Marie. You made Albert think that you were
mshy~washy. You threatened to whip hini and

you didn’t keep your word. You gave him to-
understand that vou were all biuff, and chil-

dren can’t be bluffed.”
- “Well,” sighed Mrs. Harris, “you re home
now. You can punish him.” -
“For what?” -
* “Flaying with the geramum pot >

“It’s too- late now,” .said Mr. Harris. “The

-thmg’s gone, and I’m afrald Atbert’s confidence
_in you is also gone.”

Mys. Hams rocked back and forth, dmpleas- : _
ure written upon ‘her- face—her hands restmg :

~Selected

FeY
O

Albert’s father came home at six, and found

his three-vear-old son still toying with the pieces
of flowerpot. The mother still sat in the porch
chair, her heart full of unliappiness.
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— HOME LIFE

Needed: .Obedient Children
Children, obey Your parents in the Lord; for this
is right. Ephesians 6:1

The general disrespect for authority today
stéms in part from a breakdown ‘in the home.
The root of rebellion often gets its start when
parents do not guide their children in paths of
truth, or when they fail to punish them in a
kind and gracious manner for their wayward-
ness. . Obedience is. basic to acquiring learning
skills and- becoming responsible citizens in society.

. Anne Sullivan, who tuiored the blind and
deaf Helen Keller, once said, “I saw clearly that
it was useless to fry to teach her a language or
anything else until she first learned to obey me.
I. have thought about it a great deal, and the
more I review my actions, the more certain I am
that obedience is the gateway through which
knowledge, yes, and love too, enters the mind of
a child.”

‘A businessman who needed help advertised
for a boy. When the paper came out, so many

applied that he didn’t know which one to choose. -

S0 he decided to run another ad, but this time it
read: “Wanted,’ to- a551st i my shop, a boy who
obeys his parents.” Only two teenagers -came.
After a few searching questions he quickly

An Open Letter To All Parents

Dear Mom and Dad,
If I am “affectionately. yours,” PLEASE

DONT SPOIL ME. 1 know quite vell that I
should not have all that I ask for. I'm oxly’

testing you.
DON'T BE AFRAID TO BE FIRM WITH

ME. I prefer it. It makes me feel more Becure.

DON'T LET ME FORM BAD HABITS. I

- have to rely on you to deteci them in the early

recognized which-one had'the right gqualifications.

-We know that.our children’s peers will fry to
get them to engage in wrong or guestionable
actions. But as Christian parents, we should
direct them in paths of conduct that will be
beneficial tothem, -even though-at the moment

they. may-not understand why.. If. they.are. tanght .

to ‘respect :authority in the home, both fhe church
and the.state will benefif. Yes, there is a great
need today for .obedient chﬂdrenf —Selected

O parents, shape your children’s i1ves
With love and gentle rod;

And teach them early to ocbey
The laws of man and God.

—Bosqh

[=]

stages. .

DON'T MAKE ME FEEL SMALLER THAN
I AM. It only makes me behave stupidly “big.”
DON'T CORRECT ME IN FRONT OF PEQPLE
IF YOU CAN HELP IT! I'll take much more
notice if you talk quietly with me in private.

DON'T NAG. I you de, I shall have to
protect myself by ignoring you. -

DON'T MAKE RASH PROMISES. Remem-
ber that I feel badly let down when promises are
broken. .

DON’T FORGET THAT I CANNOT AL-
WAYS EXPLAIN MYSELF AS WELL AS I
SHOULD LIKE. That is why I'm not always
very accurate.

DON’T BE INCONSISTENT That com-
pletely confuses' me and makes me lose faith in
you.

DON’T PUT ME OFF WHEN I ASK QUES-
TIONS. If you do, you will find that I. stop
agking and- seek .my information elsewhere.

DON'T TELL ME MY FEARS ARE SILLY.
They are terribly real to me and you can do
much {o reassure me if you try to understand.

DON'T EVER THINK THAT IT IS BE-
NEATH YOUR DIGNITY TO APOLOGIZE TO
ME. An honest apology makes me feel sur-
prisingly warm téward you.

DON'T FORGET I LOVE EXPLORING I
couldn't learn without it, so please put up with

i, | _
™ DON'T FORGET HOW QUICKLY I AM

GROWING UP. It must be very difficult for you

to keep pace with me, but please do try.

DON'T FORGET THAT I CAN'T THRIVE -

WITHOUT LOTS OF UNDERSTANDING
LOVE, BUT I DON'T NEED TO TELL YOU,
DO I7 - "YOUR CHILD

5

0

Parenting
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Love Permits Pain

“No!", said her litile daughter very deffantly
when she was asked to pick up the dust pan and put
it where it belonged. Mother looked at her daugh-
ter who sinod there. with a rebellious look. It had
not been ico long before this that she had jumped
out of bed after awaking, and ran to her mother
for a good-morning kiss and hug. Her mother dearly
loved her beautiful little girl. She was their first
child and their joy, She still conld almost feel those
chubby arrns around her neck and her warm love
that cheered her very heart. Then as she locked at
her daughter standing there so determined not to
be obedient, her mind raced ahead to the years to
come. She would soon be in school and she wounid
meet authority, and, oh, the trouble she would have
if she had not learned to obey! Then when she he-
came older, she would meet the laws of the land and
again trouble would come to her if she had not
learned to respect authority. And there was her
God and Maker. She would face Him. If she dis-
obeyed His commandments, her soul would Iand in
hell. And if her daughter didn't learn while young
and grow up with a deep respect for her parents’
word, love them for their deep care and discipline,
she would surely bring them great grief and get in-
to irouble as she went out into the world with other
unruly young people. Her mother also knew of
others who were not taught cbedience that had a
lot of heartaches and even some ended up in the
reformatories and penitentiaries,

Knowing her duty toward her daughter and
her soul, and knowing the gir! needed to be con-
quered while young, she picked up her switch and
gave her some good swats. Again she asked her to
pick up the dust pan. She again refused. Her mother
had given her only enough to make her mad, So
with tears her mother prayed to God to conquer her
and to break this stubbornness, She agzin gave her
a spanking, while asking her if she was going to
mind. AIl of a sudden, that stubbornness gave way
and her rebelling ceased. She was a broken litile
girl and she picked up the pan and put it whera it
belonged. Her mother sat down, took her upon her
knees and talked to her about how Jesus wanted her
to mind her mother. Mother and daughter ldissed
each other. ‘

Love permiis pain. It was because she loved
her daughter thai she wanted to conquer that dis-
cbedience, s0 a5 to spare her of great troubles as
she grew up. Of course, her mother had to do this
again and again, but she kept at it and her daughter
Erew up. as an obedient student at school and at
home with a love and respect for God’s laws and
the laws of the land. Love will cause parents to
punish their own flesh and blood so as to spare them
many troubles and heartaches in this world,

“For God so loved the world” What kind of a
world did God love? T was a world of people that
were Mars, murderers, adulterers, ete. The people
were headed for hell. How could they be spared
such an awful ending? “For God so loved the worlda,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whospever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everiast-
ing life.” John 3:16. Love permitted pain. The love

- 06 God caused-Him to permit His one and ¢ily Son

to die on the cross so the wicked people of this world
might be spared eternal destruction and dammnation,
Oh, such a great love! “Oh, love of God, how rich
and pure! ‘How measureless and strong! It shall
forevermore endure—The saints’ and angels’ song.
... God gave His Son to win; His erring child He
reconciled, and pardoned from his sin.” Love per-
mits pain. It melts our hearts in love for our Cod
and we love to keep His commandments and please
Him. His love broke our rebellious heart and eaused
us to be obedient to His laws.

Lazarus was sick., Jesus tarried. Lazarus died,
Then Jesus went to Mary and Martha, “Oh, if you
had been here, Lazarus would not have died,” cried
Martha. As He saw their sorrow and because of
His great love for them and Lazarus, Jesus wept.
Love permitted this pain to come to this home. Jesus
wanted them and also others to believe Him to be
“the resurrection and the life” Jesus would have
rather spared those He loved from pain, but how
could they be convinced and others know that He
truly was God’s Son that had come fo give them

. eternal life and teach them about salvation and the
- reswrrection?  Martha did believe and saw the glory

of God manifested. Lazarus ecame forth. *“Then
many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had
seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him,"”
John 11:1-45,

Bro. D. S. Warner, who was publisher of the
“Gospel Trumpet” and a chosen vessel of God to her-.
ald this “evening-light” truth, was permitted to be
severely tried which, he said, was from God, His
wife was swept away from him into a great decep-
tion, She left him and openly renounced him and his
teachings. She asked him to come and get their
child, as she didn't care for him. Later, she re-
married after getting a divorce, in which Bro, Warner
did not appear against her. Through this suffering
and “in cone long sleepless night of parching fever
and inward pain a portion of his hair suddenly
turned grey. What a wonder that the ‘Trumpet’ dur-
ing this period was sometimes late in reaching 'its
readers or that for four months it failed ta appear
at all” (“Birth of a Reformation,” page 316). But
God brought him through this terrible heartache in °
which he felt that part of his own flesh had been
severed and he felt the reproach that Satan’s vile
slanderers used to try to hinder His work for God.
But God’s love permits pain. Victory came to his
soul, and “he took it all for good and felt that by
it he would experience all the more of Heaven's riches
in his soul” We furthr read of how God blessed
his Izbors in a mighty way as he continued to un-
compromisingly declare the whole counsel of God.
We read that “marvelons healings were common
- - - power over devils . . . and a great outpouring of
[Ged's] Spirit,” )

As a child of God, may you dare to believe in
the wisdom of God which is unmerited, yet unchang-
ing. Suffering and pain bring to us faith, confi-
dence, and experience, and we are able to comfort
others with the comfort wherewith we are comforted,

D. 5 Warner wrote:

“We would not cast away the gold
We've gathered in the furnace flame,
Nor would we wish again the dross
Here purged in our Redeemer's name.”

—Siste_r Marie Miles
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Beveral years ago five young men left their
homes in western Pennsylvania and went out
into the great Northwest. They found things
quite different from what they were in the old
home town, and the temptations were many.
Some time later all returned to their former
homes. Four of the five showed that they were
much the worse because of their experiences in
a strange country. But the other young man

- came back seemingly all the sironger and better
because of the experiences through which he
had - passed. '

When asked why he, too, had not goné the

way. of the other four, he calmly replied, “Be-
cause I carried with me a picture.”

“Oh, yes, the picture of some young maiden
back home, I presume,” remarked a friend.

“Oh, no; not that kind of picture,” said the -

ydung man. “It was a picture of quite a differ-

ent kind. It was my last morning at home. We

all sat down fo breakfast as usual; Father at
one end of the table and Mother at the other. As
they realized that there was to be a breaking of
home ties in a few hours, conversation was not
very brisk that morning. After breakfast, as was

my father’s custom, he took down the old Bible

and started to read the morning lesson. But he
didn’t get far. A lump kept coming up in his

throat, and he was so blinded by tears that he

“could not read, and handed the Book over to my
mother, motioning t¢ her to finish reading.
_ “After she finished the chapter, we all knelt

to pray. Father started the prayer, as was his
custom, but he didn’t get far until that hump

came up in his throat again and choked back

further expression. Then Mother reached over

and put her hand on my shoulder and began to

pray, saying, ‘O God, we thank Thee for our

son. We thank Thee that Thou hast kept him

true and faithful; and that we are able to send
him out from our home chaste and clean. Keep
him pure and clean, and may. his feet never
stray from the paths of virtue, purity, and the

.. Jruth in which we have fried 1o bring him vp.

Bringhimbacktousaspure and true as he iz
going out from us.’

“It was the vision of my last morning in the
atmosphere of a godly home, and the remem-
brance of my precious mother’s prayer. I conld

not bear the-thought of breaking the heart of

my father and mother and dishonoring my.Lord

and Saviour Jesus Christ whom they taught me -
. —Selected

to love.”

January, 1988 -

What Some Men Have Said
 About Parents =
“Honor thy parents, those that gave thee

‘birth, and waiched in tenderness thine earlest
~ ‘days, and trained thee up in youth, and loved in

all. Honor, obey, and love them; it shall fill their
souls with hely joy, and shall bring down God’s
richest blessing on thee; and in days to come,
thy children, if they're given, shall honor thee,
and fill thy life with peace.”
- ~Tryon Edwards
“Parents who wish to train u; -their children

in the way they should go, must go in the way
in which they would have their children go.”
—Francis  Bacon

- “Parents wonder why the streams are bitter,
fiamn.” . ‘ —John FLocke
A suspicious parent makes an artful child.”

: : —Thomes Haliburton
“The father and mother of an unnoticed
family, who in their seclusion awaken the mind
of one child to the idea and love of goodness,
who awaken in’ him a strength of will to repel
temptation, and who send him out prepared to
profit by the conflicts of life, surpass in in-

- when they themselves have poisoned the foun.

- fluence a Napoleon breaking the world to his

sway. . —William - Channing
“We never know the love of the parent till
we become parents ourselves. When we first
bend over ithe cradie of our own child, God
throws back the temple door, and reveals to us
the sacredness and mystery of a father'’s and a
mother’s love to ourselves. In later years, when
our parenis have gone from us, there is always
a certain sorrow, that we cannot tell them we

-haye found it out. . . One of the deepest experi-
‘ences of a noble nature in reference to the loved
-ones that have passed beyond this world, is the

thought of what he might have been to them,
and done for them, if he had known, while they
were living, what he has learned since they
died.” ) —H. W. Beecher

-
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YOUR C'HILDRElzma ﬂWi

Take time to laugh and sing and play,
To cuddle them #z bit.

Tell them a story now and then,

. And steal a little time to sit

And listen to their childish tall,

Or take them for a little walk

You do not know it now — but scon
They will be gone - the years are swift —

For life just marches on and on,
And heaven holds no sweeter gift

Then a small boy with tousled hair,

Who leaves his toys just anywhere

Take time to hear their prayers at night.
To really cherish and enjoy
A litile girl with flaxen curls,
And the small wonder of a boy.
They ask so little when they're small,
Just love and tenderness — that’s all.
—Vermont Home Guards

t3

Parents and Children
Taken from Home Health and Success
by Thomas Nelson

What are your children to you? What are
you, and what should you be, to them? Upon the
right understanding of these important ques-
tions and upon your acting accordingly, hinges
the happiness that you may reap from your

children, as well as their good and future use- .

fulness. Or rather, it hinges upon the last
question; for if we are what nature and God
intended we should be to our children as par-
ents, they will hardly fail to be what they should
be to us. “Train up a child in the way he should
go; and when he is old, he will not depart from
it"is the saying of the wisest man that ever lived.
I am sure he is right about it.

Very few realize to the fullest extent what

they should be to their children, and for this

reason many children are not what they should
be to their parents and the standard of home is
lowered from one generation to another. Every
father 'and mother should apply themselves
- diligently to learn their duties and privileges.in
this matter; and when we become pupils, it pays
to employ the very best teachers that we can
find. Theére are two sources from which we can

draw reliable and useful irifformation more than,

from all other sources combined. Those two are
nature and the Bible. These we shall always find
in full harmony with each other in all their
teachings; for the same God is author of both.
Other teachers may, and generally do, disagree,
thus leaving us to wonder who is right or
whether any of them are really cotrect; but

when we-make nature and the good Book our-

$
% under God,"
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teachers, we know that all the lessons we leamn

“in their school are good and correct. We, there-

fore, recommend them to parents as the best

and only reliable source of information in regard

to the rearing of children. The question, there-
fore, will be, What does nature and the Bible
teach that parents shouid be to their children?

When a childis born, the foundation fora life
has been completed. Upon this foundation a

. structure, high or low, broad or narrow, strong

or weak, will be reared, according to the home
training in childhood and youth, and the after-
life of the man or woman.

It is clear that although the child possesses _
every member that makes up the mman orwoman,
yetnone of these members are developed sothat
child can make use of them on its own respon-

- sibility; and this development is a gradual pro-

cess carried on until full maturity is reached. It
is also both natural and reasonable that the
parenis should supply what the child lacks in
this development, in order that it may be safely
earried through the periods of childhoed and
youth, or until it is able to fully do for itself.
This really shows the duties of parents to
their children as well as the duration and extent
of thése duties. This is a very particular point,
however, and much wisdom will be needed in
order to determine how much responsibility to
hiold to and how much to turn over to the child.
It can be determined only according to our
discerniment of the constant develpment of its
different faculties. To an infant the mother must
really be everything—hands, feet, ears, eyes,
will, mind, etc. True, the babe possesses all
these facultits and members, but they are un-
developed and therefore can not be used; and it
is easy to understand that the Author of nature
intended that the parents supply the lack of the
helpless infant. L :
'But this helplessness does not continue
long. In a year or so the little feet begin to walk,
the fongue to speak, etc. To the extent of devel-
opraent the parents can and should let the child
make use of its physical and mental faculties;
but, remember, no farther. The undeveloped
mind and will of the child is not to have the say-
so-about this matter, but it must be determined
by the mature mind and good will of the parents.
No parents should ever let the child have its own
way when contrary to what they understand to
be good and wise. Sorue parents are entirely too
slack in this respect, to the ruination of home
and. children. The- parents- are not-to-be in
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subjection to thechildren, but the children are

to be in subject to the parents; and right here it -

might be well to let the Bible determine how far
this subjection and obedience shall go—"Chil-
dren, obeyyour parents in all things.” Col. 3:20.
This is spokento the child, butit is the duty and
privilege of the parents to see that it is carried
out; and it is for the very best interest of the
child, not to govern, but to be governed. A good
servant makes a good ruler, but one who has
never learned obedience will never know how to
bear rule, The wise man says, “Woe to thee, O
land, when thy kingis a child!l” Eccl. 10:16. And
we will add, woe unto the home that is governed
by the undeveloped mind and selfish will of the
child!

This government begins at birth and ceases
gradually as the child through growth and
training has no more need of it; but it does not
fully cease until full development, or until man-
hood or womanhood is :
reached; or, to make it a
little plainer, not until the
children leave the parental
home tofound homes of their <
OWT1. =
It is clear that both na-
ture and the Bible teach that :
parents must be the gover- £7// 7
nors of their children; there- ‘i7"
fore it is the only right way to
have it in any home, and to
have it otherwise will prove . '
disastrous to both parents and children. You
can and must govern your children, insomuch
that you will never let them have their own will
orway in a single thing that your judgment tells
you is not for their good. To say that you can not
is to acknowledge yourselves weaker in mind
and body than your undeveloped child. It is not
love, but weakness of manhood and woman-
hood, that causes parents to let a child have its

ownway toits hurt; and yethowoften dowe find -

parents that time after time yield to their

children's stubborn and rebellious wills rather
than be firm and do their duty towards them, as-

parents should.

We will relate a litile incident that came
under our observation some years ago. A fond
mother of an only child, a bright Little boy, who
was at this time about five years of age, heard
some lessons on parental government, and see-

_ing that she had been very slack, she deter-

" mined to do better in the future, However, this

‘one ﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬁ under God,”

was not so easily done, for the little fellow hag
already developed more in self-will than in
mental comprehension. One day we were visit-
ing the home. Just as we had sat down to a table
well spread with many good things to eat, the
little fellow took a notion he wanted certain
things that his mother thought not best for him
tohave. This at once brought trouble, insomuch
that the child got a very stiff backbone and slid
under the table. The next thing was screaming
and kicking, and pounding of a little head
against the floor, which only increased every
time the mother told him to stop and come out
from under the table. The whole affair ended
with the mother's giving in and coaxing the child
out by telling him he could
have the things he wanted.
There are no doubt hun-
dreds of similar cases in
-ourland, either to the full-
est extent or in a less de-
gree. We will say to such
parents that you are culti-
vating something in your
2 children which may some
day put them. behind
§ prison-bars, and that you
§ can and must do differ-
g ently if you really love your

N children and desire-to do

g your very best for their

- good.

Knowledge, wisdom and government are
three things indispensable to parents, and you
should do your very best to possess them to the
extent needed. If you are Christian parents—if
not, you should be—you have this good prom-
ise: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of

God, that giveth to all men liberally, and

upbraideth not: and it shall be given him.”
James 1:5. If you are determined to do your part
and to make a success of rearing your {amily,
you will find need of asking for wisdom: and the
Author of home and family is always ready to
give it, for He is interested in children.

Remember, then, you are to be to your _

children all that they can not be to themselves
because of a lack of development of body and
mind. You must labor for them, first wholly and
then partially, until their hands are strong
enough {o labor for themselves. You must think
and decide for them until they are able to rightly
and wisely decide for themselves and therefore
no longer need your help. At the same time, do

9
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not forget to let them exercise their own facul-

tes in every line; and let your guiding and .

training help the development that nature car-
ries out through growth. It must not be forgot-
ten that the mind and understanding do not, for
several years at least, develop so fast as the
body, and that the whole being in every part
must be trusted according to development. Let
me also say that more time and more efforts
than are usual with most parents will have to be
spent in learning and doing our duties so that
we may do well our main work in life. And again
let me say, it is a well-paying work and is
therefore worth doing well.

L 1 b 1 ] §
Unselfish Living
by Wayne Murphey

One day an elderiy man was seen planting
some fruif trees. Sorneone said to him, “Youwill
not live to see the fruit of those trees.”

“I very well kmow that, my friend, but others
will, after I am gone.” '

This insight was sensible, unselfish, beau-
tiful and Christ-like. It is also the perfect illus-
tration for parenthood. Being a parent provides
a multitude of blessings, but to bring forth the
fruit of those blessings requires the daily prac-
tice of sacrificial living. The everyday demands
of meeting the constant need of children will
test the paiience and endurance of parents, for
their investment of time and labor doesnotlead
to immediate reward. If this is expected, there
will not be enough grace on hand to do a proper

ob. . _
: Every personof merit today was once a child
who had to have his nose wiped and his man-
ners molded. Even Christ came into this world
as a baby in need of the most basic attention.
Theload for Mary was lessened as she pondered
in her heart that one day, as the angel had said,
her child would be the Savior of all mankind.

As parents, don’t become weary and dis-
heartened at the daily toil, but be diligent to
continually provide those things which are
necessary for your children’s physical welfare.
Supply an abundance of love and consistent,
gentle pressure to mold their attitudes. Also, if
you will include them in your prayers and
supplications to God, it will give you hope that
their lives will bear eternal fruit and blessings.
You may not always be rewarded as promptly
as you would lke, but future value for others

will spring from the investinent of your labor.
Rediscover

Solid Family

“Home, Sweet Home”

I have heard hame defined as, “The father’s king-
dom, the children’s paradise, the mother's world.”
Every day father and mother stamp their character
upon their children’s lives, mold their manners, con-
science, and future by the measures with which they
direct their household.

As our Creator beheld man in his first home in
the garden of Eden, He said, “Behold, it was very
good.” Tt is God’s plan for every home to be good,
This cannot be said about many homes today.

There is much honor connected with a good home
and family ties. Let the wife see that she revetence
and obey her husband; the husband is to give honor
unto the wife as the weaker vessel; the children are
to honor the father and -mother. This type of home
honors our Father in heaven. To see this lived and
practiced is a beautiful picture to behold.

It is the privilege of every newly-wedded couple
o establish a happy home. If your home is not a
happy one, you are living beneath your privileges.
You often hear the expression, “Home, sweet home
"« « + be It ever so humble, there’s no place Iike home.”
‘We all are Interested in spending our time in the
things that yield the greatest profit, and nothing is
more profitable to husbands, wives, and children than
a good happy home. This not only holds good divi-
dends for your present home, but will also live on in
your children’s future homes. The standard you hold
will live on and make a happy home for your grand-
children. The way mother treats her husband is the
way daughter will likely treat her husband, There is
no greater heritage we parents ean leave our children
in years to come than precious memories of a happy
home, :

Our interest should be in the welfare of our chil
dren and in spending our time to make each member
in the family happy. Some parents of today pay a
baby sitter to rear their children while they are en-
gaged in social affairs, clubs, vacation trips, etc,
This may bring honor and pleasure to self, but it does
not honor God. Riotous living will deprive a couple
of home happiness.

If in every home natural affection had conirol,
there would be no divorees, no uhfaithfilness, and
home would be sweet {o every member of the family.
Natural affection has been crushed, wounded, and
even killed in some homes, It i3 possible this could
be caused through ignorance or failing to realize
the necessity of following after things that make for
happiness. Love and affection is like a stream; -it
must be constantly fed or it will run dry. |

Young people, keep in mind that neither heauty,

- money, nor-henor can-take-the place of natural at

Virtue
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fection. If you marry for any of these reasons, your
home is likely to prove a curse instead of a blessing.
Recently we talked with a school teacher who

told us that parents would be surprised to see and
hear the actions and conversations that go on among
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the children from homes of today. She says it is’

harsh, hateful, and unkind. After our children have
been in this sinful, unfriendly atmosphere most of
the day, is home such that they can lock forward to
coming and feel that sweet welcome of security that
will erase hurts from their hearts, and find comfort,
love and warmth to ‘make life happy and cheerful
for them?

Let each family ask the question: “Is gur home
as happy as it ought te be?” Most of us may find
there is room for improvement, The best way to im-
prove our home is to improve “ourselves.” If we find
ourselves short of God's standard of a happy home,
each one should strive by the help and grace of God
to regain and retain happiness, and make it a life-
long experience of “Home, sweet home
—Dora Lela Beisly

COMMUNIST RULES OF REVOLUTION

In May of 1919—fifty-two years age—at Dusseldorf,
Germany, the Allied Forces came upon a copy of the
“Communist Rulezs For Revolution.”

Now, more than fifty years later, the Reds still
assiduonsly follow these rules, and their goals are un-
comfortably near at hand.

We gnote from these Red Rules—and as you read the
list, stop after each item and think—what is the present
day situation where you live, and all around our nation?

. A, Corrupt the young, get them away from religion.
Get them interested in sex, Make them superficial, De-
stroy their ruggedness.

B. Get control of all means of publicity, thereby:

1. Get people’s minds off their government by focus-
ing their atiention on athleties, sexy books and plays,
and other trivialities.

2. Divide the people inte hostile groups by constantly
harping on controversial matters of no great importanee,

3. Destroy the people’s faith in their national leaders
by holding the latter up to contempt, ridicule and obloguy,
and general discontent.

4. Always preach frne democraey, but seize power
as fast and as ruthlessly as possible.

6. By encouraging government extravagance, destroy
its credit, produce fear of inflation with rising prices.

€. Foment unnecessary strikes in vital industries, en-
courage civil disorders, and foster lenient and soft atti-
tude on the part of government toward such disorders.

7. By specious argument canse the breakdown of the
old moral virtues—honesty, sobriety, continence, faith
in the pledged word, rugpgedness.

.. G. Cause the registration of all firearms on some pre-
téxt, with 2 view to confiscating them and leaving the
population helpless.

Take time to thinlc—seriously—of all of the ahove.
Then draw your own conclusions, Frightening -how far
this scheme has progressed, isn’t it! —Selectad

~0

under God, May, 1971

Abortion Is Murder

In the light of God's Word, it seems there would
not be any need for any person to have a question
as to the right or wrong of abortion, but it seems that
In this day and age when it is being discussed so freely
some are thinking there might be some reason why
an abortion would be all right. It is not what we think
nor the excuses that we might make that count, it is
what God's Word says. We each ene individually will
have to stand before God and give an account for the
deeds that we commit. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away.”
Matt, 24:35. So when this world is on fire we do want
to be on a sure foundation, We want to be measured
up to God’s Word and we will be safe in that hour.

Murder is mentioned in the list of the “works of
the flesh,” and is one of the sins that will keep us
out of heaven, God also gave the fifth commandment
which says, “Thou shalt not kilL.” Ex. 20:13, We
cannot see how anyone would not know that abortion
is murder, It is taking life,

Abortion means “expulsion of a fetus from the
womb before it is viable; miscarriage,” Miscarriages
which are not induced are not murder, We are dealing
with having the fetus taken from the womb. “Aborti-
cide” comes from a Latin word, “caebire,” meaning

to kill. (Webster) So induced abortion is nothing °

but murder.

One excuse is that it is to save the mother’s life,
According to Dr, J. P. Donnally, “Abortion is never
necessary to save the life of the mother.” According
to Dr, B. J. Pisani, “Medical reason for provoking
abortions are just about non-existent,”

Several terrible methods are used to remove the
fetus, It seems that any mother who has a heart
or & conscience that is not seared could not think of
consenting to the taking of the life of her little one
in any mammer. But the enemy of her soul brings
her to such a state that she surely isn't thinking eor-
rectly at all.

The wanton destruction of life, either born or
unborn, is a grievous sin against God, others, and
one's own soul.  “Be not deceived : God is not mocked :
for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption.” Gal, 6:7, 8. ‘“The Lord knoweth how to
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be
punished: but chiefiy them that walk after the flesh
in the lust of uncleanness.” 2 Peter 2:9, 10,

Mothers, fathers, and the doctors who take life,
or consent fo it, are responsible directly to God for
murder. We warn everyone that they will surely
meet such actions in the day of judgment and there
find God's wrath on them for this hideous sin.

|
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N
‘one ﬁw%@ under God,’
1ily Time or TV

By Sis. Connie Sorrell

My friend looked at me with eyes of
wonder. ‘You don't have a television?
With so many children at home you don’t
have a TV to keep them busy? How do
you live without a TV?” She was sincere
in her question and ! answered her.

“We visit. We work together and we
play together. Our favorite time of the
day is supper when we all sit around the
table and visit while we eat.”

“You do? That may be nice. We live in
such atiny house that we take our food
to the living room and eat on TV trays
while we watch the evening news and
some family programs. Then I make the
children do their homework and get to
bed.”

“Well, that would be different,” I re-
plied thoughtfully. Al my childhood years
and then through our 20 plus married
years I have always known supper time
as the daily family fellowship hour. Each
family member has time to relate to the
rest of us some things that happened in
the day. We keep in touch this way.
Prayer is offered, Bible discussions take
place, questions and answers are ex-
changed, and we all go to bed feeling
snugly bonded together as friends. Eat-
ing in front of a noisy TV would be
disruptiveto conversation, I would think.

Others have found it so, 1 learned
when [ read: Unplugging the Plug-in Drug
by Marie Winn, who is a coniributor to
The New York Times Magazine. By expe-
rience, sheand her husband havelearned
that without a television, their friend-
ship is enriched and their family bond is
strengthened with their two sons. She
has documented several ways in which
watching television causes a negative
influence on children and family life.

TV keeps families from doing other
things such as visiting and listening to
each other, playing fun games indoors
and outdoors and family festivities.

TV hinders many children from
learning good reading skills. It often
deprives preschoolers of a bedtime story
read by Mom or Dad.

TV contributes to children growing
up less civilized. Violent programs or
cartoons desensitize adolescents to the
reality of pain and the value of life.

TV takes the place of play. Toddlers
whospend long periods of time before the
fiickering screen lose opportunity in
learning cognitive development from ac-
tive play. These toddlers are slower in
developing manners among their peers.

TV makes children less resource-
ful. Accordingtosome parents TV makes
them “plain lazy.” Children should be
able to think on their own and be respon-
sible for and aware of their thoughts.

TV has a bad effect on a family's
physical fitness. Dedicated TV watch-
ers have more of a tendancy to be over-
weight because they eat more and exer-
cise less while watching television.

TV has & negative effect on
children’s school achievement. An
impressive number of research studies
prove that excessive television viewing
has an adverse effect on a child’s aca-
demic achievement. It lowers scores in
reading, an bmportant factor in every
area of learning and it takes away from
homework time.

TV watching can be a serious addic-
tion., Adults often say, “I only watch the
news.” "I control what I watch.” But
ultimately the average American spends
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more time in viewing TV programs than
they want to admit.

How quickly does an average Ameri-
can agree toleave the TV off for a week or
two? It is not easy. The TV is a gravita-
tional idol in most houses. Many families
who have turned off the tube for good
after having it available for so long expe-
rience psychological withdrawal "pains.”
it takes time for the family to adjust to
conversations, games, indoor and out-
door activities together, chattingat meal-
time and reading. However, families who
do take this challenging plunge report
stronger family bonds and a whole new
awareness of life about them.

Television can complicate matters for
dysfunctional families. A majority of the
programs project a negative image of a
husband-wife-child relationship. There
are few wholesome role models for the
next generations to follow. TV programs
offer little hope to teens in abusive home
situations.

The best solution is to never bring the

television into your home to begin with.

The Word of God says, “I will set no
wicked thing before mine eyes.” Ps. 101:3.
"Abstain from all appearance of evil.” 1
Thes. 5:22. “...Whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God.” I Cor. 10:31. “Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are
true,...honest,...just,...pure,... lovely,...of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these
-things.” Phil. 4:8.

Several leaders who encourage good
moral standards for our American soci-

ety, advocate Iéss, if any, TV for ahealthy

home life. Those who have stopped the

television from influencing their homes

are not behind times, but they are at the
forefront in leading families to a happier,
healthier relationship with one another.

—3Sis. Connie Sorrell
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Law in the Home
by Mabel Hale

Every part of the universe moves under law,
Each planet in its orbit, each star in the great heavens,
the sun, the moon, the earth, everything that God has
made is sef to law and moves in a definite course, or
remains stationary, as prescribed by that law. All
nature is ruled by inexorable laws. The seasons . come
and go with unchanging regularity, bringing seed-
iime and harvest, cold and heat. Every seed brings
forth of its kind, and every beast of his kind. Every-
where there iz law.

Mankind has found from the very beginning that
government and law are necessary to his happiness
and prosperity, so he has formed nations with their
laws and rulers. Wherever law has been broken down,
anarchy and chaos have been the vesuli

The smallest of all communities, and yvet the
nucleus of all human government, is found in the
home. Here ave a little company of people who are
bound together for their own good and happiness by
cords of love—the strongest ties of nature—each
dependent upon the others, and whose interests are
inseparably interwoven. Here is a little universe to
itself,

Suppose that one star in the heavens should
break away from the established law of the universe
and go careening through space, what would be the
result? Catastrophe after catastrophe would follow.
And shall we wonder then if a member in the little
world of home who is allowed to run contrary to law
and order brings upon himself and the family untold
trouble and anxiety?

Home at ifts best is a place of order, regularity,
and justice, coupled with love and mercy. If any of
these things are lacking, the harmony and peace of
the home is marred. Order, regularity, and justice can
only be the resulis of law.

To acknowledge law there must also be an ack-
nowledgment of authority high enough to make and
enforce law. In the home this power rests with the

parents, and particularly with the father. Parents

should be obedient to the laws they bave made, and
should require obedience from the children,

It is better to have few rules and have them kept
than to have many rules and restrictions and have
them coniéinually broken. Some of the rules which are
good in every home are those which require the
children {o abstain from all impudent and saucy
speeches, to be respectful and courteous to all older
people and to their parents, to play without quarrel-
ing and fighting, to respect the right and properties

of all other members of the household, to be guiet and
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respectful in family worship, and to do their part of

the household duties regularly. And every ane of
these rules, if parent would have a moral right to
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require obedience in their children, have a reflex

requirement on the conduct of the parents.

How can we expect our children to leave off
impudence and sauciness if we speak to them and to
each other in that manner, or how dare we demand of
them a respect they do not see in us? If we cannot get
along without eontentions, why should we expect the
children o do so? And if we disregard their rights'
andl properties, how can we consistently require them
to do differently?

* The laws of the home are in their nature more
flexible and adiustable fo the circumstances of the
individual than other laws, but their moral and
restraining force must be felt in every home that
would be happy and prosperous.

Lindéﬁ God,’

when thou walkest by the way, and when thon
Hest down, and when thou risest up.”

This holy work all parents must do. God
commands it. It is not a matter to be argued
about—to be debated or doubted. It is a duiy to
be done—that must be done, if we would escape
the righteous condemmation of a broken and
holy law. Nor may this very sacred duty be left
to accident for its performance—to be a pious
amusement for our leisure, a something good
enough whenit is done, but that may be omitted

- Innocently by us, and without damage to our

HOME LIFE

The Duty of Teaching God's Word To
QOur Children
Taken from, Our Children
by Atticus Haygood

For the children the family is a school—the
parenis being the divinely appointed teachers.
This is not a question of mere privilege, al-
though it is a very lofly privilege that God gives
_us when he allows us 1o teach His precious
Word to our children. It is a duly, the most
imperative, the most solemn, that can appeal to
ourjudgment, our affectons and ourcenscience.
He who dees not know that he ought to teach
God's Word 1o his children—that he owes it to
God, lo his children, to society and to his own
soul—does not know what every irue father
must know——does not feel as every true father
must feel. It is not a question for the capricious-
ness of human inclination, or the arbitrariness
of human choice. It is a question of law—as the
Ten Commandmenis are law. God does not
simply advise or exhort—He commands: “And
these words, which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talkc
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and

children. We are not onily in teach God's Word to

. our children, but to intend to de it; not only to

teach them, but to take all possible pains to do
it. God's Word is plain—it is unmjstakable: “And
thou shalt teach them diligently to thy chil-
dren.” He who does not understand this does
not understand the commandment, “Thoushalt
not kill;" he does not understand anything. No
placeis left for doubting or dodging this duty: for
omitting it or transferring its responsibilities.
“And thou™—not another, or others, how great,
or good, or learned, or skillful soever they may
be—"and thou shalt teach them™—not inciden-
tally, casually, carelessly, occasionally—"{thou
shalt teach them diligenily unto thy chiidren.”

And it is a perpetualduty, a censtant obliga-
tion, an uninfermitient responsibitily. It presses
upon us, it commands us at home, abroad,
everywhere, all the ime. The sense of obligation
{odo this holy duty must pervade and salemnize
our entire family life. No business, however
pressing, no pleasure, however fascinating, no
human interest whatever can affect it. It is not
a duly for one man—as the man of wealth, of
leisure, oflearning, of piety. Nothing, among all
v employments or pleasures ofmen, canbe so
important that it may interlere with this duty,
hinder this work, lighten this obligation. Cur
condition in life; our mere circumstances of
prosperity or adversily, wealth or poverty, have
nothing to do with it. Are we parents? Have we
been the means of bringing children into this
world? The fact of parenthood setiles the ques-
tion of responstbility and consiftuies the call to
duty. If we are parents we must—not we may—
teach God's Word, His will, His providence, His
grace, His saving truths to our children.

How definite, how precise are the wordst
How imperative the command! And no wonder:
the eternal inferests of immortal souls are con-
nected with the perfomance or neglect of this

duty.
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“Whom o know is life elernal?” What does
he know who does not know God? What is
knowledge that leaves out the knowledge of
Gad? What is learning that forgets, or con-
temns, the truths of God? What is education—
though a thousand diplomas certify its depth
and variety—that neglects or despises the Word
of{ God? He knows most who knows God best: he
is most learned who Is mosi learned in the
things of God; he Is wisest who knows, not
merely the most facts, bui {he most truth; he is
besteducated whose mind is most illumined by
the light of Divine revelation, whose hearl is
most surely enshrined in the promises of God's
grace, whose conscience is most responsive o
the demands of God's law, whose life is mosi
obedienl 1o the requirements of God's will, Wiil
We Tiever learn our most sacred duty? Will we
never know our best and noblest work? Will we
never know what is the chiefl good we can do our
children—the richest heritage we can leave
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must say, "My father toiled for me, sent me to
school, taught me business, but I never heard
him pray; he never told me of God, His govern-
mentd, or His grace?"

‘We have often thought that there sobs oui—
as a pathetic undertone—in the lamentations of
David, over rebellious and lgst Absalom, the
consciousness of some sacred parental duties
neglected, or but partially performed. In
Absalom's boyhood and youth, David was sorely
pressed with the cares of government. His ern
emies, pressing his kingdom on every side; his
iniractable and hali-civitized people crowded
his waking thoughts with anxieties, his dreams
with cares and alarms. He had little time, during
all this period, to watch over the morals of his
children, to teach them God's words, or {0 train
them intheirduties. But Absalom—bright, heau-
tiful, quick-witted, and ambitious—wasnot slow
1o learn. In the court and i the camp he soon
learned the “words” of men, the ways of the

them?

world, but God was

No doubt we love
them. We toil forthem
through winier and
summer. We never
resi. We think for
them by day and

He knows most who knows God best; he is not in all his
most leamned who is most learmed in the things
of God; fie is wisest who knows, not merely the

most facts, but the most truth;..."

“thoughts. In all his
words and deeds
Absalom shows
himself slmply a
__| man of the world.

dream of them by nighi, They fill our thoughts:
they create our anxieties; they excite our hopes;
they alarm our fears. But, alas! we love them in
a biind sort of way—the love of higher instinct—

when we do not know that for our children the

best knowledge, and, indeed, the only indis-
pensable knowledge, is the knowledge of God.

How early we send them 1o earihly schools!
Howr carefully we choose their teachers! How we
seek 1o make them wise in the use of words that
ihey may speak well. How we wish them to be
skillful in the use of numbers. And much other
humanlearningwe think Indispensable to them.
We spend money, time, and 1ol in giving them
ihe knowledge of this world. And this s right, so
far as it goes. We have neither word nor lhought
{o discount the value of a thorough scholastic
education. But this is nol ail,

How many parents are solicilous about the
worldly education of their children, but eare-
less, forgetful, indifferent as o (heir edueation
tn Divinze things! How many thousands of chil-
dren have lived thmugh mnfancy, and early
childhood, and adolescent youth, and have died
and gone into the eternal world, who, if they
bear with them any account of their parents

By and by the penalty came, as, sooner orlater,
it always will and must come. David Iitile knew
whal a storm was brewing, and when at last it
bursi upon his house it well-nigh broke his
heart. The loving father’s heart wasg sorelywrung
when he thought of his idolized children. There
was dishonored Tamar and dead Amnon—and
by a brother's hand. And now, at last, after
treason and all manner of wickedness,
Absalom—so fondly loved, so peited, and so
spofled—nhangs dead from the thick boughs of
anoak in the dark “wood of Ephraim.” This time
victory brought no joy to David. Absalom—his
beautiful and petted Absalom—is dead and
lost—forever lost)

Thereis nothing sadderthan Bavid's lamen-
tation:, and, as it seems to us, his conscience
bleeds with his heart as he wails out his sorrows
in sobs and eries. “And the king was much
moved, and went up to the chamber over the
gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he sald, O
mly son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom!
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my
son, my son|”

That father who is too busy to teach his
children God'’s words and to be the priest of his

|5
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house is too busy for his soul's good—too busy
1o be a father. If his children, untaughi and
unirained in the ways of life, shall live without
God and die withont hope, be sure their blood
will ery from the wet and sobbing earth against
him. That father who is so bome down with
honers and public cares that he cannot perform
{he duly of afather, is {oo great beloremen iobe
great before God. No cares of government—no
necessities of civil or ecclesiastical posilion—
. modify or abridge the oblgations thal inhere in
the very relalion of fatherhood. I the king
-cannol rale his people and teach God's Word to
his children, and be a true priest in his house,
there is no room {or debate; he must be no more
king. There are fathers who should take this to
heart. There can be in this world no more sacred
relation than thal of fatherhood; nothing in this
world may corne between a father and the duty
he owes his child. Whatever hinders him in the
discharge ol his duty, that, if he truly fears God
and wisely loves his child, he will turn from and

eschew. Whatever is Ielt undone, the duties of

(atherhood and motherhood must be done. And
yel there are some parents who neither think
nor care. They are of this world; they build, not
on God’s plan, bul on their ownm, meager and
[alse Lhough it is. They assume to choose and io
decide. They sel God's claims aside, or subordi-
nale them io the claims of business or pleasure,

“Let parents endeavor to deserve thai honor
which God has commancied their children to
pay them; and believe it, thal they musi be by
grealer and better offices than barely bringing
them into this world: which of itself puts them
only in danger of passing inlo worse. And,
therefore, let parenis remember, ihat as the
paternal is a most honorable relationn so ilis also
the grealest trust in the world, and that God will
be a cerlain and severe exaclor of i; and the
more 50, becawvse they have such weighty op-
portunities io discharge it.”

L P F 3 T
What is Sin?

Catherine Wesley gave this definition to her
son, John, when he asked her, “Whal is Sin?”

"Whatsoever weakens your reason,
impairs the tendemess of your conscience,
obscures your sense of God,

or takes the relish off spiritual things,

whalsoever increases the authority of yourbody

over your mind, that for you is sin.”

S
D oay
S

A Word to the Boys

P}

For a long time we have felt the need of a mes-
sage for the boys, as the boys are among the most
interesting and Important classes. I will tell yon why,
boys, because you are to become the future men of
fomorrow.

We older people should be very much concerned
about the boys—and we are; that is why this message
is written. There are many snares to entrap the feet
of the young. :

There are broken-hearted parents who go down to
the grave in sorrow because of a dear bey who drinks,
etc. Perhaps he is the only stay of their old age.
Another, instead of being 2 siay to his widowed
mother, tramples on her heart which is already crush-
ed with deep sorrow.

Boys, consider, Could you only see the great army
of criminals and “down and cuters” all together,
along with the broken-hearted wives, mothers, and
children! My dear God, what a picture! Do you know,
boys, that these bloated-faced, red eyed, half-crazed
men who are the cause of all this suffering, were once
as innocent as you perhaps are now? You have no
thought of becoming like them. Not one of them
reached this place in a single bound or step.

The first downward step of many a bay was dis-
obedience to parents. For his associates he chose
wicked boys who used tobacco and swore. He thought
it was manly to do these things and followed them
right in their steps—down, down, down. N

Boys! Boys!! Beware!! Do not take the first step in
this downward course, for the end thereof are the

- ways of death. If you have commenced this way,
STOP NOW!—BEFORE IT 1S TOO LATE! Don't
let Satan entrap you any further. Ask God to help
you and have the courage fo say, “No.” God will
help you if you ask Him to do so.

Dear boys, will you give this earnest thought?
Leok around you and notice the people who drink.
Then look until yeu find a young man with a strong
body, clean -clothes, clean lips and teeth, and rosy
cheeks. His very actions say “no” to all bad habits. It
is said that if a bell should toll every eight minutes, it
would toll the death of a drunkard. Roys, get Christ
in your hearts. He will fit you for life and it you for
heaven. —From an interested mother

{Taken from a 1932 Faith and Victory)
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' Some Neglectful Parents
. .

We live in an age when there is a great deal
of zeal in the cause of education. But all ed-
ucation is miserably defective where the knowl-
edge of God’s Word is left out. Those who have
early in youth been well instructed in the Word
of God will be fortified against being carried
away with the many errors of the age. Parents,
do not neglect to sow the seeds of divine truth
early in the minds of your children. You have
them around you now, but the time is not far
distant when they will be scattered far from
you.

There is no time to lose. Do not let them go
forth with minds as uninstructed in Bible truths
as the heathen. Do not let them ge forth to
grapple with the stern realities of life without
the light of the heavenly lamp. You may he
proud of your children’s education; you may
have spared no cost upon it. But without a
knowledge of the Bible, what is to become of
their poor souls? God says, “Train up a child in
the way he should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.”

Some object to this view of the case by
pointing te some very good people who have
had very wicked children. The Word does not
" say that every good man’s child shall be saved,
for every good man is not a good child-trainer.
Some good people are really training their chil-
dren for perdition, although they do not know it
and would be dreadfully distressed at the
thought. Eli was a good man, and yet he trained
his family for destruction. His sons made them-
selves vile, and he restrained them not. We have
an example of the same thing in David’s house-
hold. He spoiled his children by indulgence, zind

thereby brought trouble not only upon himself
but upon his whole kingdom. Just as our gar-
dens if left alone will be sure to bring forth
weeds, so our children if left to the guidance of
their own nature are sure to grow up rebels
against God. Children who have early been
taught to submit their own wills to the will of
the parents are far more likely to submit their
wills to God. It is a rare thing for a spoiled, self-
indulged child ever to be converted in aduli-
hood.

Parents may be good people, they may offer
many prayers for the children, they may shed
many tears for them, but the child whose will is
not taught to bend to authority grows up sirong
in its rebellion, treating the commands of Jesus

as it treated those of its parents, saying, “I will

not have this man to reign over me.”

The parents of such a child have, without
intending it, been his worst enemies by their
foolish indulgence. Oh, how sad to see parents
laying down, to be trampled in the dust, the
autheority that God has given them to guide
their children aright in this world and to heayv-
en in the end! —William Strong

0—0—0—0—0~—-0—0—0

 Listen Mothers, Guard
And Guide

Listen mothers, “Guard and guide,”
Little feet can go astray:

Danger in their path may hide,
That increases day by day.

Take the time to talk and teach,
Little thoughts may long remain

In the hearts they clearly reach,
Many evils to restrain.

17
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Mother's confidences prove )
Oft the twrning point of life,

For the heart they gently.move_
When with evil there is sirife.

In old age they treasures seem,
Having served as blessings rare,
Ling'ring as a lovely dream,.
Making life exceeding fair.
—dennie C. Rutty

N -y ] -l
Many Christian parents, even those who have
been warned about the spiritual dangers associated
with the television, continue to allow their children to
watch if because they feel it is educational. They
state that the T.V. helps their child learn many
- things about the world they live in, and believe that
it allows them to do better in school. If, however,
parents fook time out from their busy schedules to
read up on this important snbject at one of the larger
libraries, they would find that studies are showing
that the amount of useful information children get
from T.V. is exceptionally limited. The number of
hours spent in T.V. watching has been found to
correlate negaiively to academic achievement. In
other words, the children who made the highest
scores on standardized tests in school watched the
least amount of T.V. Among children ranked at the
bottom of their classes, it was not unusual to find
youngsters who watched an average of six or more
hours of T.V. per day. Many highly intelligent pax-
ents (including some who do not profess Christianity
or even a belief in God) refuse to let their - children
{even teenagers) watch more than three to six hours
of T.V. per week. They realize that most shows con-
tain little, if any, value for their children.

In 1982, the National Institute of Mental Health
issued a ten-year study on the role of the television in
the lives of children. The committee found that T.V.
did not provide material for imaginative play. Those
who viewed many hours of T-V. had Jess ability to
use their imaginations and had lower creativity. Their
reading comprehension was lower and most of these
children did poorly when asked io create a stary of
their own. .

Children who watched T.V. even a few hours

under God,?.

each day found even simple writing assignments
difficult. Even though many of the younger children
had excellent receptive vocahilaries and were ahle to
understand what they heard, they usually had a
‘great deal of difficulty expressing their own ideas on
paper, which is what is required in school.

A number of other problems were found in this
study, but the young child’s inability to distingnish
facts from opinions, and fantasy from reality should
concern parents. Although most people ineorrectly
assume that children who are six to fourteen years of
age are able to tell what is real and what is not as
they watch T.V., most children are unahle to do this
before the age of 12 to 14. This finding would not
seem surprising if one considers the fact that thou-
sands of adulis have written to Mavcus Welby (an
actor who played the role of a doctor of great abili-
ties on television). asking for medical advice.

Another group of parents believe that they should
allow their young children to waich “Sesame Street”
and “BElectric Company.” The reports on “Sesame
Street” are coming in and what they are showing is
not comforting. “Sesame Street” is designed to catch
the attention of the very young. It consists of a series
of short, action-oriented sequences. This type format
does not build the child’s attention span. Although
the young child will probahly learn the alphabet,
nembers, and a few other skills, the short attention
span and hyperactivity he or she develops as they
learn, often stay with them as they enter school,
Primary teachers frequently mention the fact that
each year they seem to have more and more students
who appear bright but are unable to sit stil]l and
listen long enough to learn new skills, They experi-
ence difficulty in staying in their seats, completing
asgignments, and listening while others are speaking,
The bright colors and rapidly changing scenes de-
signed to capture and keep the attention of the pre-
school child eause many children to conclude that
school is dull indeed.

Although television does steal time from reading
activities, a second problem that is not often recog-
nized by concerned parents is that all muscles, in-
cluding the eves, perform according to the way they
are trained. Children exposed to “Sesame Street” and
“Eleciric Company” may enter school reading words
or phrases but their reading ability usually does not
continue to progress as the parents had expected.
When watching T.V., the eyes move mostly in a
“scatter-patiern” but predeminantly up and down.
When reading, the eyes need to make relatively smooth
movements in a left-to-right manner. Children whose
eyes develop a strong “scatier-pattern” habit before
eye motions for reading are learned, have great
difficulty in learning to read effortlessly. If theé child
is still basically a non-reader at the end of the first or
second year, the schaol may diagnose the problem as
a learning disability. Even though the problem was
environmentally caused, correcting it is both expen-
sive and difficult,

The third thing to be said against allowing your
child to develop the habit of watching ““Sesame
Street” is that most children who are regular watch-
ers ‘oub-grow the program by the time they are four,
They then “graduate” to other T.V. programs al-
though most of them are written for adult aundiences.
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Although there are many other reasons parents
should shield their children from T.V., a few of them
include: 1, Becoming desensitized o all the violénce,
inordinate affections, and abominations that are
becoming more prevalent in our country each day:
2. Finding that children have trouble focusing their
minds on what fraining the parents attempt fo give
when the T.V. is off; 8. The addictive nature of T.V.;
4. Poor health habits fostered by commercials,

The Bible insiructs parents to “train ap a child in
the way he should go. . . .” Parents must realize that
this means you train yeur child. If they are spend-
ing more time in front of a T.V. than they are spend-
ing at your feet being taught about God, you should
not be surprised when the child goes off in the direc-
tion of his most intense iraining.

Christian parents must realize that they have no
one to apologize to when they refuse to allow T.V.
sets in their homes, Children are gifts from Ged. He
would net want us to knowingly cause a child to be
handicapped and corrupted. ¢

I do pray that someone who may have had ques-
‘tions in their minds about the T.V., will be helped by
something that has been said. —Myraz Moaning
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A Invaluable Mexcy

We fall into many mistakes on this whole
subject of the religion of childhood

In the firat place, we have a vague notion
that there is no need of pressing the matter
upon a child’s attention—that there is plenty of
time—that a child has not much to do with
religion any way— that religion is a subject
that chiefly concerns grown people—that g child
is in no danger by delay in embracing Christ—
that it will be as well, if not better, for the litile
ones to wait awhile. And some persons—surely

!
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on account of ignorance or inattention, and not,
we trust, indifference—seem to atiach very little

importance to such efforts as children make to -

be religious. Sometimes we have heard the in-
terest of a protracted meeting discounted by
reflections upon the number of children that
knelt for prayer. Surely such persons have not
read, or considered, what our Lord dJesus has
said: “At the same time came the disciples unto
dJesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the king-
dom of heaven? And Jesus called a litie child
unto him, and set him in the midst of them,
And said, Verily I say unto you, Ezcept ye be
converted, and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself ag
this little child, the same is greatest in the

-kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive

one such little child in my name receiveth me,
But whoso shall offend one of these little ones
which believe in me, it were better for him that a
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that
he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
Matthew 18:i-6,

Critics may differ as much as they please
about the exegesis of these weighty words, but
their spirit is unmistakable, and we cannot
read them aright without feeling that we com-
mit a great sin, and expose ourselves to a great
condemnation, when we hinder a little child

“that would come to Jesus. But it is mournfully

true that sometimes we imitate the bad example
of the unbelieving disciples who “rebuked’’
those who “brought young children to him, that

he should touch them.” Let us read and ponder

the record that the evangelist has made at this

" place: “But when Jesus saw it, he was much

displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little
children to come unto me, and forbid them not:
for of such is the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14.

How mischievous are our misty notions and
blind prejudices! We ought to press the subject
of religion upon the attention of our children.
There is not plenty of time. Children have much
to do with religion—as much as grown people
have. Children are in great danger who delay
embracing Christ. It is not, by any means, as
well for a child to wait awhile; for he suffers, if
not the loss of his soul, nevertheless an incal-
culable Joss, by waiting.

The child is now capable of sin, and by that
token we know that he is capable of religion
also. He now needs Christ, and, therefore, Christ
is now able and willing to save him. For “the
Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.” Children are born with de-
praved natures; they must have new hearts to
become children of God in Christ Jesus. They
must be pardened and regenerated. Sin is one in
its essential character in grown people and in
children. There is but one way as there is but
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one Saviour. To become “heirs of God” they
must be made “children of God.” To become
“children of God” they must be “created smew
in Christ Jesus"— must be “transformed by the
renewing of their mind.” They must be “born
again”—**born of the Spirit,” “born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God.” And the sooner the hetter
for the child, for the good of men, and for the
glory of God.

It is, indeed, a blessed and glorious work of
grace when some great sinner of “the giemts, of
the sons of Anak,” is hrought to the feet of
Jesus; but in every view of the case it would be
better that the little sins of children should never
develop into the great sins of desperate and

hardened sinners. The story of the prodigal,

redeemed from the wretchedness of an outcast
swineherd {o the blessedness of sonship and
home, is enough to move the heart of 2 demon;
but it had been better and more beautiful, and
more pleasing to God, that the son should never
have become a reprobate. )

“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid!” (Romans 6:1, 2).

The child whose sound conversion is de-
layed—by his own willfulness, or by the mis-
takes or indifference or unbelief of friends—even

“though he may afterward be regenerated and be
saved, suffers an incalculable loss by the delay.
To keep men out of hell is not the chief end or
glory of the salvation that Jesus Christ hag
brought into the world, but rather to save them
from sin, and to make them unfit for such a
place as hell and for such companionship as
that of the lost.- .

Saul of Tarsus was a great sinner, and, by
the grace of God, he became a great saint; but
his sins did not help to make him a saint. He
had been a greater saint had he not been so
great a sinner. Persecution of the saints made
no contribution to the development of his piety.
'True, he burst forth into irrepressible and
grateful songs whenever he thought of the in-
finite mercy that was showed to him. Truly and
thankfaily did he say: “This is a faithful say-
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief.” I Timothy 1:i5. But if he had
embraced Christ before that day of blood and
darkness, when he “stood by” to sanction the
murder of “His first martyr, St. Stephen”—to
have been saved from the commission of such a
sin would have tuned his heart to songs as
grateful as those which celebrate his pardon.

Do we not think too little of this—the blessed-"
"ness of being saved from the commission of

great sins? We do not discount the riches of
Divine grace—the power of God’s Spirit in chang-
ing the heart of Saul of Tarsus, but we must

A ‘
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think it had been unspeakably better for the
great apostle never to have blasphemed the
name of Jesus, never {o have “persecuted” His
saints, “even unto strange cities.”

Read the history of Manasseh, king of Israel,
the wicked son of the good Hezekiah. He
“wrought uncleanness with greediness,” com-
mitting all manner of sin. Late in life, under the
heavy hand of an avenging Providence, “he
besought the Lord his God, and humbled him-
self greatly before the God of his fathers.” Infinite
was the mercy that heard and accepted such a
sinner. But Manssseh’s pardon and Manasgeh's
salvation could not undo the evil that he had
already done. Hundreds, perhaps thousands,
went down to hell, as the result of his falge
docirines and wicked ways, even before his
repentance and pardon. Nor did his Trepentance
and parden siop the long procession of rebellions
ones—full of sin and doomed to death—ihst
kept marching -on and down to their fate.

We knew a preacher—a man of genius, and
power, and deep devotion. He was once a great
sinner. He never mentioned his old life except to
deplore his sins, and to magnify the merey of
God. On one occasion, referring to his great and
merciful deliverance, he thought of the evil he
had done before his repentance and conversion.
He paused a moment, and then with a sobbing
cry that would have moved a stone, he said,
“But I am afraid there are souls in hell that I
sent there!” And then, while the tears streamed
down his face, he cried, “Q Jesus, Jesus, tell
them how sorry I am, how sorry I am!”

Would God that we knew that the “prevention
of sin is an invaluable mercy!

—Taken from Our Children by Atticus Haygood

o

Young People Should
. Learn Economy

Belore young people start to do for them- .
selves, they should also be taught how toman- -
age and economize. Many young people never
know where money comes from and conse- .
quently cannot knowits value. Such young men
and young women are handicapped in getting
along financially. Let then: learn how money is
made and also how to save it, not to be covetous,
but for the purpose of knowing how to getalong
themselves, as well as to be able o do gocd
ouiside ol thelr own circle in life. The seripture
does not say In vain, “Study to be quiet, and to
de your own business lmanage your own af-
fairg], and to work with your hands...that ye
may walk honestly toward them that are with- -
out, and that ye may have lack of nothing.”
Parents should stidy this good lesson them-
selves, as well as practice it, and should teach
it to their children in a practical way.

" —Taken from Home, Health and Success
by Thomas Nelson
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HOME LIFE
Love—The Secret Weapon

Jesug teaches ue in Mark 12:31, that the first and
most important commandment is love: fo love God,
and to love our fellow man. The natural and neces-
sary climate for Christian growth and nuriure is love.
The love Jesus speaks of here is “agape”—the divine
love of God for man—nof human love, or romantic
love, or even filial love, but the greai, all-encompas-
sing love of God that Paul describes in 1 Cor. 13.

This love is the secret to a happy, suceessful
Christian life, and it is also the secret to heing sue-
cessful in rearing children. Love is more necessary
to children than food; and they hegm to know soon
after bixth if they are loved. Why is God’s first com-
mandment to us one of love, rather than obedience to
His rules? He knows that if we love Him, we will be
obedient to anything He asks. Thus He put into
children a desire io be loved that is stronger than all
other needs. This is the great tool He gives us to
shape and direct their lives toward Him. IT we love
our children, they cannot help loving us; and this
love gives us the power and authoxity to meld their
characiers into God’s image

The flood of love that rushes over you when you
first become a parent is a wonderful feelng, much
like the feeling of “falling in love.” But that high tide
of emotion is not a love that can earry you through
the long years ahead. It beging to dim considerably
during the frst allmight colic session, and may be
hard even to remember by the time your darling is
able to crawl around introducing himself to your
breakables. Nevertheless, the child’s need to be loved
is just as sirong as it ever was, whether it is easy for
you to feel love for him or nof. This is when you need
“agape.”

Love suffers long and is kind. Only the love of
God can suffer long encugh with a child. Human
patience is a poor tool in child rearing. A parent’s job
in training a child is to repeat the same things over
and over and over, uniil the child learns them. Of
course he can’t learn all the good behavior you wish
him to know by being told three or four times; but he
must learn it. Tell him, then, with love; and with love
tell him again and again—not for months but for
years, Don’t punich him because he forgets or doesn’t
understand or you're tired of telling him; punish him
when he knowa what you want and refuses to do it
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And through all this, be kind. That liitle child's self-
esteom is so easily damaged, and he forms his opin
ion of himself from the way you treat him and tha
things he hears you say about him. Don’t resort o
yelling or name-calling to make him mind. You forfeit
your authority and damage the child’s self-image
when you do that. (Remember that Jesus tells us to
love our neighbors as ourselves; and ne one ever yet
loved others without first loving himself) Your job is
to give your child such 2 good feeling about himself
that the world can’t knock it out of him!

Love seeketh not her own and is not easily
provoked. Don't fall inio the trap of using your
child’s looks, personality, or abilities to build up your
pwn ego or impress your friends; that way lies trouble
for both of you. The child is nat a reflection of you; he
is a person in his own right. Don’t push your children
into things they’re not interested in to fulfill your
own unsatisfied desires. It won’t work. When you
become a pareni, it’s time to stop thinking aboul
what you want!

Don’t punish a child because he has embarassed
vou or made you angry. You can’t deal with him
fairly on the basis of your hurt feelings, pride, or
anger; deal with him only on the basis of good be-
havior or bad hehavier. Your discipline can never be
effective unless your child Jmows that you will be fair
with him, and that you do i with love. And be sure
that the child understands your rules before you try
to enforce them.

The next most important thing to loving your,
child is {o make sure he knows he’s loved. Tell him s¢
every day. Tell him the things you like about him;
compliment him when he fries io please you; find
something good to say even when he fails; and when
you say these things, look him in the eve Direct eye
contact says more than words can ever hope to;
through it your child ean look into your heart and
know that yon really mean the things you're saying.
Make this a habit from mfancy on, and you'll be able
to read vour child’s heart, too.

Spend time alone with each child every day.
Make this a time to play special gdmes you make up
together, listen fo each other, and reinforce your love.
Initiate this time yourself—don’t make the child
clamer for your atiention. Give it io him freely, of
your own volition, before he asks. You'll soon find
that this quality of attention will satisfy his iove-
hunger, and he'll be content to play by himself more.
You need not spend all your time playing with your
children, of course, but it is the most important part
of your day. This may sound like heresy, but it’s true:
vour child is more important than housework! Will
he remember in later years that your house was al-
ways immaculate, or that “Mom never had time to
play with me”?

Take time to make special memories for your
children. Do vnexpected, fun things with them, just
becanse you wani io, Make up little ceremonies or
traditions that they enjoy, and enter into the fun
yourself. By involving the whole family you will give”
them a sense of belonging and security that will
follow them always. You want them to come see you
when they’re grown, don’t you‘? Then make them feel
wanted now!

2|
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You will not spoil your children by giving them
this kind of loving attention. Love does not spoil
children; lack of consistent discipline spoils them. A
Aoved child is easy to correct, and you will find love to
be a much more effective disciplinary tool than harsh-
ness or anger.

By giving of yourself to your children, filling
them wp with love and security, you can kindle a fire
to be passed on to your grandchildren and theirs,
more valuable and precious than any other treasure
you could give them. Most of the personality dis-
orders and unhappiness in the world around us are
caused by the lack of parental love, and unfortunately
this is passed on, too. It's very difficult to love a child
seiflessly if you yourself were not loved as a child—
without “agape.” So start a tradition of love with
your children! They first learn of the love of God
through the love you show them. —Patsy Cain

HOME LIFE

To Young Parents

I greet yon in the precious name of Jesus. I want
to write a little to you about home life. The Rible
speaks much about the family and home. Did you
know that the devil is irving to destroy the homes in
America today? I believe that homes are the back-
bone of our country, se let each one of us work hard
to keep them together.

The Bible teaches us that the *“husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the
church: and he is the saviour of the body.” Read
Eph. 5:22, 23. The dear Lord wants us to have happy
homes. The husbhand is to have the responsibility of
providing a living for the wife and children. 1 Tim.
5:8, says, “But if any pravide not for his own, and
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied
the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”

We also read in the Bible what the work of a wife
should be. 1 Tim. 5:14, 15, says, “1 will therefore that
younger women marry, bear children, guide the house,
give none occasion to the adversary to speak re-
proachfully. For some are already turned aside afier
Satan.” Alse, Tit. 2:4, 5, says, “That they may teach
the young women to be sober, to love their husbands,
to love their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers
at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that
the word of God be not blasphemed.” Keep in mind
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that there may be circumstances where the single,
divorced, widowed, or those who have husbands who
are ill, may of necessity need to work away from
home.
_ You young parents have a big responsiblity, and
it is & precious privilege that God has given you with
your children. You should love them so much that you
would always put the right example hsfore them in
your every-day life-—in your dress, conversation, and

in your dealings with other people. You should al-
ways be truthful but firm in your dealings with your
children. It is your duty fo correct them when they
need it. Do not do it in 2 moment of temper or anger,
but in love and firmness with a switch when needed,
Start when they are very young. If you wait until
they are clder, you won't be able to correct them as
easily. I have heard mothers say when their children
were only five or six years old, “I just can’t do any-
thing with them.” How sad! I do believe that if
children are corrected at hame, they will be very easy
to correct in public. ¥f we let them have their way at
horne, it is much harder to conirol them in public. To
holler at a child or to tell him or her not to do some-
thing is not fully correcting them. Bring to an end
that which they are doing. In some homes the chil-
dren are running the home in that they tell their
parents what to do. The Bible tells the parents io
run the home. .

Young fathers and mothers, I am sure you feed
your little ones with good nourishing food daily that
they may grow up to be sixong and healthy. So like-
wise, you shouid teach them while they ave young on
spiritual things—io love the Lord God with all their
heart, mind, soul, body, and strength, and to love
iheir neighbor as themselves, and to obey their par-
ents in all things. It is very good to read out of the
Bible and to have family worship with them daily,
Vylhat they Iearn in childhood usually stays with
them. :

Young wives, you should cherish the place God
has put you. Love your husband se much that you
want to please him in every way. Do not be slothfal
and dirty, but keep your house and children clean.
When your husband comes in from work, always
have a neat appearance, a bright countenance, a
smile on your face, and encouraging words; you don’t
know what all he has faced through the day at his
job,

Now, dear wife and mother, I know your job isn’t
easy. Yon have the children with you all day, you
clean house, cook, sew, and all the other things a
mother has to do, but no doubt you have found an
hour or so each day to read and pray while they are
asleep or playing. To have a little time alone with
God to read and pray should be a real privilege to
you as you don’t have to work out.

Husband, do be kind to your wife; love her as
yourself When you hurt her, you huri yourself. Tell
her you love her. Give her a compliment on a new
dress, a cake, or anyihing she has done well. Sur
prise her with a small gift, showing your love for her.

I hope I have been an encouragement to each one
to really work at your marriage. The Lord has buil
the home and does not want to see it broken up.

~ Written with much love in my heart fo the young
families of owr time,

Christian love, —Sis. Pearlene Whitson

=]
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Influences
By Atticus Haygood

Who forgets his home? Not the wanderer.
Thereis Jacob fleeing from the face of wrathfui
Esau, and during long years of wasting toil
with Laban the Syrian clinging but to this fond
hope: “So that 1 come again io my father's
house in peace.” The old, whose feet may even
now be pressing the borderland between two
worlds, donot forget. Our dear, sainted grand-
mother used to forget recent events and new
acquaintances, but she never forgot the green

- meadows, nor the spring that went laughing

from the foot of the hill, the rosetree in the
garden, nor the old oaks in the yard, with all
the precious memories of her childhood's home
in grand old Virginia, way back in the time
when Washington and his barefooted heroes
were braving the hardships of 'Valley Forge.

When David was returning to Jerusalem
after the defeat ofrebellious Absalom, Barzillai,
an aged Gileadite, who had showed the king
and his band of faithful followers much kind-
ness the day they fled before the face of the
traitor, joined him on his returmn, and accom-
panied him with an escort of honor part of the
way to his capital. Grateful David begged the
old man to go on with him to Jerusaiem and
promised to reward him like a king. Barzillai's
reply speaks a language that all hearts will
understand: “Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn
back again, that | may die in mine own city,
and be buried by the grave of my father and of
my mother.”

Nor does the prodigal, who has “wasled his
substance with riotous living,” forget. The
remembrance of his “father's house” brought
penitential tears to eyes unused to weeping,
and the light of life to a spirit that had long
wandered in darkmess. “And when he came to
himself, he said, ‘How many hired servants of
my father's house have bread enough and to
spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise
and go to my father,””

Affections like these—so universal, so in-
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tense, so indestructible—must be divinely im-
planted. They are intended to exercise a con-
trolling influence in molding human charac-
ter. In shaping the destiny of individuals and
of society they are all but omnipotent. And
shail powers like these be overlocked, or un-
dervalued, or misunderstood, in our estimate
of the creative, regulative, and regenerative
forces that are to form or to restore society?
Shall we regulate and utilize them according
fo the dictates of sound reason and of divine
inspiration, or leave them to accident, or
surrender them to caprice? Who does not
know that the future destiny of the Church
and of the State is now being woven in the
noiseless but unresting looms of the family
and the home? The family, not the fates,
determine destiny. The destiny of a people is
not settled by the defeat of one great political
party or the triumph of ancther—by presi-
dents or Congress—but by the powers that
sway their scepter about the fireside; by those
influences that shape and fix the character of
little children.

We count it a benefaction to the race when
some gifted and patient man shows us how to
control and employ more perfectly the great
powers of nature. We build monuments to
Franklin and Morse for telling us what the
lightning is and for making it the obedient
servant of our wants. We call him a benefactor
who develops a new industry; we offer rewards
and hold expositions to encourage inventions.
If one can show us how to be rich and great
and prosperous, we call him wise, bless him
as a friend, and crown him with honors. But
is there not something more important to us
than any or all of these things? For what are
the influences that make us all what we are?
that make, or mar, our mortal and immeortal

" fortunes? What are the influences that form

and determine the character and, therefore
the destiny of our children? The silent but
potent energies that originate in the family
relation—intertwisted with all the ties that
bind us together—that begin their work with
the first motherly caress that soothesa baby's
cry. that works on through all changes of
condition and that leave us not till we have left
this world, if indeed they do niot continue with
us forever. These have made us what we are,
and will determine what our children shall be.

a3
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HOME LIFE

Supplying The Children’s Needs

How fodlish I wonld be to throw away a beanti-
ful, clean sheet of paper and instead select from the
rubbish-barrel a torn, sciled sheet on which I must
spend much time cleaning and trimming before I
could use it!

-1g it not, thén, lack of real discernment that will
cause gospel workers and spiritual men and women
to weep and labor and sacrifice time and money for
ruined lost lives if they negleet or fail to teach,
encourage, and fire the zeal for godly things in the
little children all around them?

A child rescued and saved at ten years of age has
a probable forty or fifiy vears more of usefulness
before it. A man rescued ai forty has proportionately
less time besides the wreckage of the past and the
upraoting of many bad habits.

A man at the verge of the grave may be snatched
from the burning, but his time and opportunities of
usefulness are all lost. Thus, we see the importance of
providing the rudiments that mold desirable elements
inte the characters and lives of our chlldren and our
neighbors’ children.

Observation and experience justify men in de-
claring that less time and effori are necessary for
winning iwenty children fo Christ than one adult at
fifty vears of age.

The Sunday school affords great opportunities,
since its nitimate aim should be to so forcibly press

the claims of Christ upen each individual that he or

she can never lose the impression.

The spiritual members of the family, which should
be the father and mother but soretimes is not, may
also favorably impress the young minds with beauty
and purity of submissive attitude fo God.

A period each day, devoted to worship helps to
indelibly impress upon the mind, the sublime, supreme,
omnipotence of God. What other opportunify affords
the sincere consistent parent such means for creating
respect and reverence fowards God?

How may we make the children enjoy it? By
understanding their attitude, and by gently and
intelligently directing them to see their need.

—Mabel C. Porter
{Taken from Gospel Trumpet, Jan. 1917)

Hodiscovnr

Sofid Farily
Virtue
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Trajnlng begtns almost from birth, but must
be increased as gradually as the child grows and
develops. It can not be done for a month nor for
even a day In advance, but it must be done daily.
It would be folly for parents to chastise their child
before it kmows why, and parents that are gov-
emed by love and reason will never do so. When
the clifld is about a year old, and sometimes before
with some children, it can be taught gently and
firmly that it can not keep up a cxy just to have its
own way or when there is no reason for it; and in
many otherways it canlearm to curb any tendency
tobad habits that otherwise might be started. This
you may not always be able to accomplish without
using a Htile rod or switch, Although that should
be the last resort, and though it will hurt you
warse than it does the child, yet to administer
such correction is better than to let a bad habit or
anything else bad even get started. The best way
to keep the garden clean is never to let the weeds
get a start, and the same thing is true regarding
the bad things that may appear in the lives of our
children.

Some hold and advocate that the rod should
never be used on a child; that the rod keeps it from
developing in the individual use of its own mind,
ete. This is a mistake. It is not correcting and
chastising the child in order to keep-# from
forming and developing wrong. traits and habits,
that injures its development, for we do not want
this kind of development, but it is correcting and

" chastising for things that it should net be chas-

tised for. Parents should use wisdom in their
training. Only things not goed, or wrong things,
should be entfrely cut off; while natural and good
things should be guided and regulated only. A
child’s reason and the love it possesses and owes
to its parents should always be appealed to as a
means of obedience, and only when this method
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falls should the rod be used. But reinember, you
must have it obey you at any cost and at all times.
" Itis betterto use the rod than to spoil the child. We
will give a few quotations from the wise man in
regard to this; *Foolishness is bound in the heart
of a child; but the red of correction shall drive it far
from him.” Prov. 22:15, “Withhold not correction
from the child: for if thou beatest him with the rod,
he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod,
and shalt deliver his sou! from hell,” Prov. 23:13-
14.“He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he
that loveth him chasteneth him betimes,” Prov.
13:24. “Chasten thy son while there is hope, and
let not thy soul spare for his crying.” Prov. 19:18.
-These are Qld Testament quota-
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necessary to enforce obedience with the rod, take
the child off by itself; tell it how sorry you are that
you have to use the rod, and that you punisti it for
its good. Be sure you really feel this-way about it,
and you will not need to apply-the rod very hard
nor very long before its littie arms will be thrown
aroung you in loving submission. If you correct
your child because you love it, it will love you for
correcting 4t,

As children increase in stature as well as in
age, bad thingswill begin to crop out in their lives,
such as self-will, stubbormness, anger, lying, etc.
These things, if persisted in, will form habits that
will be harder to break the longer they are contin-

ued In. They must therefore

tions, but they are just as appli-
cable to children in our time; for
if parents do not see that their
children learn o obey and to do
right, they will turn ont “sons of
Belial,” and the parents willgeta
reward not much better than the
one received by EHN, the high
priest and judge of Israel, who
failed to enforce home govern-
ment on his children.

*There are
things in chil-
dren that not

only must be al-
lowed, but must
be encouraged,
and at the same
time it must be

be “nipped in the bud.” The
child must be told that it can
not be allowed to do anything
that will make it 2 bad boy or
bad girl. No punishment
should be inflicted untiiproper
efforts have been put forih to
get the child to understand
why it can not do certain
things. Disobedience should
not be allowed in the home. It

The proper thing, if chas- T isnot the main thing in train-
tisement is needed, is “the rod,” _tlj"ﬂll-le, so that ing a child to prune off the
the size of whichmust be deter- It W ill grow and sproutsofevil that appear from
mined by the size of the child and develo p in the time to time: there are things
by its disposition. It should not in children that not only must

be heavier nor the whipping
harderthanjust enough tomake
the child yield in willing obedience, or to produce
penitence. Neither must if be any smaller or
lighter than what Is necessary to produce these
beneficial resulis. When you have undertaken io
correct a child, you should stick to your task nntil
you have accomplished your object, Some parents
give their children a slap here and there, just
engugh to arouse their anger; and others are
continually nagging away at them. This is not the
proper way. If your child needs correction, stop
and correct it, and do it so well that you will know
it means to do better, and then let it alone untit #
needs correction again. Children are a litile like
horses—il you keep constantly urging them, they
will get so used to it that neither urging nor
whipping will affect them. The parent who chas-
tises only because he loves the child will not be so
anxious to get at the child that he will grab the
object nearest at hand,-without considering
whether it will be too Hard or too easy: but he wilt
walt until he has tHoroughly considered the na-
ture of thé disobedience as well as the amount of
punishment needed.

If your child needs purushment or if it is

right direction.”

be allowed, but must be en-
couraged, and at the same
time it must be trained, so that it will grow and
develop in the right direction and the right propor-
tion. Great care and wisdom must be used by
parents in deciding what to allow and to encour-
age and what not to allow and to discourage.

Playing is both natural and good, and should
not be discouraged just because we do not like to
be annoyed with the nolse. It is niot necessary for
children to play all the tiroe, but they must play
sometimes, and every day. It wonld be a very good
thing if all parents would not overwork, so that
they would be able not only to {ake some interest
in procuring playthings for their children, but also
to spend some time every day in playing with
them. Money spent for playthings is not wasted if
proper judgment is used in selecting them accord-
irig to the means of the parents and the age of the
children. .

* Children should be taught table manners
from the beginning, When they are old enough to
begin to féed themselves, take pains to see that
theylearn to handle spoon, knifé, and fork without
messing and spilling, Teach them o say, “If you
please” and “Thank you” for everything. Never
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allow them to speak saucily or imprudently to any
one. Be sure you practice these things yourself,

Children should be tanght not only to wait on
themselves, but alsoto make themselves useful by
doing Hittle chores according to their ability. Work
is ablessed necessity for every child, and teaching
it to work should. be made a large part of its
training. To know how to work not only is a
blessing to the child when the time comes that it
must work, but will keep it from thinking of and
planning mischief, as well as relieve you of much
work. There are many things they can do when
quite small. You may think that you can do things
more quickiy than you can show them how to do
it and that you sometimes will need to have them
do it over again and perhaps finally have to.do it
yoursell. This may be true to begin with; but if you
donot start them at work, you will always have to
de it, and if they ever learn how to do anything, it
will not be put to credit, So, in thelong rum, it pays
toteach your children to work and to be what you
want them to be when older. .

—Taken from Home, Héalth and Success, by
Thomas Nelson
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Parent’s Responsibility for Training

Today's society puis great emphasis on profes-
sionals. We have many professionals especially in the
areas of law, medicine, education, ministry, sports
and the aris. Many people are striving to be profes-
ional in their chosen vocation. Without a donbt this is
improving society. However, with the improvements
have come many insecurities, especially to parents.
There are parents today who feel insecure aboui
traming their .children, but our forefathers did this

July 1985

and produced strong men who formed this great
nation. Tt appears that some in our society desire
parents to feel incapable, ignorant, and to leave these
jobs for the professionals.

Let us look into the Word of God and see what it
has to say about this duty.

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way
he should go and when he is old, he will not depart -
from it.” We have heard this text quoted many times,
and expounded in varicus ways. I will quote from
Clark’s Commentary, “The Hebrew of this clause is
curious: ‘Initiate the child at the epening {the mouth)
of his path.’ Chanae, which we transiate train up or
‘initiate’; signifies also ‘dedicate”. and is ofien used
for the conseerating of any thing, honse, or person to
the service of God. Dedicate, therefore, in the firat
instance, your child to God; and nurse, teach, and
discipline him as God’s child, whom He has entrusted
to your care.” Therefore, this text is instructing us in
both nursing and training. At what better time than
during a child’s illnesg can one truly dedicate him to
Geod’s will, be it t'l:‘J the child shounld live or die.
These moments cafi 'be potent boosters for you and
the child’s relationship with God.

If God chooses to leave you with the responsihil-
ity of training the child, both mother and father
should begin while the child is very young, preferably
in his first year. Examples of training within the
child’s first year are: gently placing your hand on the
child’s mouth when he should be quiet, or gently
slapping hands and saying, “no, no” when they
reach for a forbidden object. There are also other
ways. An average child, by the end of his second
year, understands and remembers most verbal com-
mands. It is your duty to help him form the ability to
control himself, thus becoming able to obey.

It is hard to over emphasize the importance of
early training. According to scientific information, the
brain at birth is one fourth its adult size, at 18
months one half, and at six years nine tenths its
adult size. We can do little o control the physical
growth of the brain, bat we can help determine what
goes into it. Don’t waste those early years of your
childs’ development. They are your golden apportunities!

According to a University of Chicago professor,
who has analyzed the rate at which different human
characteristics develop from birth to maturity, the
first four years of your child’s life are the greatest for
intellectual development. “If they are misused or
wasted, it is doubtful that the loss can be made
good.” He finds the early years loaded with possibil-
ities. However, if these are not taken advantage of,
sicceeding periods of slow change offer slight oppor-
tunity for growth and development. For instance,
some characteristics may develop more in a single
year at one stage in a child’s life than in five or ten
years at another period. Most are pretty well estab-
lished at age 20. ‘

Small children are very sensitive to the desires of
the adulits who satisfy their need for care and nonr-
ishment. They will obey and please, if tavght how. K
they are allowed to go unrestricted, they become
unreceptive and rebellious toward adults, making
training almost impossible. I will illustrate this by
telling about the ox. Children, of course, are not
animals but the principle can be applied to them.

In the ancient days, a wise farmer bhegan care-
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fully training his ox when it was young. First, he
glace’d a yoke upon the ox’s neck and attached a.-
eavy weight behind for the ox {v pull. The faxmer
then foreced the animal to pull by using a whip or
long, sharp-pointed stick. The ox was taught to “Go”,
“Stop”, “Turn right”, and “Turn left”. These move-
ments plus the heavy weight from behind, caused the
ox’s neck to be tender, blistered and very sensitive.
Because of his sensitive neck, the ox yielded easily to
. the farmers verbal commands. When the ox’s train-
ing was completed, he would follow the farmer’s
verbal commands, alihough his neck had long since
become hardened to the discomfort of the yoke.

Some inexperienced farmers made the drastic
mistake of puiting the yoke and weight on their ox
and letting him become accustomed fo if in an unre-
siricted manner. However, when he started the frain-
ing sessions the ox’s neck was calloused and there-
fore it would not yvield to instructions. This animal
even thongh voked with another well trained ox, was
virtnally useless for plowing. Both animals would
soon demonstrate a negative, independeni spirit.

It is the same with children. They must be prop-
erly prepared for Christian living during the time
they are tender and sensitive to God and the adult’s
commands. Teenagers who have had litile restriction
or Scriptural conditioning will simply be hardened as-
the ox and will go their own way. They and the
parents will have bitter reaping because of these
negative, independent spirits, due to the training
opportunities lost while the child was young and
‘ender.

Angcther Seripture in Deut. 6:6-13 says, “. . . these
words, which I command thee this day, shall be in
thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligenily
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkesi by the
way, and when thou Hest down, and when thou risest
up.” This implies that salvation must be the greatest :
business of our life.

Everyday activiiies shounld be centered around
teaching the laws of God to one’s children. “When
thou liest down™; as you go to bed, or “when theu
rigsest up” in the moming, speak with your children
about God. These times of speaking to them should
not be boring, they can b} a time your children will
look forward to. There «fe many times “when thou
sitteth in thine house” fhat teaching is in order. A
formal sitting, such as family worship, has great
influence on young children. With older ones your
time of teaching must fit into their schedule and your
words must be as the gentle rain. If an older teenager
indicates to youn that he is too busy or uninterested,
don’t force him to sit through a long speech. Many
times it does more haim than good. Say a few taciful
words and spend the time you hoped to spend with
him, in prayer for him.

«“When thou walkest by the way;-in Bible times
people traveled from one place to another by walking,
which took much time and gave an extra opporbunity

- for teaching. Nevertheless, we should make use of
\ppportunities as we ride by singing good songs,
reading spiritual books, or counseling a child, if the
needed counsel is of a nature that the child will noi
be embarrassed in the presence of other family mem-
bers. You may turn z teaching session into a walk, or
turn a walk into a teaching session. Help your child’s

mind to:be:drawn toward God by explaining the wmigque-
ness of eacirieaf,, noting -tlie*beauty of nature, exam-
ining stones, insects, or whatever might interest your
child. Remember that training years are few and will

fly away “with great speed.

“Thon 'shalt’ teach them diligenily unto thy chil-
dren.” The word “dilifently” has a twofold meaning,
The Hebrewword “shinnantan”, from ““shanan”,
meaning: whet, to sharpen by repeated grinding and
friction. Hence some friction can be expecied when
we parents iry polishing “our little diamonds in the
rough.” The word “whet” also means to make keen or
eager; stimulate; as the smell of food whets one’s
appetite. Our goal as Christian parenis is to stimu-
late our children’s appetite for the things of God, not
to force upon them a set of rules to obey. However, we
do have rules that they must obey, for a child with
controls is conteni. He is more relaxed, more self-con-
fideni, more secure, and less fearful. Also, a child
needs some source.of strength from without to draw
from as he develops the ability to control himself
through consistent fraining: In later years this will
help him to overcome the flesh as he works at dying
to gelf,

David tells us i Psalm 78:5-7, “For he . . . ap-
pointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our
fathers, that they should make thein known to their
children: That the generation to come might know
them, even the children which should be born; who

shall arise and declare them to their children: That ., -
they might set their hope in God, and not forget the

works of God, but keep his commnandments:” It is our
duty to pass God’s laws on io the next generation

that they might do the same. —Charlotie Huskey -
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WOUNDED HEARTS

Hasty, cruel words were spoken by a father fo his
son. That tender heart was wounded,. and in his
desperation the enemy took advantage -of him, He
left his home and went out into a wicked world filled
with clever agenis of the devil who were ready fo
receive him. His heart was broken and wounded, but
evil companions led him deep into sin.

A proud, unconcerned mother pushed her daugh-
ter out into the society of the world, dressed in the
scanty clothing of-today, providing her with “the pill”
and instiucted her .io seek for- herself a man of
money for a husband. Soon her virtue was goixe,-he’r
tender heart was wounded and scarred by .sin,

Rebellious young people iurned away from the
Christian teachings of their parents, feeling that they
are old-fashjoned and behind the modern times. Thesa
precious young people are caught in the tide of the
world which carries them down the stream of-lifs,
filled with all kinds of evil and sin.. They are bruised
and wounded by the rocks of sin, ‘These precious
young people, who once had the fear of .God upon
their heafts, become hardened, yet filled with grief
when they serfously look back over their Hves. . ./

A husband,. innocently. at first, yielded to.the’
devil as he worked throuygh another. “She caught
him and kissed him, . . . I have peace offerings with
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me; . .. Come let us take our fill of love. . . for the
goodman is not at home . . . with her much fair speech
she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her
lips she forced-him. He goeth afier her . . . as an
ox to the slaughter . . . Hearken unto me now there-
fore, O ye children, and atiend to the words of my
mouth. Let not thine heart decline fo her ways, . . .
For she hath cast down many wounded: yes, many
strong men have been slain by her. Her house is the
way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.”
Proverbs 7:13-27. "“Whoso commiiteth adultery with
a wornan lacketh understanding ... A wound and
dishonor shall he get.” Prov. 6:32, 33.

A-wife, who had been faithful to her family, often
watched the glamour stories on TV where the hushand
or the lover continually made love and buili up the ego
of the female by telling her of her beauty and great-
ness. The wife became dissatisfied with her huas-
band. He seemed to take her for granted and she let
these thoughts linper. The devil enlarged on them.
Suddenly, she firids herself becoming tired of the
sameness of her daily routine of caring for children,
cooking meals, scrubbing and cleaning the house.
There never seemed to be encugh monay, so she gets
a job. Scon she is noticing another man and visiting
the night clubs, She drifts away from her family
and husband, and then leaves them.

Sin causes suffering. The devil laughs in his
glee as he continually thinks np new schemes to

"wound and corrupt lives. Children from broken
homes are filled with fear and insecurity. Their
lives are warped and soon sin takes its toll. Many
people are wounded by sin and they fry fo drown
their econscience and evil doings by drinking strong
drinks, taking dope, and on and on they are led
deeper in sin. The Bible says, “Thy wound is griev-
ous.” *“The wages of sin is death.™

God was filled with pity as He looked down upon
this world with people so full 6f sin and bound by
the enemy of their souls. They had been wounded and
scarred by sin. “I will heal thee of thy wounds,
saith the Lord” (Isa. 30:17) The only way that
wounds made by sin could have been healed was for
Jesus, the Son of God, fo come fo this sin-cursed
world and take upon Himself the form of flesh and
live among men, After leaving them an example of
holy- living, He went io the eross. He was innocent
and without sin. ‘There on the cross “he was wounded
for our fransgressions.” (Isa. 53:5) His heart was
broken and His body wounded and scarred by others.
He bore our sins on the cross and died in our stead
for our sins. He arose from the grave and foday He is
alive, waiting and longing for those who are wounded
by sin to come to Him secking forgiveness for their
sins. ‘There is hope for you, dear one, in Christ.
He is able to break the bondage of sinful habits and
make you pure and holy. He will roll the guilt away
from your soul and you will be happy and free. Won't
you turn to Him ioday with your whole heart and find
peace? —Sister Marie Miles
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Declared War On Home Life

The American family is in fact on the endan-
geved specieslist. Since 1970 therate of marriages

has dropped 30% while the number of divorces is
up to 50%. More than 1 million American children
wiiness their parents’ divorce each year, and 10
million children now live in one-parent homes.
What's more, the illegitimacy rate has doubled:
over half of inner-city children are born out of
wedloclc

Why?

The answer lies in the “religion” of our world.

- The worship of secular humanismn is fast becom-

ing the national religion of our couniry and it is
designed to tear down every moral standard that
God's Holy Word holds sacred. The word “seculazr”
by definition refers to “the temporal rather than
spiritual.” Humanismis a doctrine ceniered solely
on human interests and values. Therefore, hu-
manism deifies man and dethrones God, or does
not even acknowledge God's existence. In short, it
is Atheists who believe in secular humanism, and
atheism is an ancient evil King David wrote about
in Psalm 14:1, “The fool hath said in his heart,
There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done
abominable works, there is none that doeth good.”

With the elimination of God, no longer are
there any absolutes to appeal to. Instead, we live
in a secular society that inereasingly refases to
recognize “absclute” truth. All truth is now “rela-
Hive.” That meams there is no such thing as “the”
truth, only “my” truth and “your” truth. Inthis way
Humanists want to take away the sting of guilt
that comes with permissive living and loose mor-
als. Their philosophy is if a person is unhappy in
one marriage, get a divorce and try again. Ortobe
freer still, don’t marry at all, but live with different
ones untll you are able to decide which one isbest
foryour personality and goals in life. Of course the
“horror” of an unwanted pregnancy is to be con-
sidered and there should be “freedom of choice” on
the method to best take care of this “problem,” so
say the freedom of choice organizations. However,
Amerea should consider this: Abortion has in the
. 8. alone claimed more than 26 millon umborn
chiidren, which is more than four times the num-
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ber of those who died from the imspeakable cru-
elties of Hitler’s death camps.

Just what is our .country coming to? One
Harvard law professor wrote: “Qur whole culiure
seems to be facing the possibility of a kind of
nervous breakdown.” Actually it is a moral break-
down: The youth of our land are drunk on music
which praises Satan worship, murder, fornication
and-many other forms of lasciviousness. Broken
Thomes leave children confused, wondering who
they are and what will become of them. Teenagers,
even children, try to end the emptiness of life. In
the past 20 years the suicide rate for children ages
10-14 has doubled and the rate for young people
ages 15-19 is three times as high. Then consider
the plague of sexual diseases disgracing our soci-
ety today with over 70,000 deaths in the U.S.
already attributed to AIDS, and hundreds of thou-
sands of others already infected. Does ourcountry
face death?

The worship of secular humanism has em-
balmed our country and surely the burning is
close at hand. These conditions should grieve our
hearts, for God will “set amark upon the foreheads
of the men and women who sigh and ery for all the
abominations that be done in the midst thereof.”
{Ezek. 9:4). These that cry aloud shall receive
‘God's mercy. We must keep ourselves clean from
the ido} of self wants and pleasures. Following
s‘elﬁsﬁesirés, lusts of this vorld, and vain ambi-
tions will draw one close to thie worship of secular
humanism..

At an early age, children should betaught that
they weremade in the image of God and their body
isthe sacred temple of God. They donot need to be
taught the facts of life at an early age as Planned
Parenthood so erroneously stresses. The founder
of Planned Parenthood, Margaret Sanger, was a
[riend of Adolf Hitler. She, too, believed that some
races ‘were more superior than others, so there-
fore, “selective” parents should produce a su-
preme race of humanity to control the universe.
Though sheis dead taday, her false ideas concern-
ing sex -education have sprang up in millions of
schools across our country. So called medical
clinics under the divection of Planned Parenthocd
teach perverted ways which are a stink in the
nostrils of God. As saints of God we should not
follow eounselors who cross God's laws on holy
living and modest speech. In Ephesians 5:11- 12,
weread: “And have no fellowship with the vunfruti-
ful works of*darkness, but rather reprove them.
For it is a shame even to speak of those things
which are done of them in secret.” oo

May God grant us all wisdorn; wisdom that is

from above “first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and

easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits,”

Sept. 1990

(James 3:17}. Other wisdom is “earthly, sensual,
devilish and bringeth about confusion and every
evilwork.” {(James 3:15). Secular humanism is the
most dangerous religion in our world today be-
cause anyone who follows after the lusts of their
flesh can fall victim to its way of belief, - = _
Marriage is still right. It is ordained of Godand
the covenant is until death of either one of the
couple. The Devil has weakened the marriage
vows here on earth, but God still holds them
sacred and tobe kept. A godly home is the best gift
a child can receive. Psalm 127:3 says, “Lo, chil-
drenare an heritage of the Lord: andthe frutf of the
womb is his reward.” Each child is the heritage of
God and should be loved as one of His chosen
vessels. Godly families are beautiful to behold.
—Sis. Conmie Sorrell
0—-0—0—0—0~-0—0—0
A Happy Home
If you would have a happy home
As through the years of life you go,

It won’t just happen through good luck,
Alihough some people think it so;

But there are rules by which to live,
And certain laws we must accept,
Which God has made for all mankind,
And these, we know, must all be kept,

Foundation for a happy home |
No human by himself can lay;
For what he does, apart from God,
Will sometime wither and decay:
But God has laid a solid Rock
On which owr lives and homes should rest,
And if we build upon this rock
Our hearts and souls will then be blest.

A home to be a happy home
Must truly be a home of prayer,
And meanwhile as the years go hy
Life’s burdens each must help to bear;
And when the tests sometimes are hard,
Or sickness takes away the health,
How sweet the comfort we may give
That flows from hearts of godly wealih!

A happy home is made through love,
In which a lot of kindness reigns,
And where God's spirit shows us how
To share our losses and our gains.
Also the Guide Book in the home
Is God’s eternal Word of truth,
That leads along the righteous way,
Directing parents, children, youth.

A happy home's 5 ireasure rare

That fame and meney ecannot build:
And all the learning earth affords

Cannot with sweetness keep it filled;
Therefors, the unseen grace of God

Must day by day come flowing in,
And keep the homedoors closed against

Al envy, hatred, strife and sin.

—Belectad
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There are but few sweeter words in the En-
glish langueage than the word home. Home is
the dearest place in all the world to the Chistian
heart. To have a fond love for home is not at all
injurious to Christian character. Those who
have but little love for home will never succeed
well in the Christian life. It may sometimes
oceur that some of the home members are so
disagreeable that the Christian. for peace’ sake
will quit the home roof; but he still loves home.
Semetimes young people think that to enjoy life
they must get out from under parental rule and
roof. We have an instance of this nature record-
ed in the Bible. How soon we learn of the prodi-
gal’s longing for the comforts of home. How
often he thought of his father's house, that
place so dear to him now. The love of home is a
high mark of integrity. Show me one who has no
love for home, and I will show you one who has
but little true manhood or womanhood. The
Bible command to young Christians is to be
“chaste, keepers at home.” When our duty and
service to God demand our absence from home
we submit and go in the strength of His grace,
but lose not our love for home, and return in joy
at Father's will.

You can nowhere find more of heaven upon
earth than in a Christian home. Look at the
picture: A father with the Holy Bible, the mother
and children listening in reverence to the hea:
venly message. Where, I say, can you find more
of heaven? Such a scene is most sweet and
sacred. “Such a picture,” you say, ““is very
beautifa]l and inspiring to look upen, but where
is the reality?” Thank God, such a home can be
regl in life, and it is your duty as a Christian to
help make it so. God is pleased with such a
home. It is much to His praise. Since such homes
are so rare they are all the more glorifying to

D
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God, and we should. strive the more earnestly to
have them real.

In your home is the place to-shine for God.
¥t is the place to shed forth the radiant beams of
Christian light from your graceladened soul. If
you hope to prosper in the divine life, be your
best at home. Do not think you can be careless
at home and then shine in the splendor of Chris-
tian virtue when before the public. Your life at
home leaves its mark upon you. Shine in Chris-
tian beauty at home, and you will shine in
beauty in public; but attempt away from home
to be more than you are at home, and you will
miserably fail. A few years ago while in one of
our large Eastern cities laboring for Jesus and
souls for whom He died I. wrote a few lines to
the dear ones at home, which perhaps will not
be out of place to insert here.

When the light of day is dying

And the shades of night steal on,
Voices to my mem’ry whisper

Of the dear loved ones at home.

Ere the chandelier is lighted,
Ere the day’s last ray is gone,
O’er me comes a fond remembrance
Of the dear loved ones at home.

Far above in arch of heaven

Lamps are lighted one by one,
But I only see the bright eyes

Of the dear Ioved ones at home.

Far away beyond the region
Where I see those shining stars,
Somewhere in the land of angels,
Dwells a little boy of ours.

Years ago one wintry evening
Heaven’s gate was opened wide,

And an angel swift descended,
With a sickle at his side.

Paused he at our boy’s low trundle
In the evening twilight hour,
Caught away his happy spirit
To its home beyond the stars.

How my heart adores the Giver
- Of all good o'er land and sea,
But I praise him more than ever
For the dear ones left to me.

As I think of her He gave me
In my happy youthful time,
How He bound our hearts together
At love’s pure and sacred shrine;

As T think of her this moment,
Given me by love divine,
Seems I almost feel the pressure

Of her gentle hand in mine.
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In the arms of night I'm folded,
Soon in dreamland I shall Toam;
Then FIl go and see the dear ones—
See the dear loved omes at home.
© - «~Taken from Food for Lambs
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Let’s Help Our Children

There is a great burden on my heart that I
wish to share with all parents. C. E Opr said,
*““The man who fails to give us reproof when
needed, but gives us approval instead or holds
back deserving rebuke for fear of offending, is
more cruel than he who withholds bread from
- us when we are bungry.” There is a great re-
sponsibility on us as parents t6 our children. My
burden is concerning the lack of discipline to
our children. Are we really doing the best that
Wweé can, or are we lacking in our efforts?

As parents we need to discipline ourselves
to discipline our children. It is not so hard to
administer discipline while we’re upset with a
misdeed of a child, but what if for some reason
.the discipline cannot be administered until a
later time; do we still administer the needed

discipline or because %& no longer upset, or
lov '

our feelings have me d, do we neglect to
carry through the needed action? If we fail to

carry through, we have not been fair to the
child. This causes the child to lose respect for
the parents and will allow him to think he got
by this time, so why not try again. Parents, if
this is oulr condition we need more discipline in
our own lives, so we can pro diseipline o

e properly p. ur

It appears that the digciplining of our chil-
dren is not tsken as sericusly as it should be,
There is a need for improvement. The roudiness
and loud voices need to be quieted. There is
foolishness going on in places that are meant o
be sacred. This eannot be Pleasing to our Lord,
If Jesus were on the earth today, how do you
think He would react o children running and
yelling in God’s house? How ig our respect to
God’s house? Do our children know they are to
respect the house of God, or have we taken it for
granted that they should know? We have the
responsibility placed in owr hands to teach our
children reverence to God, His house, and His
people. '

Let us ask our heavenly Father to teach us
how we must teach them. He has good steps
and advice for us to follow: Proverbs 13:24, “He
that spareth his rod hateth his son; but he that
loveth him chasteneth him hetimes.” Proverbs
29:15, “The rod and reproof give wisdom; but a
child left to himself bringeth his mother to
shame.” Proverbs 29:17, “Correct thy son, and
he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight
unto thy soul”

Help us, oh Lord, to know how o raise our
children to love and respect you. Teach us thy
ways, 80 we can in turn teach our children.
Show us how to discipline our childyen in a
loving yet firm way. Help us to be steady in our
teaching and discipline. We need your divine
guidance and wisdom. Help us, oh Lord.

: —Cilicia Frazier

ey
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Radlacover
Solid Family
Virtua

It is all in vain to preach of truth
To the eager ears of trusting youth,

i, whene'er the lad is standing by,

He sees you cheat and he hears you lie.
Fine words may grace the advice you give,
But youth will learn from the way you live.

Honor’s a word that a thief may use,

High-sounding language the base may choose.

Speech is empty and preaching is vain,

Though the truth shines clear and the lesson’s
“plain. _ '

If you play false, he will turm away, _

For your life must square to the things you say.

He won't tread the path of your righteous talk,

* But wil follow the path that you daily walk,

“Not as 1 do, but do as I say,”

Won't win hima to follow the better way,

Through the thin vencer of your speech he'll
see, : ‘

Unless you're the man you would have him be.

The longer you live you will find this true;

As you would teach, you must also do.
Rounded sentences, smooth and fair

Were better not said if your deeds aren’t square.
If you would teach him to live to his very best,

You must live your life to the self-same test.
—Selected
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QUESTION: Please giveus a lesson on how
to raise our children and teach and train them.
ANSWER: In Psalm 127:3-5 we read, Lo,
children are an heritage of the iord: and the
it of the womb is his reward. As arrows arein
the hand of 2 mighty man; soare children of the
youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver
fullof them: they shallnot beashamed, but they
shall speak with the enemies in the gate.”
God ordained that the man (Adam) and the
woman {Eve) which He created would be joined
together in holy wedlock and that they should
produce children (offspring) and bring forth
fruit unto God. This first patrwas the patternfor
ali succeeding generations. God adds children
to a marriage as one major means of blessing
the parents, enriching their lives and giving
pleasure to the home and
family. In these verses He' teaches that the
children are a valuable asset to the parents and
ave a source of strength and support to them.
We need first of all to recognize thevalueand
importance of our children in God’s sight. They
should be precious and of prime importance in
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‘ohe @'ﬂ"i"% under God,”

“Every set of parents has a good missionary project in their own home.”

our sight also. They are a blessing from God and
are the heritage of the parents from Him. In
Genesis 33:5, Jacob referred to the children
which God had graciously given Him. In Gen-
esis 48:9 Joseph said unto his father, “...They
are my sons, whom God hath given me in this
place....”

God, however, gives children to parents for
a specific purpose beyond what has yet been
mentioned. Within those little bodies are souls
for whom Christ died and which are precious in
God’s sight, He has intrusted those souls to the
care of parents that they might train, teach and
nurture them in the ways of the Lord, and so
beget within them a desire for salvation and to
love and serve Him. He wants to increase the
population of heaven and the size of His own
family with those souls, and has strictly charged
the parents to whom He intrusted them to do all
in theix power to take good care of those souls so
they may bereturned to Him as redeemed at the
end. Every set of parents has a good missionary
project in their own hormne.

In Psalm 48:12-18 we read, “Walk ahout
Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers
thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider
her palaces; thatye may tell it fo the generations
following.” Psalm 102:18 says, “This shall be
written for the generation to come: and the
people which' shall be created shall praise the
Lord.” We see, then, that God values our chil-
dren as much as us and He wanis them to be

saved the same as us. He expects us to bring.

them up lmowing the same truth that we know
and believing in the same God. He charges all
parents with the responsibility of teaching and
training their children in a way that they wilt
knowwhat salvation is and howto get it. We will
be held accountable to God for failing to do this
as much as we will be held accountable for
failure to do Ged's will on any other line. Please
read in eonnection with this Deuteronomy 4:9-
10, 8:6-9, 11:18-21, to see how diligently God
commands His people to continually have these
truths before their children.

Adam Clarke, commenting on Deuteronomy
6.7, says that the Hebrew word used here
(diligently) means to repeat or do a thing again.
He further says at this place, “God's testimonies
must be taught to our children, and the utmost
diligence must be used to make them under-

stand them. This is a most difficult task; and it
requires much patience, much prudence, much
Judgment and much piety i the parents, to
enable them to do this good, this most impor-
tant work, in the best and most effectual man-
ner,”

If we want our children to really get a firm
hold on the truths of God's Word, we must
diligently teach them in a spiritual way, not just
like a school class or teach the Bible like a
school book, but we must be very spiritual
ourselves and teach them in that atmo sphere—
by example as well as precept. We must he
obeying and practicing God’s Word ourselves
and let our children see it in actuality as it is
being taught to them. In other words, teach
them the fruths and prineiples of God's Word
and then tell them, "Now just watch me and I
will show you how to do it and how it works out
in everyday living.” If we can’t do this, we are
totally defeated to start with.

This is the way Jesus taught His disciples
and us. I Peter 2:21-23 says that Christ left us
an example that we should follow in His steps.
InJohn 13:15 Jesus said, “...I have givenyouan
example, that ye should do as I have done..."
That is the way He taught His disciples and us,
and that is the way we must teach our children
if we want them to really get it. If you want to,
really confuse your children and discourage
them, then just try the old “Don‘t doas T do; but

do as I say” theory. Il Timothy 2:6 says, “The -

husbandman that laboureth must be first par-
taker of the frnuits.” This will apply to you
teaching your children as well as your pastor
teaching you. This is of extreme impaortance,
If you teach your children to love God above
ai] else and put Him first in their life, then let
them see you putting Him first in your life and
loving Him supremely. If you teach your chil-
dren to be unselfish and to share, then let them
see no selfishness in you and see you sharing
with one another and with them, If you teach
your children that they must not sirive, nor
quarrel among themselves, then let them NEVer,
never hear you, their parents, striving, quarrel-
ing, speaking harsh, sharp, cutting words one
to another nor arguing between yourselves. If

Parenting
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“The legislators have taken hold of the matter of ‘child abuse,” and in some cases have
enacted laws that prohibit parents from using a paddle or switch on their children.”

“you teach them to be humble and submissive
one to another and to you, their parents, then
let them see you manifesting a lot of humility
and submission one to another in the fear of
God. Especially let them see thejr mother hum-
bly and graciously submitting herself to their
father as the Word of God instructs her to do. If
you teach them to live in peace among them-
selves, make sure that they see you living in
peace between yourselves. If you teach your
children to deny themselves and never contend
for their own way, then let them never hear
either of their parents contending for their own
way, but let them see them both denying them-
selves and submiiting one to ancther.

I here insert another quote from Adam
Clarke's commentary. “He who understands
the way of God should carefully instruct his
household in that way: and he who is the father
of a family should pray to God to teach him, that
he may teach his household. His ignorance of
God and salvation can be no excuse for his
neglecting his family: it is his indispensable
duty to teach them; and God will teach kim, ifhe
earnestly seeks it, that be may be able to
discharge this duty to his family. Reader, if thy
children or servants perish through thy neglect,
God will judge thee for it in the great day.”

Abraham faithfully taught his household,
which included Lot, the principles of upright
living and righteousness; also the entertaining
of strangers and hospitality to travelers. This
paid off good dividends in later years with Lot
and his family. When the angels came to Sodom
at evening, Lot, looking. for opportunities to
show hospitality to strangers and travelers, and
help to the needy as he had been taught by
precept and the example of his Uncle Abraham,
went right out and urged themen to come under
his roof for the night. This proved to be the
saving of his Hfe as well as his two daughters’
lives. Way over in the New Testament, reference
is made to this in Hebrews 13:2, “Be not forget-
ful to entertain sirangers: for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.” The principles of
righteousness and upright living continued o
direct Lot’s life so that he was not dravm inic the
evil, corrupt way of life which was prevalent all
around him, but it was obnoxious and vexa-
tious to him. He had been taught better than
that. Peter referred to him inl{ Peter 2:7-8, “And
delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conver-
sation of the wicked: {(For that righteous man

dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, -

EEE Ty

vexed his righteous soul from day to day with
their unlawful deeds.)” :

I insert here a quote from Adam Clarke in
regard to Lot. “He and his family...alone were
iree from the pollution of this accursed people.
How powerful are the effects of a religious
education, enforced by pious example! It is ¢ne
of God's special means of grace. Let a man only
do justice to his family by bringing them up in
the fear of God, and He will crown it with His
blessing.... This is your work that is the Lord's.
If through your neglect of precept and example,
they perish, what an awful account must you
give to the Judge of the quick and the dead. It
was the sentiment of a great man, that should
the worst of times arrive, and ministry fail, yet,
if parents would just be faithful to their trust,
pure religion would be handed down to poster-
ity, both in its form and in its power.”

Before passing on from the discussion of
Abraham and Lot and his family and the rela-
tionship between them, let me point out and

emphasize this point. Abraham was a man who

lived very close to God, and God was well
pleased with him, and his sacrifices were ac-
ceptable to God. Consequently, he stood in a
place with God where God would and could
accept his plea in behalf of his kinsmen (Lot and
his family) as the hour of destrizction approached
for the city in which they dwelt.

It seems that in the narrative related in the
18th and 19th chapters of Genesis, that the
Lord Himself and the two angels with Him
appeared in the form of men to Abraham and he
entertained them. After they had eaten the meal

that was prepared hastily for them, the two -

angels went on their way, but the Lord tarried
and made known unto him whai He was going
to doin the destruction of Sodom. He knew that
Abraham had kinsmen down there and He
would not carry out His purpdse to destroy the
city without letting him know about it. Then
Abraham began to plead with the Lord to spare
the city if 50 righteous people could be found in
it. The Lord agreed to that. Then Abraham
asked that if 50 couldn't be found, if He would
spare it for 45; then 40, then 30, then 20 and
finally 10 and the Lord accepted his petition all
the way, step by step. and agreed io spare the
city if 10 righteous people could be found there.
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That wotuld surely cover Lot and his family.
Abraham was pleading for their lives and the
Lord kmew it, but the Lord was pleased with his
life and faithfulness and his sacrifice was ac-
ceptable to God, so he was qualified to plead in

their behalf. But, alas, all of them had not:

maintained righteousness, so there were not
enough 1o save the city. But watch it now. The
two angels spent the night in Lot’s home and in’
the momning told im to go to his married
children and teH them and their families to get
out quickly because the destruction of the city
was imminent. They would not go, so the angels
took Lot and his wife and their two daughters
and told them to hurry and get out of there

becanse they could not doa thing until they had -

gone out of the city. (Genesis 19:22.) Abraham
had made an acceptable plea for the lives of Lot
and his family, and the angels made certain that
Lot got the message and was gone from there
before the destruction fell. This can all be traced
to the acceptability of Abraham’s life and his
sacrifices before God.

Ah, parents, grasp the urgency and the
importance of our own lives being well pleasing
to God and our sacrifices acceptable to Him.
is very important that we have a good relation-
ship with God and a life well pleasing to Him so
that our sacrifices will be acceptable in defense
of our children and in behalf of their salvation.

I am fully aware of the fact that we are
somewhat at a disadvantage, even legally, in
disciplining our children. The legislators have
taken hold of the matter of “child abuse,” and in

some cases have enacted laws that prohibit -

parents from using a paddie or switch on their
children. I have read where there have been
atternpts in our congress to enact laws to permit
children to bring suit against their parents in
court if they do not like the way they have been
disciplined. I understand this has been hotly
contested and debated on the floors, and in the
chambers of Congress, but so far as I know has
never gotten through, even in any modified
form, and I hope it never will. Such would just
open the door wide to outright rebellion and
anarchy through our children and younger sef,
and the courts would be hopelessly flooded with
such cases because “Foolishness is hound in
the heart of a child;...” Prov. 22:15. Children
don't like discipline of any kind at any time.
None of them do. They want to be at liberty to go
their own way and do not like restraint, espe-
cially if they are a strong-willed child. Youwill be
at loggerheads with them anytime you fry to
— Iestrain them in something they want to do.

Notwithstanding all this, saints have God’s
Word to go by in training their children, and we
can count on God backing us up in it if we pray
~earnestly to Him, follow His instructions and
employ His way in dealing with them. In Prov-
erbs 19:18 we read, “Chasten thy son while
there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his
crying.” This verse seems to teach us that there
is a tme or period of their lives when our
chastening wiil be to their profit, and we are
admonished to not pass that time up, for when
it is past there will be no more hope of helping
them by that means. Again in Proverbs 13:94 it

_says, "He that spareth his rod hateth his son:
buthe that loveth him chasteneth him beimes. ™
It is a perverted sense of love we express when
we are so sympathetic and “loving” toward our

. children that we cannot stand to hurt them and

hear them Cry over a chastisement we are
administering to them. The word betimes seems
in my mind to mean when it is necessary,
administer the discipline and when it is not
necessary, don't do it. Proverbs 22:15 says,
“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but
the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.”
This verse makes it clear that it is common to all
children to have foolishness bound up in their
hearts, but God Himself has designed that the
rod of correction, in the hand of a wise and good
parent, shall be a means of helping to guide
them out of their foolishness. In Proverbs 29:17

weread, “Correct thy son, and he shall givethee

Test; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.”

QUESTION: Please give us a lesson on how
to raise our children and teach and train them.

ANSWER: There are some cases, and per-
haps we all know some, where the parents need
to discipline themselves and get themselves well
in hand before they even start in on disciplining
and correcting their children. The same God
who inspired Solomon to write these texts of
instruction in the Scriptures in regard to our
chastising and correcting our children, also
inspired the Apostle Paul to write this warning
and admonition in the Holy Scriptures: “And, ye
fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4. “Fathers, provoke not
your children to anger, lest they be discour-
aged.” Colossians 3:21. Ah, fathers and moth-
ers, let us seek God eamnestly to enable us to
more clearly and deeply understand the extent
and depth of our responsibility and authority
with our children, that when it is necessary to

Parenting



chastise them, wemay do soin
the meekness and gentleness
of Christ and not in severiy
and sharpness.

Adam Clarke says inregard
to provoking to anger, “If a fa-
ther punishes his child in se-
verity and sharpness, the child
will only be hardened in his
sin.” One man was whipping
his boy in severity and harsh-
ness and ‘asked the boy if he
knew why he was doing this,
and the boy said, “Yes, it is
because you are mad and you
are bigger thanlam.” Hereis a
fair example of a child being
 hardened in his resentment
through his punishment.
Sternness and severity seldom
work. any good purpose with
children. Theremust bealot of
meekmness and loveinour chas-
tisernents and corrections if
they are to be effective.

Iremember a time when my
own two boys had been guilty
of what to me was a heinous
crimeof misbehavingand mak-
ing a disturbance in the wor-
ship. service at the chapel. I
took them both down io the
bedroom and talked with them
a little about how bad a thing
that was and how desecrating

;“ohe *ﬁ'i’% under God,”

that was to the worship and
service of God, and that I could
not by any means pass over a
thing like that. I prayed with
them and then soundly
spanked them. As soon as I
finished with that, I just
dropped down between them,
and broke out crying and sob-
bing. Both those boys began to
love and pat me and say, “Oh,
Daddy, don't dothat. Don't ery,
Daddy. It's all right, we're going
to be good boys.” Perhaps that
little episode did more good for
those boys than any other cor-
rection I ever gave them.

I can remember my father's
dealings with me in the matter
of chastisements. He never
jumped at me In an agitated
way norapproachedme harshly
orsternly. Sometimes hewould
pray over it for two or three
days. Then he would take me
down to the barn and talk to
me and pray with me awhile;
then he would give me a genu-
inely sound switching, All the
time he was just as caln as if
wewere eating icecream. There
wasno trace of agitation, stern-
ness or harshness. I can never
remember a time when my fa-
ther would chastise me that 1
did not feel closer drawn to him
than before. -

Asyour children grow older,
be a pal with them. As they
show interests and tendencies
to certain activities—hunting,
fishing, playing ball, etc.—pro-
vide them with the essentials

‘andequipment for thoseactivi-

ties they are interested in. Pro-
vide time, on your part, to go
with them occasionally on out-
ings for hunting, fishing, camp-
ing, playing, etc. Let them lead
the way in this, for if you don't,
you may be planning things for
them which they have no inter-
est in and do not like. You may
not enjoy the particular thing

January, 1998

your boy or girl does, but that
is just one arnong many points
in which you may need to deny
yourself and your own likes
and dislikes in order to be a
good parent to your children.
This is something I did not
do enough of. | found out later,
when it was too late to bless the
lives of my children, how much
1should have done this to keep
a hold onmy children. Anytime
I would come along where my
boys were playing ball and en-
ter in and throw a few balls or
catch a few, no matter who or
how many other boys were
around, my boys would just
pull out and start playing ball
with me as they did not get to
do this very often. That mani-
fested the hunger they had for
Daddy to share their activities
with them. I did not, at the
time, realize the importance of
this, but now give this kind of
advice and counsel to all par-
ents with young children. In
fact, since my children haveall
been grown and established in
homes of their own, I have
talked with all of them and
acknowledged that I had not
been the father to them that 1
should have been when they

'were growing up, in that I did
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not spend enough time with them and partici-
pate enough with them in the activities they
were the most interested in, and asked forgive-
ness for this shortcoming. _

In schools they have a “Father and Son”
banquet, and other “Father and Son” activities.
They expect the boys to bring their fathers on
these occasions. When your boy comes to you
and lets you know one of these times is coming
up on a certain date, it will maké him stand tafl
and help to create a closer relationship between
you and him if you will just say, “All right, son,
you can couxnit on me. I will cancel all plans I
have for that evening and be available to you."
It makes your son feel important and adds
dignity to his life.

Now to use a phrase from the world's ver-
nacular, “Learn torollwith the punches.” Change

, g\
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your tactics as your children get older. You
cannot deal with them in the same way you
could when they were smaller. They are devel-
oping and you must develop too if you are to
maintain a close relationship with them and
keep your hold on them through that period of
their lives when they need you the most. Study
out different methods of dealing with them, and
note carefully which are the most effective. This
is the time when you need to develop as close a
palrelationship with themas possible. Go places
with them, do things with them as much as

_ possible. Above all else, maintain a good, close

relationship with God. Praymuch and earnestly

for God to give you courage, ability, wisdom,

grace and faith to be able to pilot your children

. through this very difficult and important time of

their youth.

HOME LIFE

By Atticus Haygood
(Written in 1876)

We must malice our hories happy. Fine
or luxurious they may not, need not be,
but happy they must be at whatever cost.
Gold, nor power, nor fame, can buy or

-command a substitute for this. If home-
happiness could he bought like estates,
the gold of all the Rothschilds would be a
poor price to pay for this blessing. The
lack of it is sorrow upon sorrow. The lack
of it makes aching hearts that all the
pleasures and riches and honors in the
world cannot soothe. It is mockery, delu-
sion, shame and madness when hus-
bands and fathers tum from their homes
to seek satisfaction in the glitter of gold,

the charms of power, the fascinations of
strange and unholy pleasures; whenwives
and mothers, ignorant of the true glory of
their lives, forgetful of the holiest of all
duties of womanhood, leave the delights
that make every true home a “Paradise
Regained,” and seek contenitment in the

- whirl of capricious living; when sons and

daughters find in the outside world, at-
tractions that outbid the endearments of
home.

Passing through the streets of a South-
e city one day we saw a poor laboring
man lift up his little girl as he passed out
of the gate, and kiss her a kind good-bye.
That was the best thing in his whole day’s
work, although he knew it not.

We parents should labor and pray to
make the “father's house” the last place
our children wish to leave, and the place
where they would like to die. Let it be to
our children so happy a place that its

sweet tones sound in their hearts when

they are away at school, or gone out from
us into the wide world beyond; that its

“memories, following them through pros-

perity or adversity, shall bring them back
tous when sorrow has bowed them down,

37

Parenting



May, 1997

or temptation overtaken them. He whose
heart is stayed in the love and holy faith of
a happy Christian home may have many
sorrows and disappointments, but he can-
not be wholly crushed by adversiiy. He
may be “troubled on every side,”yet he will
not “be distressed;” he may be “perplexed,”
but he will not be “in despair;™ he may be
“persecuted,” yet he cannot be “forsaken;”
he may be “cast down,” yet he cannot be
“destroyed.”

Advancmg our argument to a higher
place, we must make our homes sacred.
That they are cultivated and happy is not
enough; tobe perfect they must be sacred.
And a Christian home is sacred, foritisa
dwelling place of God. If we dig among the
ruins of the dead and buried cities of the

-ancients, we will find memorials of their
household worship. Even they had their
household gods—even they had some sort
of religion. But we do nét want such
homes as these, or the modern subst-
tutes which are proposed in the place of
true Christian homes. Christianity only,
but Christianity fully, meets the highest
and deepest wants of our nature. All the
evil that is in us, it can take away; 4ll the
good we are capable of, it can implant and
nurture. The Gospel plan of life is divinely
perfect, for it provides for all the wants of
our race in this world and in the world o
come. And this blessed Gospel of Christ
must be the law of life to the family, as well
as to the individual. Husbands and wives,
parents and children, brothers and sis-
ters, must learn from Christ the duties of

 their place, and receive from Him grace to.

discharge them..
All the truth in the World outiside the
Word of qu, canmnot substitute one truih

that is peculiar to the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ. There is not too much truth
in the Gospel, as there is not too much
light and heat in the sun. We can spare
none of it, and yet there is enough for
every duty, everyrelation, every condition

- of life. Every virtue and every grace that

can establish and adorn the family life
finds its root and support in the Gospel of
Christ. The family that would live by an-
other than the law of Christ robs itself of
the most exalted privilege possible to hu-
manity. And the home, where Jesus is
most truly the Lord of all hearts, and the
pattern of all lives, is most like heaven—
of all places in the world.

If in making our homes happy'we also
make them sacred, we will have achieved
for our households the utmost that is
possible to us in this world. We will make
them types of the heavenly homes that
await the good.

~ And this feeling, that heaven is home,
has its roots deep in our hearis. Qur
Redeemer sanctions the sentiment, and
makes an dappeal to our instinctive faith in
its truthfulness: “Let not your hearts be
troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father's house are many man-
sions; if it were not so I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if
Igoand prepare a place for you, I'will come
again, and receive you unto myself, that
where I am there ye may be also.”

Thrice happy is that man whose
memory of a Christian home quickens his
desirefor abetter, in “OurFather’'s House”
in heaven! In such a case we might say,
with a good old German saint when about
fo.go hence, “Blessed are the homesick,
for they shall get home!” :
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HOME LIFE

A Prayer For Parents
L LSS AN NUN
: Oh, God, mzke me a better parent. Help me
to.understand my children, to Hsten patiently to
what they have to say and -to respond to their
questions kindly. Keep me from interrupting
and coniradicting them. Make me as eourtepus
to them as I would have them be to me. Give me
the courage to confess my sins against my
children and to ask them for forngeness when I
know I have ‘done wrong.
. “May I net vainly hurt the feelings of my
children. Forbid that I should laugh at their
mistakes or resori to shame and ridicule for
punishment.
May I.not nag; and when I am out of soris,
help me, Lord, 1o hold my tongue. Blind me to
the little errors of my children and help me to

see the good things they de. Give me a ready

word for honest -praise. Help me treat my chil-
dren as those of their own age. Lei me.-not
expect from  themr the judgment of admits.

- Forbid that I should ever punish them for
gelfish satisfaction. May I grant them all their
wishes that are reasonable and have the cour-
age always to withhold. a privilege that I know
will- do them harm. .

Make me fair and just, considerate and
companionahle, so they will have genuine es-
teem for me. Help me to. be loved and imitated
by my .children..Oh, God, give me calm and
poise and self-control. —Selected

HOME LIFE

Just a Boy
LG

I sent him off o school each morn’
ANl bathed—so clean and sweet,

His shirt so white, his pants well brushed,

His hair combed nice and neat.
I kissed him as he left the bouse

And warned him to keep clean,
Be careful of his -playmates,

Avgid the rough and mean. -

I waiched for him when school was out
And wondered if I'd see

A boy just half as clean
As I dared hope he'd be.’

He came arcund the corner, -
His face as black ag dixt,

One pant leg up, one pant leg down—
Three buitons off his shirt.

I dorn’t know why I dared to hope,
To beg and plead and pray,
When such a pitiable sight
Came home to me each day.
One day he coulda’t go to school;
His spirit brave and bold
Was sigeped in restless. fever—
'His body hot, then cold.

I prayed, “O, God,” but not for help
From homely household tagk;

I prayed for strengih to grant each wish
Those precious lips would ask.

I prayed that I might once again
Sew buitons on his shirt,

That there’d be smudges on his knees
From Ineeling in the dirt.

I sat beside his hedside -
And held his fevered hand,
And clasped that spirit to my heart
Which sought that far-off land.
In the darkness of my reom at night
I prayed again for joy—“0, God!
You can send me tons of dirt to wash—
You gave me back my bgy.”

0—0—0—0—0—0—0—0

—Belected

=9
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Idols of Our Time

By Sis. Charlotte Huskey

“So these nations feared the LORD, and
served their graven images, both their children,
and their children's children: as did their fa-
thers, so do they unto this day.” I Kings 17:41.

Ammerica was founded on respect for God
and Christian principles. Our founding fathers
believed in the Ten Commandments and had
them carved into many stone walls. They be-
lieved Christian ethics were an essential ingre-

dient in the founding and continuance of our .

great nation. The phrase, “In God we trust” was
engraved on our coins. One of our forefathers
said, “Our government will work only ina Chris-
tian nation. It is totally incapable of ruling any
other.” ‘

So what was to become the greatest nation
in the world was set in motion on Christian
principles. But they, just as the children of
Israel, “...did secretly thosethings that werenot
right against the LORD their God,..." I Rings
17:9. Very soon the pride, social approval, sla-
very, covetousness and injustice to Indians,
just to name a few things, began to turn the
hearts of the people from God to themselves.

America is today still called a Christian
nation. Some of the people still fear {respect)
God, but most of us will agree that the majority
of Americans love other things more than they
love God. Whatever one loves more than God
becomes an idol. Some famous people are given
the title, “The American Idol.” Millions of fans
worship these persons and seek to imitate them
hoping to also become successful. Parents en-
courage their children in the same types of
careers. They start them in dancing lessons or
soccer or tee ball, etc. at very tender ages when
they should be enthusiastically training them
in the love, wisdom and knowledge in the Word
of God. I know a four-year-old who plays on a
soccer team. When asked if his team won, he
answered, 1 don't know.” Nor did he care.

Some, instead of worshiping a person, come
nearer to idolizing the game, a team, cars,
races, horses or a muliitude of other things.
Millions of fans all over the United States are
glued to the television when their favorite teams
play. Lawns are not mowed, cars are left in
disrepair, even leaking roofs are sometimes
igniored. All activity stops to take the time for the
idol.

However, I believe the most dangerous idol
to the Christian community is “The American
Dream.” A dream to have all our heart’s desire,
security, good health, a new home, cars for
every member of the family, perfect children,
glamorous . wife, beautiful speed boat, Hme to
play. admiration of others and PEer approval.
Haven't we been told, “You can attain whatever
you dream? The possibilities are there, Go after
it." And that is what we Christians have done.

We've given our idol number one priority in
our lives. We invest in a grand education fora
high paying job. We study more business tac-
tics, the investment markets and tax-write-offs
more than God’s Holy Word. Dads are leaving
for work before their children awake and re-
turning after they are asleep.

Christian parents, even those professing
holiness, are bowing to this idol. Both parents
work away from home or run a business from
home. Some mothers are home physically but
they are so over cormmitted with helping earn
the "American Dream" life style that the spiri-
tual cries of their family members are unheard.
Apostle Paul said, “And having food and rai-
ment let us be therewith content.” I Timothy
6:8. Christ said, “No man can serve two mas-
ters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God and Marnmnoen
(materialism). Therefore I say untoyou, Take no
thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what
ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye
shall put on....” Matthew 6:24-25.

Mom, is your waking thoughts on material
gain or on how you can serve God, your hus-
band or your children? Are we so Involved in
“things™ and pressures of society that we wake
up sweating over the long “to do” Iist. such as
shopping, office work, appointments here and
there, your children's over comimitted sched-
ules of ball practices, various lessons and par-
ties? But missing on the list is “teach. God's
Word to my children.” Deutercnomy 6:6-7
reads, "And these words, which I command thee
this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shait
teach them diligently unto thy children, and
shait talk of them when thou sittest n thine
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(Continued from page 3.)

house, and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest
- up.” ‘This says that we should be teaching all
day long as we go about our duties. It is impos-
sible to be teaching little tidbits of truth con-
stantly unless our minds are on God’s Word. We
cannot be concenirating on how we look, what
we wear, what we shall eat or where we must go
next. .

Amother's first morning thought should be,
“How can I meet the spiritual, physical and
emotional needs of my family.” Her first priority
should be to train her children’s spirit, to find
out why little Johnny muttered his prayer last
night instead of praying eamestly in his usual
cheerful manner, or maybe praying about how
to change Frank’s attitude toward his father, or
whatever such need arises. This can be done
successfully if she is connected with Christ in
an intimate way.

Have we become so blended with our idol of
materialism and so disconnected with God and
His Spirit that we cannot see the needs or hear
the cries of our son’s and daughter’s spirits?
Their boredormn is a sign of a spiritual need. Are
we trying to fill it with innocent entertainment
as reading novels, watching good videos, play-
ing games, and shopping in the malls, etc.? It
cannot be filled with things. Can we stop the
tiresome pursuit of “things” and get connected
with their real needs? Quit making an idol of the
“American Dream” and give yourself a chance to
really serve the living God. That isn't easy to do
becausethe pressures to conform to the world's
financial standards are very sirong. Some will
even justify these pursuits using the scripture,
“But if any provide not for his own, and specially
for those of his own house, he hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an infidel.” I Timothy
5:8. :
Before World War 1 it was wusual for
mothers to work outside the home. Our society
was content with small homes, stimple food and
the opportunity to train sons and daughters to
be happy from the inside out. (Today, suicide is
the number one killer of youth because they are
carrying a great amount of guilt and have insur-
meountable problems.} It is normal for children
to be trained by caregivers or train themselves.
Teens will get inio trouble following their natu-
ral desires unless mothers are in the home to
protect them. Our sons and daughters will not
learn the great principles that will carry them
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successiully through life unless we use our time
training them instead of secking material things.

The saying, “moreis caught, than taught” is-
true. That is why many young people turn away
from God even though the parents have kept
them in church two or three times a week,
sacrificed for their Christian schooling or home
schooling, had no television and protected them_
from other evils. The children catch the idea
that mom and dad's number one priority is the
“American Dream.” They fear God but serve
their idols, so do their children and their grand-
children, even as their fathers unto this day.

Let our prayer be: “Teach me, O LORD, the
way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unio the
end. Give me understanding, and I shall keep
thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole
heart. Make me to go in the path of thy com-
mandments; for therein do I delight. Incline my
heartunto thy testimonies, and not to covetous-
ness. Turn away mine eyes from beholding
vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way.” Psalm
119:33-37.

While Christ was Here upon this earth He loved
us and led us to love the Father in heaven. He
~ taught us that prayer is our avenue to our Father,
who willabundantly give us all things that we have
need of. In Luke 18, He told a parable with the
meaning that “men ought always to pray, and not
to faint.” Philippians 4:6 instructs us to “Be care-
ful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requesis
be made known unto God.” From this verse we
understand that our prayers should include both
our requests and thanksgiving. In order for our
personal life for the Lord to be a success, we must
keep our avenue of prayer o God open with both
petitions for help and praise for all of the good
things which He has given us. .

As this is true of our personal life, so is it true
of our familylife. Under the law, the Israelites were
told that “these words, which I command thee this
day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of
them when thou siitest in thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when thou Hest
down, and when thou risest up.” Deul. 6:6-7.
Whileourchildren are small they should be teight
to pray. This should be done, not only by words,
but by our example.

There is an old motto which says: “The family
that prays together slays together.” This may net
be true all of the time, but family prayer is a sirong
bond for a family. —Kathleen McMurrizi
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An Open Letter to My Parents
From a Teenager

I am your child. You brought me into this
world and raised me to what I am today. If I am
not what I should be, please do not be too harsh .
with me; for I am your product, and by my actions
I advertise the guality standards of home. Do not
point at one of my playmates as an example of how
I should behave; for by doing so yon are admitting
that their parents are doing a better job than you.

You say that you are a Christian: yet when meet-
ing time comes you make litile effort to attend, giv-
ing me no encouragerment to be in God's house, either.
You say that you love me, and yet it has been years
since you put your arms around me at bed-time, and
w:th tears in your eyes asked your heavenly Father
to watch over me as I slept, You =eemn io be iore
interested in my school grades than in the condition
of my eternal soul.

You give me the impression that it is better to
be popular than to be pure; better to be atiractive on
the outside, than to have that “inner beauty” that .
comes to one who loves the Lord.

So the next time you feel like throwmg up your
hands and saying, “I just can't do a thing with you,” -
please remember, you have had the gpportunity to in-
fluence me since I was born, and that the Bible says,
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when
he is old he will not depart from it.” And in another
placa, “They shall rise up and call you blessed.”

‘ ) —Selected

Be Wise

Jesus said, “Be ye therefore wise as serpents
and harmless as doves.” Matthew 10:16. Being
wise as a serpent is being avware of the sutround-
ing dangers. True, there are many physical
dangers- on- every. side of which: each maust: pro-
tect himself and his family, bui:the most serious.
dangers are eiements that threaten the decay of

under God,”

immprtal seuls. Satan is shooting evil darts at
ev:lry Chnstzan, almmg to fatally damage the
50

One agent the. devﬂ is using very effechvely
to damage souls is the hroadcashng media. By
the newspapers, magazines, radio, and- TV re-
porting a constant stream of crime of all. sorts;
pornography, rapes, drigs, alcoholism and wi-
conirolled -pagsions of all kinds, one could be-

- ligve ‘there are no.common, hard—workmg, -good

moral people left.in Amenca A special target is -
the break-down of Chnstlan morals and the

family unit.

We often hear or read, “according to a sur-
vey, *resuits from thls inivestigation,” or
statlshcs show.” Writers and speakers are
using results from all sorts of investigations to
communicate certain-desired thoughts. One
good example of this is a recent headline which
read, “Kids- of Working Mothers Do Better in
School.” This -headline and the related article,
could make a depressed, a financially stressed,
or a. hred-of-staymg-at home mother, feel that
staying-at home just isn’t worth the sacrifice
she has-been making: to obey what she believes
to_be God’s plasi for her. Especially could this -
happen -when the report comes from a team of
psychologists representmg two major universitics
and five years of inguiry. Each of us must be
“wise ‘as serpents” and understand that many .
such. reports are. seriously flawed. This one was
based on an investigation of 573 children from
38.states in the first, third and fifth grades. The
children. were ‘divided into two categories;. those
whose mothers- ‘gtayed at home and those whose
mothers were. employed. The children of the
working mothers seemed to cope better than’
their. peers and showed higher scores. It was not
very surprising ‘though, when the non-working
mother .category consisted of mothers whoe did
not speak English which would make it almest
impossible to help their children with school
bomework. This' category also included mothers
who were emotionally unstable, alcoholics, diug

. abusers, those with low intelligence, those who

were too ill to work, ones who had no employ-
able gkills, some who had children out. of wed-
lock and mothers who were raising several
children supported by welfare. The non-working
category did not consist only of@ggt.he:s who
chose to stay at home with their children for
spiritual ‘and personal reasons.

.Reports from such slanted- mvestzgatmns
are disirusted in acaderplc -circles. Information
from sueh. investigations can be used to prove
an- untruth For example, did you know that
children -of, larger statiire. also score higher on
standardized tests than those w1th smaller stat-
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ures? You ask; could this really be true? Yes, it
is true! Obviously, sixth graders score higher on
academic tests than third graders and they are

larger in stature. Irr.this instance and in count-

less others, the -investigation tells us nothing
about cause and effect. The results from the
investigation done on children from working
and non-working mothers does not prove the
element that the working mother will bénefit

her child. There were many other influences .

that were also present to effect the academi

scores of the children investigated. ~ =

The devil would like for every homeimaker to
believe that her -job is unimportant, and that
she is wasting her time. There could never be a

bigger lie. The future of every small child is’

affected greatly by whoever controls his or her

early environment. There is simply no substitute.

of a Christian mother’s' time and involvement
when her children are small. Pre-schicol, nursery
school, nor the best experienced baby sitter can
compete with the benefits of a full-time sincere

mother. Di. Burton White, director of a 10-year
Harvard University Pre-school Project, says;’

“Young childreri of mothers working full time.
are at a significant disadvaniage emotionally
and intellectually when compared to those whose
mothers remain at home to care for their children.
This is not said to place guilt on mothers who
have to work. Tt is only a statement of pure
tl'll‘ﬂl.” . . -

Every mother must decide from which her

child will benefit most; supplying a higher liv-

ing standard, better clothing, etc., or training in

proper values, decision making and coping abili-

ties: Comimon sénse will tell us that children
cannot be properly trained when a mother works
40-50 hours a week oufside the home, then comés
home tired and has to ‘cook, launder clothing,
bathe small children, help with school Lome-
work and fill the emotional and Spivitual needs
of her family. ' ' ‘
. Parents, be “wise as serpents” and de not
let headlines ‘such as' the following affect your
values: “Working Moms’ Kids are Heslthy, New
Study Says,” “Kid’s Reading Scores High If
Mom Works,” “Kids Approve of Dual-Career
Householder,” and “Career Moms Don’t Hurt
Kid's Chances.” _ - o
Through' many such articles and tlie news
media, the devil is trying to discourage women
who are obeying God’s commandments to be
“keepers at home.” He would like to convirice us
that every mother onght to leave her duties at
home and” be employed for financial gain. The

teenage alcoholism, drug abuse, abortions and

unwed teensge ‘mothers and fathers, should
prove to any intelligent mother’ that the best

.lons am led,
-chosen:-to- leave the home. |

thing she could be doing is insiilling values in
her children through her daily care for them
until they have -made their choice of corapan-
¢ married, or for some dther reason. have

P

—Charlotte Huskey
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- Be Wiser Than Solomon
In the cool of the day, God came down to visit with
Adam—but where was Adam? Adam was hiding
among the trees of the garden, ashamed to face God.
He knew he had sinned. When God questined Adam
about the forbidden fruit, Adam replied, “The woman
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the
tree, and I did eat.”” (Gen. 8:18-21). Eve, the woman,

blamed the serpent. God punished the serpent, Eve
and the man, Adam. ’

God already knew what had happened before He
even came to visit, bul He asked Adam, “Where art
thon?” Why did God call and question Adam firsi?
God had put Adam in the garden to dress and keep it.
He had commanded this man to not eat of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. Scripture never mentions
God commanding the woman to not eat of the fiuit,
Adam ptobably- told her all about it, She did Imow it
was wrong, but God called Adam first even though
Eve had sinned fixst.

The familiar text in Eph. 5:23, tells us, “For the
husband is the hesd of the wife, even as Christ is the.
head of the church.” This puis a responsibility on the
husband. He is to be.the leader and spiritual guide
for his wife and household. When there is a discus-
sion among the family members over whether some-
thing is right or wrong, the husband needs io be
anchored in the Lord and wisely rule in the decision.
If his decision is given in love, the wife and children
will find it easier to abide within his ruling. Then he
needs io set the right example before them. The hus.
band shouls live in such a'way that his childrep can
follow in his fooisteps and make it into heaven.

TES
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It takes much wisdom to be the head of thé house-

hold. Be wiser than Solomon. King Solomon is known
as, being the wisest man who ever lived. He wroteg

hundreds of proverbs; judged wisely over the peoplé:

of Israel for forty years; built beautiful buildings; was
rich in gold and silver; and had peace with the neigh-
boring kings. He pleased the Lord God in many
ways, but he had a flaw which ruined him and de
stroyed Israel. King Solomon could not rule over his
own household. He loved sirange women, having
seven hundred wives, princeses, and three hundred
concubines. They turned away his heart from God. (1
Kings 11:1-13.)*They pursuaded Solomen to build
altars for their sirange gods, and he let them burn
incense and sacrifice to them. The Lord God was
angry with Solomon over this very thing, but Solomon
would not listen to God’s warnings. Finally, God
punished Solomon and tock the kingdom away from
his son {all but one tribe, Judah, for King David’s
sake.) The entire nation of Israel was divided and in
turmoil from that time on. Because King Solomon
eould not rule over his own household, the nation of
Israel suffered. The gods that Solomon’s wives intro-
duced to the Israelifes were a curse to them from that
day forward. King Solomon was counted a wise man,
but his own household destroyed his kingdom. There-
- fore, be wiser then Sclomon.

As James 3:5, tells us, God has wisdom for who- .

ever seeks Him for it. This wisdom comes from above
and it is “first pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy
to be entreated, full of mercy, and good fruits, withoui
partiality, and without hypocrisy.” James 3:17. If the
head of the household has a pure heart, then things}
will go more peaceably and there will be good fruits.
In the Church of God today, there are men who rule
their household with the wisdom from above. These
are honorable men, valuable in the Lord’e eyes. They
are in well keeping of God’s plan.

Sad to say, many men of the world do not esteem
their place-as the head of their household. Some
ignore their duty and let other men raise their own
flesh and blood. God is not pleased with this. At the
final judgment, God will ask every man, “Where art
thou™ God will hold each man (and woman) respon-
sible for their own actions. No one will be able o lay
blame on anyone else—(God will ask vou.

'The happy Christian household will have cooper-
ation among its members. Therefore, husbands, wives,
children, let us all seek after more wisdom from
above, —8is. Connie Sorrell
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The Lies of This World
By Myra Moaning

Have you heard the terms “pro-life” and
“pro-chioice?” Have you ever heard people dis-
cuss this issue? Even the words used in the
discussion are purposely used to manipulate or

" control the way you think. This is simply one of
the ways Satan uses to lead you to believe more
of the lies of this world.

. The opposite of life is not choice—it is death.
In Deuteronomy 30:19, Moses stated what God
had asked him to tell the children of Israel. He
said, “I call heaven and earth to record this day

under God,’ .
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against you, that I have set belore you life and
death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose -
life, that both thou and thy seed may live.”
Ouryoung people are being told by individu-
als on theradio, onT. V., inbooks, in magazines
and in the public schools, that unborn children
are not really humans until they reach a certain
stage in development. Some say they become
humans when they are born. Others say it
happens when they are developed enough to live
in this world on their own, even though they
may not be bom for several more weeks. or
months. Still others say an unbom child is a
child as socon as all their body parts have
formed, which happens much earlier than most
parents realize. However, if for the answer to
this question we look into the Word of God, we
can read in Jeremiah 1:5 where God spoke to
Jeremiagh and said, “Beiore I formed thee...and
belore thou camest forth out of the womb...I
ordained thee a prophet unio the nations.™ This
shows us clearly that the unformed child is not
a “potential” human being, but a human being
with potential from the moment of conception.
‘When scientists and doctors, with their in-
creasingly sophisticated tools and instruments,
are able to see and observe things they had
never been able to watch in the past, they come
to conclusions that prove the Word of God is

- true. They “discover” things that were there, in

the Bible, all this time.

_ The ultrasound machine is a machine that
allows people to observe the movements and
positions .of unborn children. One day, Dr.
Bermard Nathanson, inLake County, IN, watched
as a film was made of an abortion in process,
using the ultrasound machine. ' :

The little girl was peacefully sucking her
thumb. Her heart was beating at a normal rate
of around 120 beats per minute. When the
abortionist’s instrument touched in close prox-
imity, her heartbeat increased. As the instru-
ment camenear her, she thrashed wildly around
atiempting {o escape the thing that was invad-
ing her world."

The tiny child had no choice in the decisions
allowing her life to be ended. She was dismnem-
bered as those in the room watched. At one
point, she threw back her head and opened her
mouth wide, in an action described by Dr.
Nathanson as a silent scream.

The onlookers watched as the outline of the
forceps found her head and crushed it so it
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Being iremendously potent for good, it can
become {remendously potent for evil. Its main-
tenance and proper funetioning are so vital to
society that its faflure to funciion is one of
sociely’s mafor tragedies.

John Ruskin, speaking of the downfall of
Venice, said, “the decline of her political pros-
- perity was exaclly coincident with that of
domestic and individual religion.”

Let us consider it in some of iis unigue
aspects: First of all, as a social unit. Men and
women, boys and girls, young and old, all
living pretiy constantlyand intimately together.
That particular combination is not found any-
where else. In other instihitions—the church,
the school, business—we departmentalize
them. But in the home they are ail togeiher,
and that has possibilities of mutual education
and understanding
that are simply im-
measurable.

And they are to--
gether there on a ba-
sis unknown else-
where—a basis of
natural instinetive
loyally and love. They
have not chosen each
other. They are a part
of each other. Impatient social minds mayleap
to rash conclusions about the enforced rela-
Honwships of the family. As one of them has
said, “"Why should I love, or be kind to, or even
suffer someone simply because, by the acci-
dent of birth, he happens to be my brother?"

That is the very beauty of it. You choose
your outside relationships and they may be
very selfish and unchristian. You must make
the best of your family relationships and they
may be beautifully nnselfish and Christian,
Family devotion and service franscend mere
attraction or admiration or passion.

And so the social civcle of the home be-
comes the idea! symbol of an ideal society. The
" homeat its bestis the economic model of a fust
social order in its equitable, yes, more than
equitable, ils generous, distribution of life’s
opportuntties and comforis and ireasures.

Did you ever gointo a home--a realhome—
and 8nd the strongest boy in the family occu-
pying the biggest room, with a sun porch and
a lovely view, simply because he was the
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strongest and got there first and took posses-
sion?

Did you ever go into a real home and find.
the prettiest girl in the family wearing the
loveliest clothes just because she was the
preitiest? No! Well, why dowe do that, or allow
that, in the larger house of the human family?

Bui it is not as a social unit that the family
is at its best: butl as a spiritual fellowship. Iitis
not while they are sitting around their com-
mon table, sharing generously the good gifis of
Providence and exercising those graces and
couriesies that would fransform society as a
whole; it is nof even when the conversation
around the fable reaches fine heights of cul-
tural qualify; but when they sif around the
word of God, and lift their voices in the univer-
sal prayer—"Our Father"—that the family circle

becomes a micro-

ister who had found
anoutstanding min-
isiry, especially to
the home, tells this
delightful experi-
ence of his own fam-

ilylife. itistheir cus-

tom to have moming devotions around the
breakfast table. One moming with the New
Testament open between them, the father
turned to the sixth chapter of Ephesians.
Everything seemed propitious that morning
for the reinforcement of his parental authority,
jor he read the familiar verse, “Children, cbey
your parents in the Lord.” His son, about
sixteen, was sitting opposite him, and think-

ing the opporiunify was too precious to lose,

ihe father paused and said, “My boy, that isa
good text. Let me read it again: Children, cbey
your parenis in the Lord.” He was scarcely
prepared for the next move in the drama, for
jusi down the page he came on this: “Fathers,

provoke not your children fowrath.” Suddenty
the boy said, “That’s a good text, Dad, read il
again.” That is a positively beautiful scene—a
father and his son, with the New Testamneni

open before them, and exercising an equal |

right to challenge each other over its challeng-
ing pages.  —Taken from Faith for These

bv Willard Brewingd.
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could be suctioned. It is said that when the
abortionist saw the film, he left the clinic and
never retumed. '

Abortionists are paid well. In some clinics
the procedures are scheduled carefully and the
doctor can move quickly from room toroom, and
earn: $600 or more per hour.

The Word of God has already let us know
that the love of money is the root of all evil. The
abortion issue is one case that verifies this
scripture as being true.

Many argue that women should have the
right to decide if they wish to bring a child into
- this world. They do not wish for the young lady
tobe told that the life within is not simply amass
of tissue, a clump of cells,

I'personally cannot irnagine that abortienist
walking into his house, taking his wife by the
hand, looking into her face and saying, “Honey,
IknowI'mhome early today—but—honey, I just
saw a clump of cells scream.” .

Dor't, dear ones, believe the lies of this
world. :

Home Life gt 1990

In today’s news we read of so many things
which are wrong in our world. There are earth-
quakes, tornadoes, disasters of various kinds
which are causing much distress, Bui the saddest
of all is the loss of young lives. Too many of our
children and young people are confronted with
problems that they feel have no soluticn; there-
fore, they commit the ultimate act of ending their
own lives. What a tragedy!

Life was, and still is, created by God for His
glory. So carelessly are some mothers endinglives
beforetheyeven have ahopporhmityto live and fill
the placewhich God hasforthem that ourchildren
are not being taught the value of life.

Ourchildren are required to begin their formal
education at a very young age. Most of these
children will go to the public schools where they
will be taught that there are no absoclutes, o God,
no difference between right and wrong. The belief
of these'schools, which are training our children’s

minds, is that whatever their mind can conceive,
they can achieve. :
The leaders and educators of our nation have
forgotten the lesson of King Nebuchadnezzar, One
lay while the king walked in the Palace of the
kingdom of Babylon he spoke “and said, Isnot this
great Babylon, that Thave built for the house of the
kingdom by the might of my power, and for the

honor of my majesty?” {Dan. 4:30). But while he

was yet speaking a voice came from heaven and
said, “The kingdom is' departed from thee.” For
seven years Nebuchadnezzar lived as g beast of
the field. Afterwards he lifted up his €yes unto
heaven and his understanding returned to him,
Then did he praise and honor God and he testified
that “allthe inhabitants of the earth are reputed as
nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto
him, What doest thou?” (Dan. 4:35) This teaching
of the world that man is Supreme is going to lead
our children to a disastrous end, Therefore they
must be fortified with the knowledge that
Nebuchadnezzar learned: There is a God who
controls all things.,

As parents and teachers of our children we
need to give them God's Promises of help. Just

. befg;jeJ esus left this world He gaveus His promise,

“Lo. 1 am with you alway, even unto the end-of the
world:™(Matt; 28:20). T
- It is true that there will be problems and
difficulties inylife, But God has the answer. For the
ability to live in-a world full of evil we can be
assured “that “where sin abounds, grace does
muchmore abound. {(Rom. 5:20). Thetestimony of
Philippians 4:12, “I can do ali things through
Christ which strengtheneth me,” can be ouss,
Let us leave our children an example of a life
submitted to God who gives us all strength and a
hope which reaches to eternity. ;
I o —Kathleen McMurrin
.

HOME LIFE -7,r /993

The Homé—A Miniature of
The Kingdom of Ged

The family is the most ancient of all hu-
man institutions, Before there was a church
or a school, or a society or a state, there was
the family. And with just as little contradic-
tom, it can be further said that the family at
its best is the loveliest of all human nstihs-

" tions. And being the loveliest it is open to
“some of the ugliest enemies, ceee b

¥/
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‘The Power of Example
in Child-Training

“Your actions speak so loudly that I caunot
hear what you are saying,” is often quoted with
reference to the dealing of adults with each
other; but too few apply the principle of the
proverb to their experiences with children. There

are no minds sc sasceptible to influences, no.

 eyes so keen at watching, and no ears so dull {o
mere precepi as these of children. The power of
example to make lasting impressions cannot be
measured. Good authorities maintain that en-
vironment, far more than heredi'v, determines
what children shall be. Much experience cor-
roborates this testimony. How responsible, then,
is the parent to always do right. For the litile
imitators are unconsciously being shaped by the
mental and moral mold provided for them hy
those about them.

Parents generally want their children to.be
kind and courteous, patient and truthful. Com-
paratively few, however, put forth the reguisite
effort to make them so. When moralizing, scold-
ing, or boxing of ears fail of the desired result,
too many parents are ready to inguire helpless-
ly, “What more can I do? T have talked and
punished too, but it’s all of no use.”

- Very true. It is all of no use, for the chil-
dren, too often seeing that the parent does not
abide by his own teaching, conclude that the
teaching is not very essential. Punishing a child

for doing exactly what father and mother do is

not a procedure very well calculated to instill a
deep sense of justice or of respect for the parent.

What value can Johnny put upon absoluie
truthfulness if he should see Mama (the best
person in all his little world) kiss Mrs. Jones,
and hear her say, “How delightful of you to pay
me this little call,” and then at dinner hear her

March, 1888

tell Father that “that horrid Mrs. Jones called
today”? Neither should the child be blamed for
giving way to fits of anger when his wishes are
crossed, if he sees frequent manifestations of

anger in his parenis or guardians.
It will be a httle difficult for Mary to under-

" stand exactly the guality of justice if she is

arbitrarily commanded to wash the dishes when
it is Jane's turn, just because it is easier to
compel Mary than Jane to do them.

James can hardly be expected to be a model
of chivalry if Father habitually fails to offer
Mother the easy chair or to hold the deor for her
to pass. The lad might think politeness a rather
one-sided affair, expected only of children, if he
is commanded to say “please” and “thank you”
when no opne says it to him.

In a certain family where two romping, ro-
bust youngsters lived, it was a point of honor
never to refuge to do anything if asked politely
to do it, unless there was a very good reason for
not doing so. Then the reason must be explained
and the excuse accepted. The elders held them-
selves rigidly to this policy, and the boys almost
never failed.

An apology for a mistake in judgment, an
error in pumshmg or for harsh-speakmg, for
anything, in fact, that one is ashamed of in his
conduct toward a child, will not lose the child’s
respect. On the-contrary such a course wiH
cause the child to be thoughiful and tender
toward you and others. Two boys were one day
trying to harness a horse. The older lad was too
short to reach the horse’s head easily, and on
this particular occasion she refused to take the
bit. The boy was impatient. The younger lad
made a suggestion. Quick as a flash came an
angry, .cutting reply. Then as quickly, “Oh,
pardon me, John. I did not mean that.” His
elders had done the same with him. Example
had taught him that he could not be a gentle-
man and intentionally, without good and suf
ficient cause, wound anyone’s feelings.

Sympathize with your children and they
will be sympathetic toward you. Nothing will
harden and make defiant-some natures, break

the spirit of others, and estrange all from vou .

like sarcasm and sneers. Save those for your
own blunders and faults, but never wither your
children’s souls with them.

In short, show toward vour children the
same deference and kindly attention that you
want them to show you. In very rare cases will

they disappoint or fail you. It will take some

pains and effort, some thoughtful planning,
doubtless much looking above for wisdom and
power; but nothing worthwhile was ever done
without an expenditure of effort. And what is
more worthwhile to you than the retaining of
the love and respect of your children?
—Selected
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We are ofien reminded to “Train up a child

in the way that he should go -and when he is old

‘he will not depart from it.” Prov. 22:6. We iend
to think of that as applying to a certain in-
stance in the life of a child when he needs

immediate correction, but to train is an on-going

proposition. To train is to mold snd form through
everyday living.

: When a child is born, he is born with a
natural inclination to rule. Soon after birth he

" begins to practice the art of screaming when he
has a need, and the parent will come runmng.
Before long he expects to be obeyed. A child is
helpless to fulfill his needs at this time and it is
a right and natural thing for the parents to
meet these needs. However, from that very point
training should begin. As the child grows in
understanding, he must begin to realize that
there are certain boundaries for his demands to
be met. As he develops in dexterity, he must
realize that he has some responsibilities in life.
If a child is not taught these things, you will

Z#nd him dictating the whole lifestyle of the
famﬂy. Put several children of this disposition
into one family and you really have chaos. Such
children will grow up to be a burden on the
family, the Church and society in genersl

The parents must do the molding and not

allow the child to push the parents into a mold
of service. A child must learn to take a back
seat when the needs of others are being attended
to. A child can so rule the parent’s life that they
have no time to rest, do things that they like to
do or take care of_ their own needs.
" There is a saying that “Boys will be boys ;
but we need to realize that boys will be men. It

‘one ’*wﬁ"ﬁ’ under— God,"

is important to not just consider a child as a
child, but think of what you want it to be like as
an adult, With a preconceived idea of what a
person of integrity that loves God is like, put
every moment infto heading your c.‘mld in that
direction. This is trammg
We should not be weary in training our chil-
dren, for God gives us children for a purpese. It
is very well expressed by a guote from Mary
Howitt. “God sends children for another purpose
than merely to keep up the race--to enlarge our
hearts, and to make us unselfish and full of
kindly sympatbies and affections; to give our
souls higher aims; to call out all our faculties to
extended enterprise and exertion; and to bring
round our firesides bright faces, happy smiles,
and loving, tender hearts. My soul blesses the
great Father, every day, that he has gladdened
the -earth. with lttle children.”
—Wayne Murphey

o

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The word fear seems to be highlighted in the Scriptures and
comments already given in this lesson. Fear is a healthy
emotion. Not the Kind of fear that describes terror or fright but
one that builds respect for whatever dangers are out there.

A three-year-old, a tricycle and a sloped driveway all make
for free wheeling fun—except that the end of the driveway
intersects with a busy street. I {the three-year-old) learmed
through a firm, loving hand of discipline to never, never go out
into the street. I do not remember the dangers of the traffic at all.
But they were very real.  do not even remember the punishment
for the time of disobedience. But T do remember skinned up
tennis shoes and ankles that provided a gquick stop for my
tricycle so that I could turn around and start back up the
driveway. I was spared great injury or even death through that
emotion of fear. Fear of the busy street? No, but fear of
disobedience to my' parents.

- As 1 grew into my teenage/adult years, that fear took on a
different meaning. It turned into a deep respect. 1 was more
interesied in pleasing my parents than deing something that
would cause them to be hurt or disappointed in me. Once again,
1 really was not aware of the dangers that were “0ut there,” but
this respect /caution spared my parents, and ultimately me, alot
of heartache.

We have a heavenly Father that loves us so very much and
when He corrects us. He is only interested in our well being.
Whenwe consider working “out our own salvation with fear and
trembling,” we must do this with that same respect in mind. Qur
lives should be governed by the fear of disappointing or hurting
our Lord. It will affect our conversation, our attitudes, where we
go, who we are with and what activities we participate in. We are
still very much like 2 hapless three-year-old and are unaware of
the dangers out there. But keeping ourselves in obedience to
God's correction and having a desire to seek His good pleasure
will spare us much heartache and grief. —5is. LaDawna Adams
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Helping Children Establish
Proper Values

Have you ever heard the staiement, “Do as
I say and not as I do”? Some parents say it to
their children. Others do not say it, but they
expect their children {o do as they say, not as
they do. Life would be so much nicer for parents
if children would follow their advice and not
their example. Don’t we all know that to be a
fact? I do. Have you never felt ashamed of your
child’s actions and later rememhered a time
when you acted ahout the same way only under
different circumstances? I have.

Children are great imitators of adults, and
they will imitate the weaknesses as well as the
strengths. All parents should accept the fact
that their child or children will have weak-
nesses and strengths and ofttimes almost identi-
cal to their own, but these weaknesses can be
overcome by frusting in God and dlsmp}mmg
one’s self and the child.

The most important things that Christian
parents want to pass on to their children are not
their own strengths, whatever they may be, but

a great reverence for God and a firm trust in

God. With these two tools any child can have a
reasonable chance to enjoy eternal life and
escape eternal woe.

But how is.this done? First: one must helieve
in his heart that God has entrusted into his care
“an eternally living creature. The child is not just
a body with some character traits acquired from
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father and some from mother. No, the child is

more. He or she is a special person made in-the -

image of God, and placed on the earth for a
short period of time, at the end of which he or
she must give account to God for how he or she
has used this allotted time. This is an awsome
truth, to be sure.

Second: The parent must believe that all of
God’s laws hang on these two commandments,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God. with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. And . . . thou shalt Jove thy neighbour as
thyself.” Matt. 22:37-40. The parent whe believes
this will guard his own affections and keep his

love for God. This will enable him to value

things according to God’s value system, thus
causing him to be a proper example for the child
to follow. A child knows what a parent loves
most by how he spends his time, Parents show
love for God by spending time in prayer with
Him, by stedying His written Word, listening
attentively to His preached Word, by singing
songs of praise to Him and by choosing to
suffer rather than displease Him, Let them see
love for God demonsirated by attending worship
service, even when it brings discomfort to your
body, by arising early enough to have morning
devotions, by praying often during the day and
always in the evening. Of course, there are
many other ways {o show children that we
value our relationship with God more than any
other thing.

Love for cur neighbor can be seen by men-
tioning them in prayer, by sharing good litera-
ture with them, spending time with them listening
to their problems, ete. It can be seen best if we
do these things under difficult cireumstances,
such as when a neighbor hasn’t been very nice.
Children will value this commandment, if they
see you doing it. Seeing a parent obey this
commandment will also build attitades of com-
passion and thoughtfulness for others into the
child. He will learn to think of others and their
feelings and not have his mind continually on
satisfying his own desires.

The third important thing a parent should
believe if they wish to help their children estab-
lish proper values is that, “the day of the Lord
will come as a thief in the night; in the which
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat,
the earth also and the works that are therein
shall be burned up.” Believing this will cause
the parent to put more prime time on eternal
values than on temporal values. The children
will unconsciously put more value on their soul’s
welfare than on earthly gains, such as wealih,
honor, or popularity. It will also build a respect
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for keeping everything clear between his soul
and God or his fellow man. Children will fear to
mistreat others, or resist the reproofs of God
because God might come any moment, and they
would be found guilty.

The fourth basic belief that a parent must
have if he is to help his children esiablish
proper values, is that “God is LOVE™. “He that
loveth not knoweth not God; for GOD IS LOVE.
I John 4:8. Love your children for small children
seem to picture God to be like Mother and Dad.
Prove to your child you love him by taking time
to hear him. Perhaps he has some childish
prank, or a joy to share, or maybe a problem
that is a litile hard for his small mind to solve.
Let him know you care by taking time to listen.
Let them Imnow God is love by talking with them
often about God’s care. Tdke a walk in the
woods, let him feel the wind, the rain, the cool
breeze and explain to him God’s plan that things
of nature supply for each other so the hvmg
things can stay. alive,

Talking of God’s love to them often is the
best rule to follow. God’s love cannot be over.
emphasized, and yei a child needs a proper
balance between God’s love and His severity.

This whole article is just an introduction to
helping children establish proper values. Each
parent must first get his lifesiyle built around
these four basic beliefs and then seek God for
wisdom in placing proper value on everyday
living experiences. Remember, childven do as we
do and not as we say.

E —Charlotte Huskey

0
L0

“Who art in heaven.”

“Who art in heaven,” repeated the children,
one with her eyes bent meekly down, and the
other losking upward, as if she would penetrate
the heavens ints which her heart was aspiring.

“Hallowed be thy name,”

Lower fell the voice of the litile ones. In a
gentle murmur they said,—

“Hallowed be thy name.”

“Thy kingdom come.”

And the burden of the prayer was still taken

:_,by the children—

“Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,”

filled the chamber.

And the mother continued—

“Give us this day our daily bread.”

“Our daily bread,” lingered a moment on
the air, as the mother’s voice was hushed into
stlence..

“And forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debiors.”

“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.”

“For thine is the kmgdom and the power,
and the glory, forever.”

A_mell_” -

All these holy words were sald piously and
fervenily by the liitle ones, as they knelt with
clasped hands beside their mother. Then as
their thoughts, uplified on the wings of prayer

* to their heavenly Father, came back again and

HOME LIFE (.4 /757
Evenmg Prayer

“Our Father.”

The mother's voice was low and tender, and
solemn.

“Cur Father.”

On two sweet voices the tones were horn
apward. It was the innocence of reverent children
that gave them utterance.

rested on their earthly parents, a warmer love
came gushing from their hearts,

Pure kisses—tender kisses—the fond “good
night.” What a sweet agitation pervaded all
their feelings. Then two dear heads were placed
side by side on the snowy pillows, the mother’s
last good-night kiss given, and the shadowy
cartaing drawn,

What a pulseless stillness reigns without the
chamber. Inwardly, the parent’s ears are bent.
They have given those innocent ones into the *
keeping of God’s angels, and they can almost
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‘hear the rustle of their garments as they gather
around their sleeping babes. A sigh, deep and
tremulous, breaks on the air. Quickly the mother
turns to the father of her children, with a look
of earnest inquiry upon her countenance. And
he answers thus her silent questions:—

“Far back through many years have my
thoughts been wandering. At my mother’s knee
thus said I nightly my childhood’s evening
prayer. It was that best and holiest of all prayers,
‘Our Father’, that she taught me. Childhood and
my mother passed away. I went forth as a man
into the world, strong, confident, and self-seeking.
Once I came into great temptation. Had I fallen
in that temptation, I should have fallen never o
rise again. I was about yielding. All the barriers
I could oppose fo it in the in-rushing flood,
seemed just ready to give way, whén, as I sat in.
my room one evening, there came from an ad-
joining chamber, now first occupied for many
weeks, the mirmur of low voices. I listened. At
first no articulate sound was heard, and yet
something in the fones stirred my heart with
new and strong emotions. At length there came
to my ears, in the earnest, loving voice of a
woman, the words—

“ Deliver us from evil’

“For an instant, it seemed to me as if that
voice were that of my mother. Back with a

- sudden bound, through all the intervening years,

went my thoughts, and a child again I was’

kneeling at my mother’s knee. Humbly and
reverently I said over the words of the holy
prayer she had taught me, heart and eye up-
lifted fto heaven. The hour and power of dark
ness had passed. I was no longer standing in
slippery places, with a flood of water ready to
sweep me to destruction; but my feet were on a
rock. My pious mother’s care had saved her son.
In the holy words she had taught me in child-

hood was a living power to resist evil through

all my after life. Ah! that unknown mother, as
she taught her child to repeat this evening
prayer, how little dreamed she that the holy
words were to reach a stranger’s ears, and save
him through the memory of his own childhood
and his own mother. And yet it was so. What a
power there is in God's Word, as it flows into
"and rests in the minds of innocent childhood.”

Tears were in the eyes of the wife and
mother, as she lifted her face and gazed with a
subdued tenderness, upon the countenance of
her husband. Her heart was too full for utter-
ance. A little while she thus gazed, and then
with a trembling joy, laid her hand upon his
bosom. Angels were in the chamber where their
dear ones slept, and they felt their holy presence.
(Taken from Choice Readings for the Home Circle)
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To have a happy home is not an impossibility.

_Because they are few is not proof that there are

none. Dotted here and there over this great wide

world is a happy home. These are the sacred

refuges of life; these are the brighi oases in the
desert waste; these are the fertile spots where
the flowers bloom, birds sinig, and the sun
always shines, . : .

It is not flaming chandeliers, rich draperies,
oriental rugs, over-stuffed furniture, gilded halls
and granite stairs that make a home happy. It
is all told in one word and that word is LOVE.
Where love is, there is happiness. Poverty can
not drive happiness from the home where love
sways her gentle scepter over the hearts of all
that are in the home. '

Our homes are like instruments of music.
The grace of God will fune all the hearts into 2
beautiful harmony. Just one discordant heart
jars through the whole home and breaks up the
sweet harmony and happiness. Where every

member is tuned in with God and with each .

other, there you will find more of heaven than
can be found anywhere on earth. The grace and
love of God is needed and must be had to have a
cheerful, happy home, and all that is noble,
manly and purest in us is also needed. There
will be many things that musi be resisted. There
are many little duties, atientions, and considera-
tions that must be faithfully given. That home
can not be happy where there is a stern, rigid
hand holding all in its grip. There .must be

_freedom, Iiberty, not to sin, but to the bouyancy.

of happy, innocent spirits. No unhallowed thing
must be allowed in the home, but there is a
certain merriment, and innocent cheerfulness
that is not unhallowed. The little girls play
good-naturedly with their dolls and never unhal-
low a home. Music of the right sort sheds a
benign influence over the soul, and ¢heers and

brightens the home. Let innocence. be free, but-
keep sin out. When sin comes in, God goes out. .

One of the evils that often come into homes is

5
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that of disrespect, lack of esteéint’ and -courtesy.
, The gruff “yes” or “no” of the members one'to
another, in znswer to inquiries, leads o unpleas-
ant consequences-gantl chills:the atmosphere of the
home. The fone in which werds are-spoken and
the manner in which acts are done has much to
do with the happiness of the hiome. When a
child calls upon the parent to give some instruc-
tion, or to give a litile aid in'some way, the aid
can be given in such a cold, indifferent way,
which says, “Now that is donée and please don’
trouble me again soon.” You make a sad mis-
take if you think the litfle acts of affection, the
words of gentleness, the smiles and little courte-
sies are.to be given only when company comes
into the home. Resist all cold, careleéss, indif-
ferent, unthoughtful feelings. and.let inierest,

courtesy, kindness, attention, esteem, considera-

tion, self.denial and love reign supreme,
: —C. E. Oxr

"
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A MOTHER'S DREAM

One night 2 few years ago, the Lord permitted me
to have a dream which has been 2 great help to me in
times of trial and temptation. .

It seemed I was in a big room where there were
several people seated and someone was at a stand spesk-
ing. Tt didn't seem to be anything of wmeh importance,
vet I didn't seem to be condemned for being there. It
seemed to last a long time, and after it was over, I visited
with . different ones avound me, then put my coat onm
and went ontside to go home. After going but a few
feet from the door I stopped, and my hesrt about sank,
for lying on the ground right in front of me was our two

sweet little girls ssleep, without coats on, and huddling

close to each other for comfort end warmth, I was so
hurt and ashamed, because it seemed that during the
"meeting I hadn't even thought of them.

I woke up and cried and eried, for I conldn't under-
gtanid why [ would dream such an awfal dresm. My hus-

band and I have always been the type to take our chil-
dren everywhere and hardly ever leave them, even with
close loved omes.

The Lord started showing me how the dream was for
me. 'The saints have & greater responsibility toward their
sweet little children than merely feeding, elothing, and
caring for them. The Lord showed me that, although I
wouldn't think of leaving our little girls in such an awful
condition as I had dreamed, I was doing the same thing
by being so busy that I didn’t take time for their little
desires and giving each the personal love and instruction
they needed. They were having to get that warmth and
comfort from each other.

Then I've thought how the Lord doesn't wait until
He gets all His “work” done before He lisiens to us or
comforts us. How wany times can. we think of when
the Lord bas been a presemt help in time of need? I can,
many, many times, Since that time, I've found that even
though I was very busy, that if I would listen to them
and smile, that it would satisfy them, aad yet I wasn’t
hindered, but the bond of love was growing stronger.

May God help us pavents to look to God for Jove and
undersianding and wisdom with our preeivas God-given
jewels. Let's pray for each other ~—Name Withheld

YOUR CHILDREN

Take time to langh and sing and play,
To cuddle them a bif.

Tell them a story now and then,

. And steal a little time to sit

And listen to their childish talk,

Or iake them for a little walk.

You do not know it now — but scon
They will be gone — the years are swift —
For life just marches on and on, .
And heaven holds no sweeter gift
Than a small boy with tousled hair,
Who leaves his toys just anywhere. _
Take time o hear their prayers at night.
To really cherish and enjoy
A little girl with flaxen curls,
And the small wonder of a boy.
They ask so little when they’re small,
Just love and tenderness — that’s all.
—Vermont Home Guards

)
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Homosexuality Is Sin!

“Because that, when they knew God, they plori-
fied him not as God . . . professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools. Wherefore God also gave
them up to uncleanness through the lust of their
own hearts, to dishonour their own bofies between
themselves: ., . . and served the creature more than
the Creator. . . . For this cause God gave them up
unto vile affections: for even their wornen did change
the natural use into that which is against nature:
and likewise also the men, leaving the natursl use
of the woman, burned in their lust one toward an-
other; men with men working that which is unseemly,
and recelving in themselves that recompense of their
error which was meet. . . . Who knowing the judg-
ment of God, that they which commit such things
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but
have pleasure in them that do them. Therefore
thou art inexcusable, O man.” Rom. 1:21, 22, 24.28,
32; 2:1a, :

In view of what has happend in Houston, Texas,
where 27 boys were killed, and possibly others in-
volved that are not brought to the knowledge of the
police, we are stirred that thiz sin, which is sweep-
ing the land, be condemned and exposed as sin, Tt
seems thal many so-called churches are accepting
homosexuality as being right, but it is definitely
against God's Werd and will, and people who are in-
volved need to repent of it and forsake such filthy,
ungodly actions.

Parents need to sit down and talk to their boys
and girls. They need to instruct them how to con-
duet themselves and what Ged has ereated them for,
and warn them against this great sin. Psychia-
trists say that homosexunality is not natural. Tt is
acquired, and one remark was made that it resulis
from neglect of the parents. I den't know in what
way, but maybe through not teaching their children.
Saints of God, don't be guilty of letting the devil
get the advantage of your children through your
neglect. Make them know they are wanied and feel
secure in your love and care. Teach them aboit the
tricks of the devil and be careful where you let them
go and in whose company they are. Go places with
themn and do things together. If you don't influence
them rightly, they will learn the world's ways on
their own, ~—A burdened Saint,



God Is Pleased With Obedience

Thesaered Word of God says: ‘“I'ramupach:ld
in the wax he should go; and when he 1 old,hem.ﬂ
not depart from iL” Prov 22:6. .- -, .

A1l whe reafly fear Geod and keep a-tender con-j
scious toward our heavenly Father will apree with
mefhatfneon_ypmnarwaytotramachﬂdwould
be mL_su-uctvtandmrearltupmharmonymth-
the teachings and instructions of the sacred word.of
God. If parents will be diligent fo. da. this; the prom-

- ise ofGod.sthattheywﬂ]notdepartfmmrtasthey
grow glder. On the other hand, if we, as parents, fail
‘to do this, and allow them fo be and act like the un-
saved, worldiy-minded people s@round. us, then when

- they grow clder they will not want to depart from
that way. There may be excepiions to this rule; but
they are only excepiions; and we, as parents, ought

. to take heed to the warnings of God’s word and teach:
ings, Instructions, and exhortations of:G6d’s holy
ministers lest we reap sorrow Thon son'ow in later

" years, and find at the final indgment day that:ithe
bilood of our children is vron us.. Parenis. are re-

-sponsiblz for the training of thelr children. -.

- Whenparentst.ﬂthmrchﬂdzmnot fo dothmgs-
that are wrong, they should see to.it. that-they do
_not do them or zeceive punishment for ihe SATE.

‘When you tell the child not to do a thing, you id
see that'it obeys you and never allow the ehﬂd to -
beg you into. allowing it to do that which you have
Forbiddem lest they lose confidence in you and. feel
that yon do nwot mean what you say. Be eareful

* tp. make promises to the child that you are nut
you can, folfill .
We are instrocted by the Lord to keep om' hil-.

dren under subjection with all gravity. This means
to keep them.ynder subjection in-a stepdy, qulet, col~

seriohs mammer., Parents must keep them-
Endce control. Tt Is wrong to become provoked
Besobedfent child, and ‘hastily jerk it up and whip
mzmgachﬂdshmﬂﬁspeakca]mlyanﬂ.
v I0 I, Many thbes it would be good To take it
nﬁmzzsafandte?llt how wrong it was for it fo
ﬁﬁ*éxd,andhowrtgrlevesyoutohavetoplm-
h ¥, b —:beca.useyonloveﬂ;:tlsnecessary FPray
gk £ and for it, and-# it has - done ‘wrong,
‘® should also ask God to. forgive it Oftimes,
#-3on deal with a child in this way, it will see that
# nezds a whipping. - B is very seldom that a chiid
=¥ forget if dealt with in this mammer, and the child
will Iove you, Also, your soul will prosper as God
.wﬂlblessyoumﬂmsdeahngw:thyourchﬂdrm

" 'Parents should not tease their children, for by
doing they will either provokethemtoanger which
Lord forbids parents to do; or will cause them
'respeetfurthmnunﬁlthmrteachmgswﬂlnot
the weight with the children that they should.
hild fo fis innocent simpleity believes what its

e@ecmustobehevel:hmandtakeh:msmously.
Fow woald we feel if the Lord wounld tease us? - We
would be deeply hurt and would never know when 10
botizve Him,

6% say, and takes them seriously, even as the- -

VICIORY

Y i ¥ oz child is not brought under subjection o its

parenrts, it will not honor others in autherity. 'This
dsthe. museofthea!armmgammmtof juvenile .de-
in our land today. Even if such children
t. become criminals, theywi!lgmwup to. be
-Selizwilled and will oot be in a eondmon to submit
10 the Iaws of God.

.= The Lord expects his pﬂ-nple to meet together for
‘the’ purpose of worshiping him and edifying one an-
;other. ¥ew people realize what, great damage they
do to the cause of God when they take part in or

. afiow actions. which disturbs the sacreduess of a

worship service. Babies are ativactive and can do
many “clever things, but they must be taught that
‘the place of Worsh1p is not the proper place to dis-.
play. their cleverness.
25 to be entertained by babies and children dur-
geryices are: committing several evils: they fail
part of God's word which He wanis to get
disturb and prevent others from getiing
e"service; they break the sacredness of
] i show disrespect to and digeourage
mm:.szer Wi has Iabored in prayer and study to
i something from ‘God to feed their souls, making
ieelh:s..ffertshavebeenmvam, theysetthe
2 -example bxfore others; and it is not iraining
; chﬂdmthewavrtshuuldgo Itwillgrowup
£ jmpression that chireh serviees is just a
£0,” and thar pmachmg i5. not to be faken
7350 it will be bard Jor the- Lord o ever
bring eonviction to its heart through the preaching
of His Word, when He has ordained that souls:should
be saved through the vreaching of His Word. The
child shouid be taught that when we mzet for worship
] lsgsacredgathemzfr Tt chould not be allowsd fo

ri-avound over the louse nor to do thmgs to gitiract

of the meeting, . :
Children are guick to imitate others, aspee:ally
their parents.
.dren may be traced to similar conduct in the parents; -
Parents offen boast to others ahout what a smart chifd -
_they have, yet they often act in its presence as though
it had mo inteltipence. You may spend mmich fime::
telling your child the way he should go, but if you, -
do not show it the way, yourtalkmgwﬂlhemst:dle
words to it. It ean understand what you do much:.:
better than what you say. Since our actions have '’

_such a weighty influence apon others, is it any won- .

ﬂerthattheLordwarnsusthatuuractmnsshzﬂl be
weighed in the judgment day? Every seed sown in
a childs heart will grow. Let us becarefulwhatkmd
of seed we sow, for we shall reap it,

Some parents may say, “You are gmmg us’ a b:g
job, and one that will take much time” Yes, it takes
time to rear chﬂdmn right, but God will bléss you 1A

- sodoing and your children will grow up and call.you.

& blessed father and mother, —Fred Pruri:t
ofia .

Grown-ups who allow them. -

the attention of others, for this spoils the saereﬂness 2%

Sometimes naughty condect in chil- .

P-arenting
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The. Chnstlan Home

Nothing can come so near symbolizing

heaven on earth as a home. A father and

mother and a family of children can be a min-
iature heaven beyond that of anything among
men. More real, true, genuine happiness can be
had in the home than anywhere heside. Home
. comfort can be made a little sweeter than any
“.other comfort. It is good to have Jesus and
heaven with us everywhere, but nowhere is it
better to have Christ and heaven -than in the
home. There is nowhere among Christians that

the devil will work harder to bring in discord,
interruptions, frials, contentions, impatience
and sin than in the ‘home.

We speak, not censuring, but sympatheti-
cally when we say that too many Christian
homes are not as they should be and could be.
They are not as bright a reflection of heaven as
they could become. There are many reasons why
this is so. Many a dear, God-fearing hushand
and wife, father and mother, are not finding the
love, holiness and happiness in theu: homes thai
their hearts erave. Thmgs arise to mar the
peace, to interrupt the joy, to desiroy the sweet
aroma of love, and they long to have things
better than they are. They make resolves and
decisions and efforts to have tbmgs better, but
they do not get much better. It is only through
the goodness and mercy of God that they do not

gwenpmdespmr Let us say to you, never give
' up, you can win, you can have it more satis-
factory. You will not get where there will never
be any irials, but you can get where these trials
will not be very frequent and where they will be
greatly weakened. -

Some homes are more heavenly than others
" and yet they are Christian homes. There are
many professed Christian homes where things
have come to such a state that they are not
worthy of the name Christian, but there are
those in which there is not as much of heaven
as there might be and yet they are not wholly
rejected of Gad. You. iry-bui you do not succeed.
Let me say, cease-your frying. Pray more; pray
to God. Feed on Christ, agsimilate Him, bring
Him into your life and cross words and cold
feelings will fleé away. A power and love wﬂl
come into your life that will give you ¥
You are leavitig Jesus too ‘much out: of youl'
home. Let there be more sitting at His feet:Move
of Christ in you is ‘your hope of"*%bﬁ%ss'.o

-—C. E. Orr
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Religion in the Home
By Martha Leavell

Home, as God intended, is a thing of
exquisite beauty. Its various loves, that of
parentforchild, child for parent, children for
each other, the young for the old, the old for
the young,—these loves break like frachared..
light through a prism from the great white
love of God Himself. To describe the highest
emotions in His kingdom relationship, Jesus
took from the home its sweetest words and
set them in His spiritual vernacular. He
taught us to call God “father,” ourselves
“sons” or “children” of God, and Himself our
elder “brother.” The intimate affections in
the home He summoned to . illustrate the
intimmacy of His relation with those who obey
God. “Whosoever shall do the will of my
Father who is in heaven, the same is my
brother, and sister and mother.” Matt. 12:50.
He referred to Himself as the "bridegroom
and the church as the *bride.” :

Because of these references of Jesus

‘which imply purity, affection, intimacy and -

purpose for the home, such idealisms can
never be separated from the home, They
must abide in human understanding for
they are the type, the illustration, the sym-
bolism of heaven's highest joy.

Eden was a home fresh from the hand of
God. What we find in this home certainly
must bear the nature of the divine plan.
Here, indispensably implanted in the very
heart fiber of the first two homemakers was
the element of religion. We say indispens-
ably because when sin had come and had

“torn away the ease and privileges of their

material life, faith and dependence in God
had not let go. Eve, having accepted the
promiseé of her Saviour, pours forth a songof .
worship at the birth of the earth's. first

- ¢hild.... “T have gotten a man from the Lord.”
_Gen. 4:1. Adam and Eve taught their boys to

worship. The fellowship this man'and woman
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hadknownwith God, and knewagain through
repentanceand faith, they transmitted fothe
children in their home. Here religion had an
essential element. Faith and practice were
made an individual matter in the home and
the youth grew up to-exercise a personal
worship of their own.

Watch the homes through the succeeding
years of Bible history and see them main-
taining religion and carefully handing it down
as the indispensable practice and instruc-
tion of each family group. God had com-
-manded it: “Only take heed to thyself, and
keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the
things which thine eyes have seen, and lest
they depart from thy heart all the days of thy -
life: but make them known unto thy children
and thy children’s children.” Deut. 4:9.

Not only is it important to know that
religion has a place in the home but it is also
importantto knowwhat place rehgion should
hold.

Throughout our revelation from Godthere
is the strongest emphasis on the piace that
God should hold. “Thou shalt have no other

' gods before me....for I, Jehovah thy God, am
a jealous God.” Exodus 20:3-5. What is true
of the individual in his relationship with God

. is also true in that collective relationship of
individuals, the home, When other interests
areallowed o take the leadership, the power
of God withdraws. “...Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.” Matt. 6:24. :

We would be surprised at some of the
gods we ity to maintain along with our wor-
ship of the one true God. It is ofien just a

- matter of deeper absorption. The things we
are doing are gquite worthwhile but in our
busy lives and in our earthly evaluations we
have made them rivals to the ¢laims of God.

No one saw this clearer than Christ. He
pointed it out to us: “Be not therefore anx-
ious, saying, What shall we eat? or, What
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be
clothed?...Bui seek ye first his kingdom and
his righteousness.” Matt. 6:31-33. “Martha,
Martha, thou art anxious and troubled about
many things: but one thing is needful.” Luke

10:41-42, It is so easy tolet the material take
first place and spiritual values follow.

“ohe ﬂwi‘% under'God,”

- On the other hand, we allow dissatisfac-
tion with what we are able to possess to
becloud our affections and destroy our peace
of mind. This, of course, often unfits us for

_the real use God could make of us in the

situations where we are. “Your Father
knoweth what things ye have need of, before
ye ask him,” Matt. 6:8, and “shall supply
every need of yours according tohis riches in
glory in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:19. But a
concern for the kingdom of God is demanded
in our affections and endeavors before these
“things” of earthly use. Inthe disciples prayer,
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done,” leaps

to the heart before ﬂle request for daily

bread.

An immaculate house, a well-ordered
management, a perfect conformity with the
social requirements of the day are not things
to be discredited or carelessly omitted but
Meartha's “many things” must quietly step
down out of the throne room of our hearts
and a complete allegiance be given to the

“one thing needful” before the Chnshan atti-
tude can be claimed.

‘With religion there is a new glamour to
the thousand interests that cccupy a family's
life. The earth, the sky, the rocks, the arts;
the history, science, language that come to
be studied in the schools; the progress, the
problems, the pleasures of the world of men
all take on a new significance. They are
things known about by God, things bearing

‘His immediate attention, things beckoning

from the hand of God to further search and
work. “Do not discourage youth from finding
facts in all of the world about them,” urged
the great Japanese Christian, Kagawa, on
his visit to America. “They are but windows
through which the soul sees God.”

“Earth's crammed with heaven,

And every common bush afire with God:

But only he who sees takes off his shoes.
—Elizabeth Barrett Bromng

Parents whoarefascinated with the works
of God can bring the wonder of His worship
into much that enters into family kife. Reli-

.gion will discard the bad and choose the best.

Religion establishes taste for what is good..
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Challenges Tn The Seasons Of Life

By Sis. Connie Sorrell

Life is an adventure full of challenges. From
early babyhood to the elder twilight years every
person faces problems, trials and adversities
unique to that season in life. These challenges
can either strengthen a person for the better or
these can defeat, weaken and destroy.

For instance, when babies begin to walk,
their little legs are weak and wobbly. One baby
of mine would crawl to the middle of a room,
stand up and eagerly look around. We would
stand in front of him and coax him to walk. He
would lookat the encourager; then at his chubby,
short legs that he didn't
know how to move. He was
too afraid to take a step
standing up so He would
topplebackwards, sit down
hard and crawl away. Be-
cause he was so insecure
when he stood up, we would
take hold of his hand and
guide him a few steps for-

\ ward. He liked the exercise
and severdl times we repeated this game until
helearned to walk one, two and then three steps
alone. Soon he was gleefully walking every-

where—leaving us behind. In his baby world, he-

had looked at the obstacle of walking as a
challenge. Like most babies, he did not give up
trying until he had overcome the problem. .

There is a scripture in Job 14:1 that says:
“Man that is born of a woman is of few days .and
full of trouble.” Life seems to be wrapped in
problems and tHed with trouble. We cannot
untangle all the mysteries in life, but if our
hearts are open before the Lord, He will estab-
lish our feet and keep us from falling. “All the
ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the
Lord weigheth the spirits. Commiit thy works
unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be estab-
lished.” Prov. 16:2-3. “The steps of a good man
are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his
way.” Ps. 37:23. - ‘

Today, as never before, complex problems
challenge each generation. As we read in
II Timothy 3:1-7, there shall be perilous or
dangérous times in the last days. We see chil-
drenwhoare disobedient fo parents; unthankfisl,
unholy. There are teenagers who are despisers
of those that are good; heady and high-minded.
We find some parentsiwho ate lovers of plea-

sures more than lovers of God; without natural
affection, covetous. And there are senior citi-
zens who have a form of godliness but deny the
power thereof. These problems in society affect
the people of God but they should not control
us. Itis the Lord’s desire that we overcome every
obstacle that challenges our spiritual progress.
Victory can be won. “But thanks be to God,
which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” I Cor. 15:57. Let us check into
some of the challenges that are unique to each
generation. :
Generally, little children are eager to learn.
To start kindergarten is a big challenge to a
preschooler. Children count down the days
until their next birthday and they talk about
“When I grow up.” They are young and full of
zeal. Nevertheless, they have ‘real' problems,
Each grade of school work is ‘hard’ until it is
mastered. Learning manners and obeying rules
are challenges children must surmount in order
o advance successfully in life. (Prov. 8:32)
These average, daily challenges are enough for
children to conquer but today’s children have
much more to deal with than school worl.
There are currently around 39 million chil-
dren under 10 years of age in the U.S. The
majority ofthese children watch television mov-
les with violence containing cruel beatings and
murders. In a recent report given to Congress,
enemild statementannounced: “Ofnearly 2,700
shows analyzed in a 20 week survey of 23
channels, 57% were said to contain at least
some violence. And much of it was the kind that
can desensitize kids and encourage imitation...”
(TIME Magazine/Feb. 19 issue} Violent pro-
grams of any sort create mental obstacles for
children to overcome. Sociologists observe a
definite link beiween violent programs and ju-
venile crimes including murders and suicides.
. Wise parents will protect their children from
mental abuse. Children of today have enough
obstacles in life without the challenge of this
added stress. Yet we find that every American
child must surmount the challenges violent
programs have created because of the associa-
tion with others of their own age. In other words,
it is a difficuit challenge for a child to keep
tenderhearted and forgiving when among friends
who are programmed to think ‘the violent arid
strong’ win. Parents must constantly reinforce
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the Biblical ttuths not only by words but by
actions. Children need to realize that there are
blessings in obeying and frusting the Lord.

Then as children grow older, their emotions
become more complex and personal obstacles
seem harderto overcome. i children havelearned
good coping skills and have mastered chal-
lenges in childhood, then the teenage years will
have a better foundation to build upon. (Prov.
19:18; 22:6.} Coping with peer pressure and
being accepted by others are two major chal-
lIenges in the teenagers’ world. Teenagers who
were taught right from wrong have a better
trained conscience when peer pressureis push-
ing into evil tempiations.

America’s past thirty years of history pro-
claim this truth. In the year of 1963 in the
Abingion verses Schempp case, the Supreme
Court of America made its first open ruling
against the Bible and its teachings. The Su-
preme Court labeled it a Divine Law Standard.
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Bible tcachmg and prayer were taken out of the
public schools. Consequenily, our nation has
seen a great decline in morality and public
health. Since then the increase in births to
unwed ieenagershas increased threefold, not to
mention the thousands of abortions performed
on teenagers each year. Because of perverted
and permissive lifestyles, thousands of youth in
our land carry incumable diseases that are ter-
minal. When Biblical principles on abstinence
and marriage are not tanght to teenagers, they
have no -guidelines to direct them from the
confusion they see and feel. Obstacles created
by peer pressure and acceptance are not sur-
mountiable. Is it any wonder why suicide ranks

as the second leading cause of death among

teenagers?
Our American ‘do-what-feels-good" society
has fabricated fool's gold and average young

people have bought it. They accept the evil lyrics -

of hard rock and any opposer is a ‘nerd.’ This all
creates tough peer pressure on teens who are
living right. It is important that teens have good

“fone” *wg‘} under God,

communicationwith their parents or a good role

model. According to counseling experts, teens

desire most to please their parents than anyone
else. Teenage girls who have frequent, friendly
visits with their fathers are better able to resist
the lures of wrong affections. Likewise, teenage
boys who are taught to respect their mother are

more secure in their resistance to evil. (Prov.

15:20 and Prov. 23:22.)

Most valuable of all, parents and teenagers
who pray together are able to overcome the
challenges in life much better than those who

don’t. It is tough being a teenager in cur world. .
today but all obstacles are surmountable when'

Jesus Christ is Lord of the heart. (I John 4: 4.)
Moving into the adult world is not so easy
either. Gary Bauer, a spokesman for the family
in Washington D.C., wrote in a recent article;
“Some of the biggest obstacles to family togeth-
erness in the 1990's are economic conditions.

Many families just don't have the economic

freedom to pursue the best work/family ar-
rangement because they feel trapped economi-

cally. Many are just one paycheck away from a.

crisis.” (Focus on the Family/March '96.) This
statement covers the middleage group. Adulis
of today seéem to be only a long number on their
creditors’ computers. Business is conducted in
such a hi-tech, fast and dehumanized fashion
that adults often find themseives stressed out
mentially.

Pressure to keep up puts much stram on
marriages. Not only is it common for both

husband and wife to work out of the home on a
job, but sometimes one pariner will take on
another ‘part-time’ job. Couples are willing to
sacrifice their time together or with their chil-

{Continued on}
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Challenges In The Seasons Of Life
{Continued)}

. dren in o